
20 May 2019

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, received a phone call from the UN Special 
Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Mr. Nickolay Mladenov, 
where they reviewed the latest developments and efforts in the region 
in establishing peace. 

During the call, the Minister of Foreign Affairs affirmed that the 
position of the Kingdom of Bahrain on the Palestinian issue is firm and 
solid, and that it has been and will continue to support the rights of the 
brotherly Palestinian people to restore their legitimate rights and 
establish their independent state. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs pointed out that the workshop "Peace 
for Prosperity" hosted by the Kingdom of Bahrain, reflects the keenness 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain to achieve the aspirations of the brotherly 
Palestinian people in development and prosperity and support 
initiatives to help the Palestinian economy, stressing that this workshop 
has no other goal, and that the Kingdom of Bahrain will remain steady 
in its position, which stands firmly with the rights of the brotherly 
Palestinian people. 

For his part, Mr. Nickolay Mladenov praised the good efforts exerted by 
the Kingdom of Bahrain to reach a just and comprehensive solution to 
the Palestinian issue and to support all means of achieving security and 
peace in the Middle East. 
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The Foreign Minister, Shaikh Khalid bin 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, 
underscored the position of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain in support of the Palestinian 
cause and the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. He emphasised that 
the Kingdom stands by all efforts that 
would lead to investment in infrastructure 
and the development of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, and enable the Palestinian 
people to prosper. 

The Foreign Minister added that the 
"Peace to Prosperity" workshop, hosted by the Kingdom of Bahrain 
in partnership with the United States of America, will convene 
government, civil society and business leaders from across the 
region and the world. It will address the economic and investment 
needs of the Palestinian people, supporting the development of the 
region in general. 

He highlighted that the Palestinian people hold an important place 
in the hearts of all Bahrainis, and it is the Kingdom’s wish that 
Palestinians have the opportunity to live in stability and achieve their 
aspirations. 

He underlined the close partnership between the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and the United States of America, stressing their common 
interest in promoting thriving economic opportunities in Palestine 
and the wider region. 

The workshop will provide a platform for exchanging ideas and 
discussing strategies to stimulate investments and economic 
initiatives that could be made possible by achieving peace in the 
region. 

The Foreign Minister stressed that the next stage requires all parties 
to join forces and integrate efforts to create a bright economic future 
for the benefit of all peoples in the region. 
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The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa affirmed that the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s official and popular position 
remains supportive of the brotherly 
Palestinian people in restoring their 
legitimate rights on their land as well as 
establishing an independent state with 
East Jerusalem as its capital, in addition to 
supporting the Palestinian economy in 
bilateral and international forums.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs noted that 
the Kingdom’s hosting of the “Peace for 
Prosperity” workshop is part of its efforts to empower the Palestinian 
people through developing their abilities and enhancing their 
resources. He stressed that the hosting of the workshop serves no 
other purpose.

The Minister expressed sincere appreciation to the Palestinian 
leadership for its continued efforts and firm stances in protecting the 
rights of the brotherly Palestinian people and fulfilling their 
aspirations. He asserted that there is no way to doubt or belittle the 
peaceful approach of the Palestinian leadership, affirming that the 
Kingdom remains supportive of the Palestinian people.

Bahrain Delegation participates in 16th 
Ministerial Meeting of Asia Cooperation 
Dialogue
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Ambassador of Kingdom of Bahrain to 
Republic of Turkey participates in Global 
Counter Terrorism Forum
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Russian Deputy FM and Special Presidential 
Envoy for Middle East and North Africa 
receives Ambassador of Kingdom of Bahrain 
to Russian Federation
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Assistant Foreign Minister receives 
Ambassador of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
to Kingdom of Bahrain

12 May 2019

Ministry of Foreign Affairs signs agreement 
with Bahrain Real Estate Investment 
Company “Edamah”

15 May 2019

Ambassador Waheed Mubarak Sayyar vows 
solidarity with the brotherly Palestinians on 
71st Nakba Day

16 May 2019

MOFA Undersecretary for International 
Affairs reviews with UNICEF official Bahraini 
efforts in supporting child rights

19 May 2019

Undersecretary for International Affairs 
receives UN Environment Acting Executive 
Director and Assistant Secretary-General of 
the United Nations
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The Kingdom of Bahrain participates in the 
High-Level Event on Culture and Sustainable 
Development
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Events

Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns terrorist 
attack in Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist bombings in 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist blast that targeted a 
market in city of Baghdad, Republic of Iraq

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain denounces terrorist attack on hotel in 
Balochistan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

MOFA of Kingdom of Bahrain strongly 
condemns sabotaging acts against UAE 
commercial and civilian vessels

Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns terrorist 
attacks in Burkina Faso and Federal Republic of 
Nigeria

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist attack on two oil 
pumping stations in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist blasts in Afghanistan 
and terrorist bombing in Pakistan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain warns citizens against traveling to 
Islamic Republic of Iran and Republic of Iraq 

The Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes the call by 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques for two GCC 
and Arab emergency summits

Bahrain Foreign Ministry condemns tourist 
bus blast in Giza, Arab Republic of Egypt

MoFA of Kingdom of Bahrain strongly condemns 
aggressive act of firing two ballistic missiles by coup 
militants in Yemen towards Mecca and Jeddah

Bahrain Ministry of Foreign Affairs Condemns 
Terrorist Attack on Mogadishu Security 
Checkpoint

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist attack on mosque in 
city of Kabul, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain strongly condemns explosion in Lyon 
street of Republic of France

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain condemns terrorist explosion in Mosul, 
Republic of Iraq

Kingdom of Bahrain condemns terrorist attack 
targeting US military convoy in Kabul, Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan
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The Embassy of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United States of 
America held an iftar banquet on the occasion of the holy month of 
Ramadan with a symposium on the importance of dialogue and 
convergence, highlighting the history of a moderate Islam of 
coexistence of different religions and beliefs, as well as reflecting 
contemporary examples of tolerance and religious coexistence in 
the Arab and Islamic world. The event was attended by many 
officials in the US administration, the US Congress, members of the 
diplomatic corps, members of think tanks, universities, corporations 
and non-governmental organizations.

The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the US, Shaikh 
Abdullah bin Rashid Al Khalifa delivered a speech in which he 
welcomed the guests congratulating them on marking the advent of 
the holy month of Ramadan and spoke about the values of 
coexistence and tolerance in the Bahraini community, stressing that 
religious and cultural pluralism is rooted in the Bahraini social fabric 
and was strengthened under His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa. He added that His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa has 
always been on ensuring respect of religious freedoms, which has 
directly reflected on the Kingdom of Bahrain's coexistence and 
cohesion and thus became an integral part of His Majesty's reform 
approach, making the Kingdom an example for the world to show a 
different route from the extremist projects that some of the stray 
groups in the region are trying to impose. 

He further stressed that the Kingdom of Bahrain has firm stance in 
respecting religious freedoms as well as promoting the values of 
tolerance and coexistence, as affirmed by the Kingdom of Bahrain's 
declaration of religious freedom issued by His Majesty the King in 
2017. 

The symposium was attended by the Director of Islamic Studies at 
George Washington University Prof. Mohamed Faghfouri, President 
of Coexist Foundation, Dr. Tarek AlGawahary, and moderated by Dr. 
Kent E Davis-Packard of Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies. They highlighted examples of Islamic history 
in which different religions and beliefs coexisted freely and other 
contemporary examples such as the Bahraini model, stressing that 
the violent extremism of some groups is not exclusive to a particular 
religion or belief. 

At the end, the audience praised the religious tolerance in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and appreciated being invited to a Bahraini iftar 
banquet. For his part, the Ambassador thanked the audience for 
sharing their iftar with their Muslim brothers. 
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Stances

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, participated in the preparatory meeting of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers for the 14th Session of the Islamic Summit 
Conference under the title: "Mecca Summit: Hand in Hand for the 
Future" held in Jeddah, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

The preparatory meeting discussed the issues on the Islamic summits 
agenda, which is to be held on Friday in Mecca, and the draft resolution 
presented to the summit on the Palestinian issue. The foreign ministers 
also discussed the final statement that will be issued following the 
summit, which will address all issues of concern to the islamic countries, 
the most important of which is the strengthening of cooperation to 
meet the various challenges, combating violence, extremism, terrorism, 
and other political, economic and development issues. 
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Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa also met with the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, Mr. Don 
Pramudwinai, the Minister of Foreign Affairs expressed the pride of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and its friendly relations with the Kingdom of 
Thailand. He also noted the keenness of the two countries in 
developing joint coordination in various regional and international 
issues, in addition to strengthen all aspects of cooperation in order to 
support their interests. 

For his part, Mr. Don Pramudwinai hailed the friendly relations 
between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Kingdom of Thailand, 
which reflects the common will to promote these relations to reach 
wider level in all fields, wishing the Kingdom of Bahrain progress and 
prosperity. 

During the meeting between Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Indonesia, Mrs. Retno L. P. Marsudi, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
underlined the deep friendship between the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
the friendly Republic of Indonesia, which is witnessing progress and 
prosperity on all levels, expressing the aspiration of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain to strengthen bilateral cooperation and develop joint 
coordination in various forums to serve the interests of the two 
countries and their friendly peoples. 

For her part, Mrs. Retno L. P. Marsudi noted the advancement of the 
bilateral relations between the two countries in which meets the 
aspirations of the two friendly countries, wishing the Kingdom of 
Bahrain more progress and prosperity. 
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Article

International 
Criminal Justice

Before the establishment of the International Criminal Court, the world did not 
know any criminal justice system with an international jurisdiction over extremely 
serious crimes that threatened international peace and security, despite the 
urgent need for a body that holds accountable the perpetrators of the most 
heinous crimes prior to the Court’s establishment, especially the horrific crimes 
that happened in the last century, namely during the two world wars and the years 
after them. 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) was established on 17 July 1998 under the 
Rome Statute. It is an international tribunal, independent of the United Nations 
but in close cooperation with it according to Article II of its Statute.
To date, 122 States have acceded to this system, while the some of the rest of the 
world states have signed to join the system without ratifying it and some states 
that have neither signed nor ratified it.

The ICC has jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of 
genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, and crimes of aggression.
This on condition that such crimes are committed in the period following its 
establishment, occurred in a member - state or perpetrated by one of the 
member-state nationals or when a non-member state agrees with the jurisdiction 
of the Court in the consideration of a particular offense which has occurred on its 
territory.

The International Criminal Court (ICC targets the attainment of two main 
objectives: crime deterrence and crime prevention. It deters anyone who 
commits crimes deemed destabilizing to the world or threatening international 
security and peace by bringing them to justice besides it plays a preventive role 
that stops to crimes happening.

As it forces those who intend to commit such crimes to reevaluate their decisions 
before committing them, fearing their inability to escape punishment. However, 
they may not have achieved those objectives as hoped, and this is due to a 
number of challenges that have faced the work of the court since its 
establishment. 

 One of the most important challenges facing the Court is the absence of an 
executive body with effective powers to summon or arrest suspects in a manner 
that is subject to the consent of the states and their compliance with the decisions 
of the Court, especially as its mandate as previously mentioned is restricted to 
crimes committed within Member States or Non-member States. 

This is evident in the court failing to bring some of the accused to trial despite the 
fact that many years have passed since the issuance of arrest warrants by the 
court, which has prolonged some trials pending the appearance of the accused 
before the court, all of which affect the delay of justice for those who have been 
victims of such crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court. 

 The lack of international consensus on the ratification of the Court's system and 
the acceptance of its terms of reference have greatly affected the effectiveness of 
the Court's work, as many international major powers did not join, including the 
United States of America, the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of 
China. These countries have the authority to refer certain cases and defendants 
to the ICC, as was the case in allegations of war crimes, genocide and crimes 
against humanity in “Darfur - Sudan,” where the allegations were referred to the 
ICC by the UN Security Council on 31 March 2005, under resolution 1593.

That being said, it is clear that having such a court in the international legal 
system is important, since it has a role to play in international criminal justice and 
to hold accountable perpetrators of crimes that threaten international peace and 
security. For this purpose, a consensus must be reached by the countries of the 
world on this court and its system of action, to create an international criminal 
justice system that has jurisdiction over all the countries of the world in 
accordance with what they deem appropriate in legal and practical terms.

Mohammed Hafedh
 The Diplomatic Institute

 Highlights of Minister of Foreign
 Affairs’ Interview with Asharq
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Our diplomatic relations with Syria have not been severed. The 
Syrian Embassy in Manama was not closed, and our Embassy in 
Damascus remained open with local staff without diplomats, by 
that I mean the Ambassador or a Chargé d'affaires. 

Syria is a founding member of the Arab league, with a large 
Arab community that has contributed greatly to science, 
culture and industry. 

Iran continues with its practices, threatening to close the Strait 
of Hormuz. But the country knows that the closure means 
self-defeating. We take these threats seriously; we discuss 
them with our allies who will defend our interests. 

We have not seen a Qatari desire to end this crisis; if it prefers 
to keep it, we will not lose anything.

Qatar is aware of the dangers of its policy against Gulf 
countries, such as the presence of foreign forces, namely 
Turkish forces, as well as its interference in neighboring 
countries, and its support of its support of hostile Islamist 
movements in the region. Thus, Qatar has to be cautious and 
think logically. It also has to put good neighborliness above 
anything else.  

We are committed to the Arab Peace Initiative that endorses 
and defends the legitimate demands of the Palestinians. 

Yemen is at the heart of our Arab Peninsula and Iran’s 
interference constitutes a threat to our interests.  

There are people in Iraq who receive orders from outside, such as 
Muqtada al-Sadr, who purposefully aimed to insult Bahrain just like 
the Iranians do. When he saw that Iraq was getting close to Saudi 
Arabia and that relations with Bahrain had developed and 
embassies and consulate were opened in Najaf, he disliked the 
approach and issued the hostile statement. 

We waited for two hours and a half for the government to make a 
statement, and there wasn’t. So we summoned the Chargé 
d'Affaires and handed him a letter of protest stating that what was 
said was unacceptable and that the Iraqi side is responsible for any 
deterioration in relations

They asked us for an apology because we were defendant against 
someone who insulted us, where he was the one who should 
apologize because he offended the Kingdom of Bahrain before 
anything else

2 May 2019


