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The noble initiative of Wife of His Majesty the King and 
President of the Supreme Council for Women (SCW), HRH 
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, on devoting 
December 1 of each year to celebrate Bahraini Women’s 
Day represents an important step on the path of Bahraini 
women’s advancement. 
It has become a major occasion on the agenda of national 
events and of great interest to both official and private 
institutions and civil society, and a clear sign of the 
societal appreciation of women as important partners in 
the awakening and development process in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain and in recognition of women’s positive and 
influential role. This dear occasion reflects the great care 
accorded to women by the wise leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, His Royal Highness Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister, and His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman Bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander and First 
Deputy Prime Minister, placing the Kingdom of Bahrain 
among the advanced countries in terms of women’s rights 
and empowerment.
The importance of women has been recognized over the past 
decades to establish strong foundations that helped women 
leave clear positive imprints and effectively contribute to all 
aspects of national action.
This was notably reflected in the sophisticated education, 
the advanced constitution that guarantees women’s 
equality with men in rights, duties and in political, economic 
and social fields as well as the fair national legislations that 
promote women’s rights, the latest of which is the Uniform 
Family Law. The inauguration of the Supreme Council for 

Women in 2001 was an important step on the path of women 
empowerment. The Council embraced the demands of 
women, supported their causes and actively assisted them 
to achieve their ambitions, enhance their status and activate 
their roles. It has mobilized all its capabilities, programs 
and initiatives to meet these goals, leading to women’s 
excellence in various fields. It was therefore no surprise to 
see the national achievements of women reach universality 
and culminate into the official launch of the Princess Sabeeka 
Bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global Women’s Empowerment 
Award and the election of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the 
membership on the Commission on the Status of Women.
This is in addition to Bahrain’s membership in the United 
Nations Women’s Executive Board and the winning of the first 
place internationally for the fastest women›s participation 
rate in economic activities according to the 2016 ILO report. 
The Kingdom of Bahrain has established a pioneering 
experience in the empowerment and advancement of 
women, based on the belief of its leadership and people 
that continued progress necessitates further women’s 
participation and activation of their capacities.
The achievement of sustainable development requires 
activation the role of women as an essential partner 
alongside men as they are not less capable or efficient and 
that the more they are given the opportunity to participate 
and contribute, the higher rates of development will be.

Congratulations to Bahraini women on this day, with best 
wishes for further prosperity and continued achievements 
at various levels.

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs

Bahrain Women’s Day

Bahraini-Jordanian summit in Manama
His Majesty the King: Arab Unity 
important to confront external 

interference
Manama, Nov. 14 - His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al-Khalifa praised Bahraini deep 
relations with the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan as reflecting a long history of 
understanding and coordination on official 
and popular levels and hailed the progress 
achieved in this regard. This came as His 
Majesty the King received his brother, His 
Majesty King Abdullah II, in the presence of 
His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme 
Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister.
They affirmed the importance of unity among 
the Arab countries and the need to stand firm 
against all attempts of external interference in 
their affairs. The Jordanian Monarch stressed 
his country’s stand with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain in the face of any threat to its security 
and stability, stressing that the security of the 
Arab Gulf countries is a cornerstone of the 
security and stability of the region.

HM the King in talks with the Jordanian Monarch
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His Majesty during his tour in the Louvre Abu Dhabi Museum

His Majesty the King with French President, Moroccan Monarch and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince at the Louvre Museum

His Majesty during the opening of the Louvre Abu Dhabi

During his participation in the Ministerial Meeting of the Arab League in Cairo
 The Minister of Foreign Affairs calls for activating joint Arab action to confront

Iran and its terrorist arms

Minister of Foreign Affairs during his participation in the Ministerial Meeting of the Arab League in Cairo

Part of the Arab Ministerial Meeting in Cairo

At the opening ceremony of the Louvre Museum in Abu Dhabi
 His Majesty the King praises the brotherly Bahrain-UAE relations and UAE

cultural and civilizational tendency

ABU DHABI, Nov. 8 - His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa praised the depth of the 
brotherly relations between the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates, and their 
progress at all levels, especially in the areas of 
culture, arts and museums.
His Majesty the King affirmed, during his 
attendance of the opening ceremony of the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi Museum, that the Arab 
architecture- inspired museum, has become a new 
destination where the world’s historical heritage 
is combined with contemporary creativity to 
reflect UAE cultural approach on interaction 
with various civilizations in a continuous quest to 
build bridges of knowledge with all peoples of 
the world. His Majesty the King expressed his thanks and appreciation to Vice-President and Prime Minister of the 
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, for having extended to him an 
invitation to attend the ceremony.
The ceremony was also attended by Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and Vice Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Executive 
Council, Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan. His Majesty congratulated them on the inauguration of the cultural monument 
which was the first international museum in the region and got briefed on its artworks, antiques and manuscripts that 
reflect the world’s ancient and contemporary human history.

CAIRO, Nov. 19 – The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, has called on 
the Arab countries to assume responsibility and activate 
joint Arab action in order to maintain Arab national security 
and combat Iran’s serious interference in the affairs of the 
region as well as to confront its terrorist arms, topped by 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, Iraq and Syria.

During his participation in the extraordinary session of 
the Ministerial Meeting of the Arab League in Cairo, the 
Minister discussed ways to combat Iran’s interference in 
the Arab internal affairs, stressing that that the bombing of 
an oil pipeline in the Kingdom of Bahrain and the missile 
that targeted Riyadh is not the first attack by the Iranian 
proxies that serve Tehran’s interests in the region.

Shaikh Khalid pointed out that the Lebanese Republic, 
a loved and appreciated brotherly Arab country, has 
become fully controlled by the terrorist organization of 
Hezbollah, looking forward to more effective joint Arab 
action to strengthen security and stability in the region 

and expressed thanks and appreciation to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia for having called for Cairo’s important 
meeting. 

*The Council of the Arab League at the ministerial level 
condemned the Iranian government policies and its 
continuous interference in the Arab affairs and all the 
terrorist acts it carried out in the Kingdom of Bahrain, the 
latest of which are the bombing of the oil pipeline, training 
of terrorists and smuggling weapons and explosives, 
stressing the following: 
- Supporting the Kingdom of Bahrain in all measures and 
steps taken to combat terrorism and terrorist groups, in 
order to maintain its security and stability.
- Banning the satellite channels financed by Iran and 
broadcasting on Arab satellites. 
- Entrusting the Arab Group in New York with addressing 
the President of the Security Council to clarify Iranian 
violation of UN Security Council resolution through 
developing its ballistic missile program and supplying 
through weapons to the terrorist militias in Yemen.
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 Assistant Foreign Minister praises
 bilateral ties with Japan

 Undersecretary for International Affairs: promising bilateral relations prospects with
 Poland

 Undersecretary for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs looking into enhancing
cooperation and exchange of expertise with Japan

Assistant Foreign Minister with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Undersecretary for International Affairs during one of his meetings in 
Poland

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the Japanese Parliamentary 
Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs

Palestinian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain

 Former Ambassador of the United
States

I express my sincere thanks to all my friends and colleagues at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain for all the 
support I received throughout my three- year assignment as Ambassador 
of the United States to the Kingdom of Bahrain. When I leave Bahrain, I 
will miss your high professionalism, your fellowship and your kindness. The 
Kingdom of Bahrain and the United States enjoy strong friendship relations 
that date back over 100 years which evolved into a strategic partnership 
based on security cooperation, economic relations and cultural ties. These 
ties have united both countries since the establishment of the American 
Mission Hospital at the end of the 19th century. This permanent partnership 
goes beyond the efforts of one individual or institution. I am proud to have 
played a small role in strengthening this great legacy. At the same time, 
I know that were it not the dedicated efforts of the talented staff of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I would have failed to fulfill my responsibilities. 
We have worked together to build a partnership that will place our two 
countries in a strong position for another century to come. I wish you all 
happiness and success in the years to come.

US Ambassador to Bahrain, William V. Roebuck’s statement to the Diplomatic 
Gazette on the end of his duties as Ambassador to the Kingdom:

MANAMA, Nov. 3 - Receiving the State Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Japan, Masahisa Sato, and his 
accompanying delegation, the Assistant Foreign Minister, 
Abdulla bin Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri, has praised the 
progress  of friendly relations and cooperation between 
the two countries in various fields.The State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Japan expressed his country’s keenness 
to further joint cooperation for the benefit of the two 
countries and their peoples.

TOKYO, Nov 15: The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Shaikha Rana bint Isa Al Khalifa expressed pride in the outstanding 
relations of friendship and cooperation between the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and Japan, and the exchange of high-level visits, especially between the 
leaders of the two friendly countries. She also expressed hope that the 
Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs would visit Bahrain in December to 
participate in the Manama dialogue.
This came during the Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs visit to Tokyo, 
during which the two sides reviewed the close bilateral relations 
between the Kingdom of Bahrain and Japan in various fields, stressing 
the importance of exchanging experiences between the two friendly 
countries. Dr. Shaikha Rana also met with Japanese Parliamentary Vice-
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Manabu Horii, Member of the Cabinet, 
Tokunori Koda, the Director-General for the Middle Eastern and African 
Affairs Bureau in the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Hiroshi Oka, 
and the Director of Human Resources Division in the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Yutaka Arima. This is in addition to the Director-
General of the Foreign Service Training Institute in the Japanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Naoko Saiki, the President of the Bahrain-Japan 
Friendship Society, Yasuhisa Shiozaki and the Chairman of the Japan-
Bahrain Economic Cooperation Association (JBECA), Koichi Kawana.

 On the International Day of Solidarity with the
 Palestinian People, Palestinian Ambassador to

the Diplomatic Gazette
 His Majesty the King constantly

 supports the Palestinian cause and
 MOFA efforts to highlight the just

cause are highly appreciated

WARSAW, 11-9 Nov: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Undersecretary for International Affairs, Dr. Shaikh 
Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, who was on a working 
visit to the friendly Republic of Poland, met with the Polish 
Undersecretary of State for Development Cooperation, 
Economic Diplomacy and Human Rights, Joanna Wronecka, 
and Polish Sejm (Parliament) Deputy Marshal, Ryszard 
Terlecki. They reviewed ways of strengthening bilateral 
relations and regional and international developments as 
well as how to reinforce understanding between the two 
Foreign Ministries as an important factor to build ever- 
growing joint partnership within shared visions, common 
interests and benefits.
Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa pointed out the 
availability of promising opportunities to reach broader 
prospects at bilateral and collective levels.
For her part, the Undersecretary of the Polish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs praised the reforms and development 
efforts of the Kingdom of Bahrain as an important friend in 
the Middle East. 
Sejm Deputy Marshal pointed out that the Kingdom of 

Bahrain and the Republic of Poland have a similar foreign 
policy in what pertains to the promotion of international 
cooperation and development, respect of international law 
and support for peace and stability.
He also expressed his categorical rejection of any attempts 
to interfere in the internal affairs of the countries of the 
Middle East including the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The Ambassador of the Palestinian State to the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, Taha Mohammed Abdul-Qadir, has commended 
the efforts of the Kingdom of Bahrain in standing firm with 
the struggle of the Palestinian people.

He expressed his thanks and appreciation to His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa for the continuous support 
for Palestine at regional and International forums, noting 
the laudable efforts and great keenness of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, led by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, in 
highlighting the Palestinian cause. 

“Today, the international community is aware that until 
present, the Palestinian people haven’t gained their rights 
to freedom, real national independence, sovereignty and 
return of the refugees and confiscated property as set by 
the United Nations, “he added.

On the day of solidarity with the Palestinian people, 
the ambassador said “we appreciate the efforts of the 
Palestinian leader, President Mahmoud Abbas, who relied 
on popular resistance, political, diplomatic and legal 
action.“

“These steps have earned international respect for the 
political achievements it resulted in for the palestinian 

people. They also affirm our right to an Independent state 
on our national territory akin to all the peoples of the world.

He said that the laudable supportive efforts of the United 
Nations that testify to the Zionist’s crimes in alleviating the 
suffering of Palestinians.

The ambassador added that the Palestinian leadership has 
demonstrated readiness for years to attain a settlement 
to the conflict, in line with international resolutions that 
stipulate the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state on the land occupied in 1967 with East Jerusalem as 
its capital.

“We have also sought a fair solution to the issue of the 
Palestinian refugees in accordance with UN Resolution 194 
but Israel’s arrogance has always been an obstacle and our 
people are waiting for the international community to force 
Israel to pullout of the Palestinian territories and let the 
Palestinian people enjoy peace and freedom.”
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Undersecretary for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs meeting HM the King and HRH Princess Sabeeka

MoFA Undersecretary at UN General Assembly

 MoFA Undersecretary presenting a copy of her PhD thesis to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs

Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the 
«Diplomatic Gazette»:

My appointment as MOFA Undersecretary is a high royal trust and within a women 
empowerment context

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr Shaikha Rana bint Isa bin Daij Al Khalifa, confirmed 
that her appointment in this position is a responsibility that reflects the high royal trust of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in her and falls within women empowerment policies and of enhancing their role 
decision-making circles. She said in an interview with the «Diplomatic Gazette» that she was working on 
plans, programs and projects that would make the Ministry of Foreign Affairs continue to play its national 
role according to the government work program which was approved by the Parliament at the beginning of 
the fourth legislative term. This is while taking into consideration the decisions of the Government Forum 
2017 which represent a government action roadmap for all authorities.

Her Excellency spoke about her experience in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from the establishment of 
the Communication Directorate, formerly the Media, Studies and Research Directorate, to her role in the 
Committee on Equal Opportunities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the future of international relations of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and other issues mentioned in the following dialogue:

1.Your appointment in your new position makes you the 
first woman to serve as Undersecretary of the Bahraini 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at local and Gulf levels.. What 
are your comments in this regard?
The appointment is of a high order of His Majesty the 
King and a precious trust to carry out national duties in a 
sovereign body representing the civilized front of Bahrain. 
I believe that the Royal trust is part of women empowering 
policies and enhancing their role in decision-making circles. 
This is one of the pillars of the great reform project of His 
Majesty the King.

Pioneering has been a main feature in Bahrain for decades. 
It has made our precious Kingdom a pioneering country 
in terms of development, constitutional institutions and 
women’s rights. The Royal appointment is a continuation of 
the support accorded to national women cadres who are 
worthy of assuming national responsibility.

Bahrain witnessed the establishment of women’s education 
in 1928 and founded the first Gulf Women’s Association in 
the 1950s. Bahraini women participated in municipal council 
vote in the 1920s, and many others.
Bahraini women occupied advanced positions and were 
involved in decision making as Ministers, Ambassadors, 

president of the UN General Assembly, university presidents, 
company and establishment CEOs, municipal council 
members and MPs in addition to their high participation 
rate of over %4.7 in the judiciary.

2. Assuming a senior position like a Ministry 
Undersecretary puts you in front of a big responsibility.. 
What are the most prominent features of your plan to 
further upgrade the ministry in keeping up with this 
important position?
The post of Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
represents one of the key support arms for the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, in carrying out the tasks ministry’s portfolio and its 
constitutional and legal responsibilities. Undoubtedly, I will 
be in a close regulatory contact with the strategic objectives 
of the ministry to which I have actively contributed through 
my previous positions.

I will also work on presenting plans, programs and projects 
that will enable the Ministry to continue playing its national 
role according to the government work program which was 
approved by the Parliament at the beginning of the fourth 
legislative term.

3.Your Excellency made good achievements in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, perhaps the most important 
of which is the establishment of the Media, Studies and 
Research Directorate, «currently the Communication 
Directorate».. Can you tell us about the experience of 
establishing this directorate?
I drew on my previous academic and professional experience 
in this field to initiate the Media, Studies and Research 
Directorate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and I had the 
honor to assume its management responsibility in the past.

The management of foreign policies requires the 
development of well-directed and well-focused media 
plans, based on studies that can read the past carefully and 
look forward to the future. Research is the scientific tool that 
guides any administrator who wants his work to be worthy 
and influential.

When I presented my vision on the establishment of the 
Media, Studies and Research Directorate to the Minister, he 
welcomed the idea without hesitation in view of his extensive 
knowledge about the progress of diplomatic work and his 
broad cultural horizons, benefiting from the successful Arab 
and foreign experiences in this field.

Today, I am proud of the Communication Directorate which 
represents an important cultural and professional legacy, led 
by people worthy of holding this important position within 
the Ministry’s structure.

4.Among the tasks assigned to Your Excellency was to 
head the Equal Opportunities Committee which is in 
charge of women empowerment at the Ministry, what 
are the most important achievements in this regard?
The decision to form a committee for equal opportunities 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stems from the conviction 
of the leadership of the Ministry of the importance of giving 
female staff more attention according to the competence 
and eligibility standards in effect. The formation of the 
Committee was based on the National Strategy for the 
Advancement of Women, which was approved by His 
Majesty the King in 2005 and was announced by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Wife of 
His Majesty the King and President of the Supreme Council 
for Women (SCW).

It was also in line with the Bahrain Economic Vision 2030, and 
the focal points of the national strategy, all of which aimed 
to accelerate the pace of women’s political, economic and 
social empowerment. One of the highlights of the Ministry›s 
record is that it represents the government in the discussions 
with the legislative power to ratify the CEDAW, provided 
that the convention does not violate the Islamic principles. 
This important UN Convention has been incorporated into 
national legislation.

The formation of this committee comes in the context of a 
joint government trend to activate the Ministry of Finance›s 
circulars on budgets, regulations and special instructions 
on how to implement the general budget, which included 
a special clause on the application of the principle of equal 
opportunity and budget responsive to women›s needs. This 
is in addition to decision No.4 of the Civil Service Bureau of 
2014 on the need to establish permanent committees for 
equal opportunities in all ministries and official institutions 
with the purpose of putting place all possible mechanisms 
to activate the initiatives related to the integration of the 
needs of women the equal opportunities framework.

5.In light of your previous responsibility in Afro-Asian 
and organizations affairs, how do you view the future of 
Bahraini relations with these countries? Are there any 
developments in this regard?
I would like to point out that Bahrain›s advanced experience 
in empowering women is receiving UN attention, and 
this dimension extends beyond the African and Asian 
continents. This is reflected in the launch of the global 
version of the Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global Award for Women Empowerment, 
after the signing of a memorandum of understanding 
between the Supreme Council for Women and the United 
Nations Women’s Commission. Bahrain has also become a 
member of the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women for the period 2021-2017 and the Executive Board 
of the United Nations for the period 2019-2017. Regionally, 
Manama was approved as the first Arab women›s capital in 
2017 and Bahrain issued a joint statement on behalf of the 
Arab Group and was commissioned to represent the group 
with the members of the UN Commission on the Status of 
Women. This reflects the confidence of the international 
community in Bahrain’s pioneering and ongoing experience.
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INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Over 100000 Bahrainis served 
under training and career 

development initiatives

Over 8000 jobs generated 
through the Employment 

Support Scheme

Over 140 initiatives launched 
for individual

Served 35000 Bahraini 
youth through development 

in i t iat ives

13000 individuals trained and 
certified

Tamkeen offers 370 certificates 
in 40 different categories

 Labour Fund:
  Tamkeen is one of
 the foundations of
 His Majesty’s Reform
Over a decade, the national 
economy of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain has witnessed remarkable 
development and the country 
enjoyed clear prosperity in 
various sectors as a result of the 
labor market reform and thanks 
to the wise leadership’s Bahrain 
Economic Vision 2030. Since its 
establishment in 2006, Tamkeen, 
one of the foundations of the wise 
reform approach, has adopted a 
clear vision to develop the Bahraini 
workforce and empower Bahrainis 
to prosper and contribute to the 
national economy. Tamkeen has 
worked with individuals at every 
stage of their career development, 
whether they are students 
seeking work or employees 
seeking to enhance their skills 
and take up more leadership 
roles. It also worked to empower 
the institutions operating in 
the Kingdom at all stages of 
development, whether they are 
emerging institutions that are in 
the stage of growth, or large ones 
aiming to expand internationally. 
Over the last decade, Tamkeen 
has invested more than BD 800 
million in the labor market to serve 
the various segments of society, 
individuals and institutions at 
all development stages through 
more than 200 initiatives. It has 
launched more than 140 initiatives 
for individuals and successfully 
supported more than 100,000 
Bahraini citizens in various fields in 
terms of training, mentoring and 
more. In addition, it has provided 
370 professional certificates in 40 

different fields and categories and 
trained more than 13,000 citizens, 
providing them with recognized 
professional certificates over the 
past decade. Tamkeen has created 
more than 8,000 jobs through the 
Employment Support Program, 
and thanks to its training and wage 
enhancing schemes, salaries went 
up by 9%. In terms of institutional 
support, Tamkeen launched more 
than 60 initiatives to support 
enterprises; with the first and 
largest service program was 
Tamkeen’s Business Development 
Program, which offers various 
grants for the purchase of 
machinery and equipment and for 
covering marketing expenses in 
addition to providing Information 
and Communications Technology 
support. This program has 
supported more than 38,000 
enterprises so far.
The Training and Wage Support 
Program is one of the leading 
programs in support of Bahraini 
institutions and employees. 
Tamkeen has developed it to 
provide a valuable opportunity 
for companies and training 
institutes willing to offer training 
for their employees, hiring new 
staff or even increasing existing 
employees’ salaries. In terms of 
financing solutions, Tamkeen has 
provided a range of financing 
programs tailored to the needs 
of each institution. The Tamweel 
fund has exceeded BD 500 million 
and has been supported by more 
than 7,700 enterprises to date, 
leading to a positive impact on the 

local economy. At the beginning 
of 2017, Tamkeen launched 
Tamweel + that reached a BD120 
fund to date, in partnership with 
a number of local banks. This 
program provides financing to 
medium and large enterprises 
in the form of Islamic loans 
ranging from BD 1 to 2.5 million. 
On the 8th of March 2016, the 
Bahraini Women›s Development 
Portfolio Fund for Riyadat was 
launched in conjunction with 
the World Women’s Day and in 
partnership with the Supreme 
Council for Women as well as the 
Bahrain Development Bank, with 
a total value of $100 million (the 
equivalent of BD 37.7 million).  
This fund aimed to support female 
Bahraini entrepreneurs for a five-
year period. Within the context 
of Tamkeen’s efforts to provide 
support to Bahraini women, 
about 47% of the total support 
targeting Tamkeen’s clients went 
to Bahraini women and was in 

the form of various programs 
including training and business 
support. This is in addition to the 
International Placement Program 
that aims to provide financial 
support to companies wishing 
to send their employees to work 
abroad to hone their experience 
and gain valuable knowledge. 
Through the program, the 
staff can gain knowledge and 
experience relating to jobs by 
joining 2 to 12 month- training 
courses. Tamkeen has taken on 
the responsibility of supporting 
individuals and institutions in the 
Kingdom to ensure further growth 
and prosperity for the national 
economy. Tamkeen has relied 
in all that on the accurate and 
continuous market studies and 
researches it has been conducting 
for ten years while closely working 
on the development of the local 
economy. BUSINESS SUPPORT

Over 440 Million spent on 
developing the private sector

Over 38000 businesses served

The Finance Scheme portfolio 
totals over BHD 400 Million

Over 60 initiatives launched 
to serve businesses

6 companies were served 
under the Investment Support 
Scheme; creating over 200 job 

opportunities

%47 of business served under        
the Finance Scheme and 
Enterprise Support witnessed 
an increase in net income
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Dr. Ebrahim Janahi Tamkeen

Tamkeen is an autonomous public organization 
launched in 2006, as part of the Labor Market’s Reform 
in the Kingdom. This organization, entasked by a vision 
that leads to economic prosperity included a mandate 
of making Bahrainis the favourable choice for private 
sector employers and also help the private sector the 
engine of economic growth. This challenge was met by 
a spirit of a ‘change agent’ that supports development 
through innovative solutions by its human capital 
development programmes as well as enterprise grant 
and financing schemes. 
Over the past decade, Tamkeen has provided over 200 
initiatives to the private sector and supported more 
than 100,000 individuals and 38,000 institutions to date. 
Tamkeen’s solutions vary from grants, to facilitating 
nance to advisory services that all aim to improve 
productivity of both individuals and enterprises, thus 
giving them the unique advantage to compete not 
only locally but in the regional and global markets. At 
the core of all programmes, lies a guiding principle 
which is the interest in growth and prosperity of the 
nation. These opportunities are provided to all and 
‘partnering for success’ is the empowerment Tamkeen 
signifies since its programmes stretch throughout 
the whole lifecycle of an individual and a business in 

Bahrain. 
To ensure that Bahraini citizens benefit from the 
initiatives and programs, Tamkeen established 9 
customer service centers, a call center, an electronic 
interactive platform, and a unique be-spoke 
Community and Enterprise engagement programme, 
reaching every business and hometown in Bahrain, all 
to serve customers and to provide access to Tamkeen’s 
offerings. 
One of Tamkeen’s main pillars is supporting Bahraini 
women. Bahraini women receive approximately half of 
Tamkeen’s customer support through various initiatives 
either through training support or business support 
schemes. This reflects Tamkeen’s interest in Bahraini 
Women and its continued support for Women in the 
workplace. 
We express deep gratitude to the private sector, 
government agencies and Civil Societies for their 
contribution and cooperation in this 10 year journey 
of success and aim at fortifying these relations even 
further in our next journey from good to great. 

The endorsement of decree-law 19 for 2017 by His 
Majesty the King is a recognition of women’s dignity 
and reinforcement of their basic role in nation 
building and development as well as it was a true 
embodiment of all women’s aspirations and a further 
indication of the special care offered by His Majesty 
to the family institution and the community as whole. 
The Consensus on the Unified Family Law during its 
discussion by the legislature with its two chambers 
mirrored the keenness of the legislative authority 
to enact an inclusive national law that regulates the 
affairs of all Bahraini people. The Unified Family Law 
consists of 141 articles covering the provisions of 
engagement, marriage, ancestry, caretaker, alimony, 
divorce, woman’s demand of divorce, the three-month-
waiting period (Idda) and custody, according to Sunni 
and Jaffari jurisprudence, with the exception of some 
especial provisions for each sect. It was necessary 

to bring personal status provisions into a unified law 
applicable to all Bahraini Sunni and Jaffari families and 
for this His Majesty the King issued Royal Decree No. 
24 of 2017 to form a legal committee consisting of 
jurists, clerics and advisors, to review the draft unified 
family law and step up its finalization. This law is a 
legislative and legal reference for the Kingdom and 
constitutes a real victory for the Bahraini family and 
women, thanks to the support and vision of the wise 
leadership. It is also one of the achievements of the 
Supreme Council for Women (SCW), spearheaded by 
Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, wife of His Majesty the King and President of 
the Council towards boosting the status of the family, 
with women being the focal point.

* Chief Executive, Tamkeen

 Hussein Mohammed
Al Mahmoud

 The Unified Family Law – efforts

Tamkeen CEO meets with Vice President of Worldwide Public Sector, Amazon Web Services

 AbdulAziz Mohammed
Al-Eid

 The Arab Ministerial Council
  Emergency Meeting

The Arab region is going through a critical period, and 
there is a state of concern for Arab citizens who worry about 
their nation. Iran practices many forms of interference in 
the internal affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Arab 
countries, either directly or through its terrorist arms in the 
region, such as Hezbollah and the Houthis, especially its 
military and intelligence intervention and the use of ballistic 
missiles this is in addition to its support for terrorism, the 
smuggling of weapons and explosives and the training of 
terrorists by at the hands of its Revolutionary Guards and the 
terrorist Hezbollah and finally its statements at all levels to 
destabilize the security and promote sectarian strife.

The Arab League has recently adopted the item on Iranian 
interference in the internal affairs of the Arab countries as a 
permanent item on its agenda. This confirms the persistence 
of the Iranian regime to disrespect the rights of neighbors 
and violate the sovereignty of states.

The meeting of the Arab League Ministerial Council in its 
extraordinary session, held on Sunday, 19 November 2017 
came to dot the i’s and cross the t’s and its resolution affirmed 
solidarity with the Kingdom of Bahrain and condemnation of 
all acts of terrorism carried out by Iran in the Kingdom. 

The Council also expressed support for the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia and condemned the brutal aggression of Iran 
and its agents (Houthis and Saleh) reflected in the launch 
of an Iranian-made ballistic missile from Yemeni territory 
towards Riyadh.
 
The other condemned acts issued by the Council against Iran 
and its agents and proxies, were but a few examples which 
reflect what is being witnessed by the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and every Arab country that suffers from Iranian interference 
in its internal affairs. All those loyal to Iran should rethink the 
matter and return to their wits.

It is important to note the great efforts exerted by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, along with his brothers the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, who stressed the importance of joint 
coordination to deter Iran and its continuous interference in 
the internal affairs of the countries of the region. 

In conclusion, I pray to God Almighty to protect our countries 
and peoples.

*Director of the Department of Arab Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs

*Counsellor at Bahrain’s Embassy at the Republic of France
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Bahrain at a Glance

Activities

Housed in a building spectacularly engraved with Arabic script, Beit al Quran (House of Quran) showcases a fascinating 
collection of Quranic manuscripts as well as a library of over 50,000 books written in Arabic, English, and French that 
center mostly on Islam. Manuscripts dating back to the 7th century as well as Qurans written on parchment, rice, peas, 
and grains are among the impressive collection. It is claimed to be the only institute in the world devoted to the Quran.

* Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and UNHCR organize a training course

Beit Al Quran

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) organized a training 
course in the Ministry from 25-26 October 2017 on the International Law of Refugee Protection. The course was attended 
by experts and specialists from the Office of the High Commissioner, along with a number of government institutions and 
organizations in the Kingdom.

Participants of the workshop


