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Kingdom of Bahrain

Arab Summit issues
Amman Declaration
Jordan, March 29 - His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa took part in the
28th Arab Summit held in
the Dead Sea shore area in
Jordan and hosted by HM
King Abdullah II. The panArab summit issued the
Amman Declaration which
affirmed the keenness of
Arab countries on bolstering
relations and joint Arab work
to face various challenges.

President El Sisi: Bahrain,
Arabian Gulf security is
Egypt security
Cairo, March 27 - His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
stressed the strength of the
Bahraini-Egyptian ties and
cooperation in all fields.
HM the King, during his official
visit to Cairo, also praised
Egypt’s important role in
defending the causes of the
Arab world and protecting Arab
national security.
During the official talks with
Egyptian President AbdulFattah El Sisi, means of
bolstering bilateral relations
and strategic cooperation were
discussed.
President El Sisi affirmed that
the security of the Kingdom
of Bahrain and the Arabian
Gulf is an integral part of the
Egyptian national security,
affirming his country’s support
to the Kingdom in its efforts to
combat terrorism.
He praised the significant
positions of Bahrain under His
Majesty the King’s leadership
towards Egypt and its people as
well as its support of joint Arab
work.

HM King Hamad’s address at Arab Summit:
Crucial messages, strategic visions
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
By heading the delegation of the Kingdom
of Bahrain to the 28th Arab Summit in
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, His
Majesty King Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa has
given strong signals on Bahrain’s keenness
to support all efforts to strengthen interArab relations, protect Arab interests and
support pan-Arab action.
The Speech His Majesty delivered at
the Summit has conveyed important
messages and strategic purports, coupled
with an in-depth diagnosis of the current
Arab situation and a farsighted vision on
how to overcome strenuous circumstances
and to deal with obstacles and challenges
hindering progress and development.
Being an integral part of the Arab nation,
the Kingdom of Bahrain is diligently
working to consolidate Arab unity and
dignity. For this very reason, HM the King
called for a common confrontation of the
terror groups that threaten the safety and
stability of states and peoples.
He stressed the need for Syria ceasefire to continue in order to pave the way
for a peaceful settlement by the Syrian
people that would maintain the country’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

His Majesty also confirmed the importance
of preserving unity and stability in both
Yemen and Iraq, preventing external
interference in their internal affairs and
achieving a just and inclusive solution that
would restore the Palestinian people’s
legitimate rights, enable them to build
their independent state on all their national
territories, which would permit all countries
in the region to enjoy security and peace.
Given that the economic situation and
the challenges facing the Arab countries
at this stage are not less serious than
security challenges, His Majesty called for
developing practical mechanisms beside
the Economic Summit and for working out
a comprehensive and strategic approach
capable of overcoming the challenges and
ensuring sustainable development.
His Majesty’s speech has truly reflected
the Arab world reality, covered all the
nation’s critical issues and defined the
path towards further progress. Therefore,
the Amman Declaration and His Majesty’s
speech have harmoniously converged to
positively impact the Summit outcomes
and decisions in support of the Arab issues
and pan-Arab action.

The Kingdom

HM King Hamad: Unifying Arab nations in face of security, economic challenges
Jordan, March 29 - His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa affirmed, during his participation in the 28th Arab
Summit, the Kingdom’s keenness on supporting all efforts to strengthen the relations between Arab countries
and protecting their interests, and supporting joint Arab actions.
The Speech delivered by His Majesty at the summit conveyed important messages and reflected deep and
accurate insights into the current Arab situation as well as views to overcome difficult situations despite the
obstacles and challenges hindering progress and development.
Bahrain is an integral part of the Arab Nation and spares no effort to strengthen it and maintaining its unity. It
was on this basis that His Majesty called for a unified stand in the face of terrorist organizations that threaten
the safety and stability of countries and nations, stressing the importance of ceasing fire in the Syrian lands, to
pave the way for a peaceful settlement agreed upon by the Syrian people that guarantees the sovereignty of
their country and the unity of their lands. His Majesty also confirmed the importance of preserving the unity
and stability of Yemen and Iraq, and preventing any external interference in their internal affairs, and achieving
a just and inclusive peace that recovers the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights, enabling them to secure an
independent country on the whole of their national territory.
When addressing the Economic situation, the challenges facing the Arab countries at this level are no less serious
than the security challenges, which called for His Majesty’s invitation to develop practical mechanisms, such as
the Economic Summit, and a comprehensive and strategic approach capable of overcoming the challenges
facing the sustainability of the development sought by our nations.
His Majesty’s speech reflected the reality of the Arab world and touched upon all of the critical issues, defining
the path to the progression and prosperity we all seek. The Amman declaration, thereof, came in accordance
and harmony with His Majesty’s speech, producing outcomes that are crucial to support all Arab issues and the
joint Arab actions.

On the sidelines of the Arab Summit

The UN Secretary-General highlighted
Bahrain’s role and contributions under the
royal leadership to maintain security and
stability in the region and the world.

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa met the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud.
The longstanding fraternal ties between the two Kingdoms
as well as the latest regional and international developments
were reviewed. The two leaders stressed the significance
of cooperation and coordination to address various issues
and challenges and maintain security and stability in the
region.
HM the King also met UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and reviewed with him ways to promote
cooperation between Bahrain and the UN and to benefit
from the UN expertise in various fields.
His Majesty the King affirmed during a meeting with editors
in chief of Bahraini newspapers and the Acting Director
of Bahrain New Agency the keenness of the Kingdom
on safeguarding freedom of opinion and expression and
support to the achievements of the national media.
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The Kingdom
HM King stresses ties, cooperation with leaders of Chechnya, Palestine,
Sudan, and the Philippines
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa held official talks separately with the leaders of Chechnya, Palestine, Sudan,
and the Philippines during their visit to the Kingdom. The meetings reviewed means of bolstering cooperation to
achieve shared interests in various political, economic and social areas fields. Bahrain’s firm position to maintain
security and stability in the region and across the world was also affirmed.

His Majesty the King with Chechnya President

His Majesty the King with the Palestinian President

His Majesty the King with the Sudanese President

His Majesty the King with the Philippines President

His Majesty Meets President of Chechnya
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received on
April 5 the President of Chechnya Ramzan Kadyrov. The
meeting reviewed bilateral relations and cooperation and
ways to develop them in various fields as well as the latest
regional and international developments and topics of
shared interest.

His Majesty the King holds official talks with the Sudanese
President
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa held talks on
April 12 with Sudanese President Omar Hassan Al Beshir.
The meeting stressed the importance of the joint committee
holding meetings to discuss finalizing agreements signed
by both countries to consolidate their relations.
His Majesty the King gave directives to take the necessary
procedures to open Bahrain’s embassy in the Sudanese
capital Khartoum.

His Majesty the King Meets with the Palestinian President
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received on April
10 Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in the presence
of His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa.
His Majesty the King stressed support for the just Palestinian
cause to reach a fair and durable solution that preserves the
right of the Palestinian people to establish an independent
state with Jerusalem as its capital.
The Palestinian President expressed his thanks and
appreciation to the Kingdom for its support as well as the
royal support for the conference of ambassadors of the
State of Palestine held in Bahrain. He said that the noble
gesture was an indication of the depth of the BahrainiPalestinian relations.
President Abbas emphasized the rejection of foreign
interference in Bahrain’s internal affairs and praised
the Kingdom as a country of harmonious coexistence,
tolerance and peace.
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His Majesty the King holds official talks with the Philippines
President

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa received on April
13 Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte. The two
leaders discussed means of bolstering bilateral relations
and hailed the signing of agreements and memorandums
of understanding (MoU) to reinforce relations and
expand cooperation. The accords included MoU on the
establishment of a Joint High Commission on Bilateral
Cooperation,MoU on cooperation between the Diplomatic
Institute of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the Foreign Service Institute of the Philippine
Department of Foreign Affairs,Protocol on amending articles
of the agreement between Bahrain and the Philippines on
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and a draft protocol on
the agreement on regulating air transport services.

The Kingdom
HRH Prince Minister receives British PM in London
Bahrain, Britain: Strong historical ties, convergent views

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa during the meeting with British PM May

London, April 13 - His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa has lauded the deeprooted relations between Bahrain and Britain, stressing keenness from both sides to promote them at all levels.
During a meeting with British Prime Minister Theresa May on the sidelines of his private visit to the United
Kingdom, HRH Premier praised the expanding political, economic and military cooperation between the two
friendly countries and hailed in this respect the role of the Bahraini-British work group which holds two meetings
annually.
HRH the Premier and his British counterpart reviewed the positive participation of the British Prime Minister in
the GCC-British Summit hosted by Bahrain on December 7 - 6. They wished success to the GCC-British meeting
to be hosted by the UK in November.

HRH Prime Minister receives the
«Arab League Shield for Leadership in Arab Development»

HH Deputy Prime Minister recieving the shield

HRH Prime Minister Prince Khalifa recieving Arab League Invitaion

Cairo, April 10 - His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa has become the first Arab
leader to be awarded the Development Pioneering Work Shield. The Arab League conferred the award on HRH the
Premier in recognition of his crucial role as an architect of modern Bahrain’s development and progress and as an
advocate of pan-Arab joint action.
Deputy Premier His Highness Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al-Khalifa received, on behalf of HRH the Premier, the award from
Arab League Secretary-General Ahmed Aboul Gheet at a grandiose ceremony held at the Arab League’s headquarters,
in the presence of senior Arab political, intellectual, cultural, diplomatic, academic and media personalities.
Aboul Gheet hailed HRH the Premier’s far-sighted development and modernization vision, lauded outstanding efforts
in bringing about progress and advancement in the Kingdom and praised Bahrain’s achievements in various areas.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, described the honor as a
reflection of HRH the Premier’s distinguished status at the local, regional and international level as well as a tribute
for his outstanding role in supporting pan-Arab work and development projects.
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The Kingdom

During the ceremony

HRH Crown Prince attends 2017 Bahrain Grand Prix award ceremony,
praises the role of national youth
Sakhir, April 16 - His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy
Prime Minister, attended the 2017 Gulf Air Bahrain
Grand Prix award ceremony and presented the
race trophies to the winners.
The Crown Prince said that since its inception in
2004 the F1 Bahrain Grand Prix has marked one
of the region’s biggest sporting occasions and
the whole country was once again delighted to
welcome teams and fans back to the Kingdom.
HRH Prince Salman highlighted that with another
high turnout over the race weekend, Bahrain
Grand Prix remains a key fixture within the F1

HRH Crown Prince in Bahrain Circuit
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calendar and continues to generate excitement
both within the Kingdom and around the world.
He said that Bahrain Grand Prix is testament to
the government’s commitment to delivering a
sustainable economy that benefits all Bahrainis.
He noted that more than a decade of experience,
planning, and collaboration with business and
cultural organizations has ensured the Grand Prix
delivers significant economic benefits far beyond
the track.
The Crown Prince extended his appreciation and
thanks to the Bahrain International Circuit staff
and partners for their successful organization of
the race and praised the many Bahraini volunteers
who worked throughout the weekend and acted
as global ambassadors for the Kingdom.
On the sidelines of the race, the Crown Prince
welcomed the UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Interior, Lt. General Shaikh Saif
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who was accompanied by
Shaikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chairman
of the Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable
and Humanitarian Foundation Board of Trustees,
Shaikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Chief
of the Court of the Crown Prince, and Shaikh
Omar bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of
the Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable and
Humanitarian Foundation Board of Trustees.

Diplomacy
Minister of Foreign Affairs: we take pride in the deep-rooted Bahrain-Kuwait relations

Minister of Foreign Affairs at the session of the Supreme Joint Cooperation Committee

Minister of Foreign Affairs at the embassy building inauguration ceremony

Kuwait, April 16 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
affirmed pride in the historical relations between
Bahrain and Kuwait built on solid foundations and
reinforced by the strong brotherly relations between
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and His
Highness Shaikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah, Amir of
the State of Kuwait.
Relations that are built on the shared destiny and
the importance of joint action to achieve the hopes
and aspirations of the peoples of both countries in
stability, progress and prosperity, Shaikh Khalid said
during the official visit to Kuwait upon the invitation of
Shaikh Sabah Al Khalid Al Hamad Al Sabah, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Shaikh Khalid met with the Amir of Kuwait, the Crown
Prince, Shaikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah,
and the Prime Minister, Shaikh Jaber Al Mubarak Al
Hamad Al Sabah.
The Minister took part in the ninth session of
the Bahrain-Kuwait Supreme Joint Cooperation
Committee, during which a number of memorandums
of understanding for cooperation in various fields
were signed. They covered parliament affairs,
electricity, central markets, education, culture, arts,
heritage and environmental protection.
Shaikh Khalid inaugurated the new building of
Bahrain’s embassy in Kuwait. The event was attended
by the Kuwaiti Minister of Foreign Affairs, dignitaries,
senior officials and heads of diplomatic missions in
Kuwait.

Minister of Foreign Affairs in Washington: Bolstering
relations, cooperation in combating terrorist groups
Washington, March 24 - Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid
bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa has affirmed, during a
meeting in Washington with US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson,
Bahrain’s pride in its strong relations with the US, with which it
shares a strategic alliance and a free trade agreement.
Shaikh Khalid also praised efforts by the US to combat terrorist
groups.
Tillerson affirmed the friendly ties and cooperation between
the two countries in all fields and their continued joint action
to overcome extremism and terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.

Minister of Foreign Affairs during his meeting with the US
Secretary of State

Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in Arab League Ministerial Meeting
Jordan, March 27 - Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa took part in
the preparatory meeting of the foreign ministers of the Arab League Council ahead of the 28th ordinary summit in
Jordan.
The ministers discussed the summit agenda that included the Palestinian issue, the Syrian crisis, the situation in
Yemen and Libya, Iranian interference in the internal affairs of Arab countries and combating terrorism.
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Diplomacy
Under the Patronage of HM King Hamad and Palestinian President Abbas
Manama hosts conference of Palestinians ambassadors to Arab and Islamic countries

President Abbas addressing the participants

Manama, April 11 - Under the patronage of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas, and in the presence of Deputy
Premier, Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa,
Bahrain hosted the conference of the ambassadors of
the State of Palestine to Arab and Islamic countries.
President Abbas expressed his sincere thanks and
appreciation to His Majesty King Hamad and Bahrain
for the constant support to the Palestinian cause on all

occasions and their keenness to achieve a just solution.
Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa said that the Palestinian
cause will always be a top priority in Bahrain and
for its foreign policy that supports all regional and
international efforts to reach a just and lasting solution,
with the establishment of an independent Palestinian
state on its national territory, with East Jerusalem as its
capital.

Book launch ceremony under the patronage of Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak
“An Ambassador’s Memoirs … Bahrain and the Arabian Gulf in the Independence Era»

Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa receives a commemorative shield from
Mr Al Baharna

Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa with guests at the event
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Manama, April 18 - A book by former Ambassador
Taqi Al Baharna was launched at a ceremony held at
the Bahrain National Museum under the patronage
of Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Mohammed bin
Mubarak Al Khalifa. The event was attended by
senior officials and members of the diplomatic corps
in Bahrain.
The book, “An Ambassador’s Memoirs … Bahrain
and the Arabian Gulf in the Independence Era”,
documents the author’s diplomatic work as well as
an important phase in Bahrain’s modern history and
the start of diplomatic relations with countries across
the world.
The Deputy Premier stressed the importance of the
book which highlights an important phase in the
history of modern Bahrain.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, thanked the
Deputy Premier for his support and highlighted the
diplomatic career of Al Baharna and the value of the
book as a historic testament to the first ambassador
of Egypt as well as Representative to the Arab
League in Cairo.

Diplomacy
Minister of Foreign Affairs in Riyadh chairs GCC meeting in Riyadh
The Gulf Ministerial Council: Support to Bahrain’s security and measures
Riyadh, March 30 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, has
emphasized the robust stance of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries in facing challenges and
threats irrespective of their origins.
Chairing the meeting of the 142nd GCC Ministerial Council session in Riyadh, Shaikh Khalid underlined
the GCC incessant efforts and steps to build their own capacity and reinforce the internal front within the
framework of their defence and security strategy.
In its statement, the Council commended the efforts of the security agencies in Bahrain and their high
competence in maintaining the stability, security and safety of the country’s territory, affirming support for all
the measures taken by the Kingdom to protect security, stability and achievements.
The Council welcomed the statement issued by the US State Department which named members of the
terrorist Al Ashtar Brigades as Specially Designated Global Terrorists, considering such move as indicative of
a US resolve to counter all forms of terrorism regionally and internationally.

Minister of Foreign Affairs pays tribute to Prince Saud Al Faisal
Riyadh, March 30 - The Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al Khalifa, participated along
with their Highnesses and Excellencies
the GCC ministers of foreign affairs in
the inauguration of Prince Saud Al Faisal
Conference Center at the headquarters of
the GCC Secretariat General in Riyadh.
Shaikh Khalid paid tribute to the late
Prince Saud Al Faisal for the role he had
played in shaping the foreign policy of
the brotherly Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
which reinforced its leading role in
defending Gulf, Arab and Islamic causes
and consolidated the Kingdom’s status at
all international gatherings.
HE Foreign Minister during the launching

Bahrain participates in “Supporting the future of Syria and the Region” conference

Assistant Foreign Minister during the conference

Brussels, April 5 - The Assistant Foreign Minister, Abdulla
bin Faisal bin Jabur Al Doseri participated in the Brussels
International Conference “Supporting the future of Syria and
the Region” in the Belgian capital Brussels.
In the statement he delivered in the name of Bahrain, he
voiced the Kingdom’s condemnation of the heinous attacks
in the province of Idlib and reiterated the demand that those
responsible for the acts be held accountable.
He said the attacks represent violation of international law and
relevant international conventions.
The Assistant Foreign Minister pointed to the exacerbated daily
grave sufferings of the Syrian people despite the efforts that
have been exerted to reach an inclusive settlement.
He reiterated Bahrain’s calls for a political settlement based on a
comprehensive political process built on «Geneva Communiqué
1» and the relevant international resolutions to achieve reforms
and political pluralism.
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Diplomacy
Undersecretary for International Affairs reviews with German officials several issues

Undersecretary for International Affairs during his
meeting with the State Secretary of the Federal Foreign
Office of Germany

Berlin, April 12 - Undersecretary
for International Affairs, Dr. Shaikh
Abdulla bin Ahmed bin Abdulla Al
Khalifa paid a working visit to the
Federal Republic of Germany where
he met with the State Secretary of the
Federal Foreign Office of Germany,
Dr. Markus Ederer.
Dr. Shaikh Abdulla affirmed the mutual
desire and constant will to continue

coordination and consultation to
enhance the relations between the
two countries, leading to a long and
strategic partnership especially given
that Germany occupies a prominent
and influential position in Europe
and worldwide. He Indicated that
there is consensus on the activation
of signed bilateral agreements, and
introductory of new areas to promote
economic and investment relations.
The
Undersecretary
reviewed
the most comprehensive reform
approach led by His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa where the
Kingdom represents an important
voice for openness and moderation in
the Middle East and a leading model
of public freedoms and human rights.
The State Secretary of the Federal
Foreign Office of Germany affirmed his
country’s support for the Kingdom of
Bahrain to strengthen its democratic
path and national security, expressing
keenness to continue to strengthen
cooperation with the Kingdom to
achieve mutual interest. The meeting
also discussed ways to enhance

Bahrain highlights its efforts in implementing
Convention on Nuclear Safety in Vienna

The Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs during his participation in the 7th Review Meeting
of the Convention on Nuclear Safety in Vienna

Vienna, March 29 - Bahrain participated in the seventh Review Meeting
of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Nuclear Safety.
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Chairman of the
National Committee on the Prohibition of Weapons of Mass Destruction,
Abdullah Abdullatif Abdullah, presented Bahrain’s report that highlighted
the procedures and measures taken by the Kingdom to implement the
provisions of the agreement, including the laws and resolutions issued
in the field of radiation protection, in addition to the development of
the Integrated National Security Support Plan(INSSP) and joint GCC
cooperation and the role of the National Committee on the Prohibition
of Weapons of Mass Destruction in this field, pointing out that Bahrain
does not have any nuclear facilities.
The Bahraini delegation also included Dr. Jassim Al Mehza, representing
the Ministry of Health and Ahmed Hussein from the Ministry of Interior.
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and develop bilateral relations and
means of cooperation between the
two countries, exchanging views
on the regional and international
developments of mutual interest.
In another meeting, Dr. Shaikh
Abdulla met with the Undersecretary
for Foreign and Security Policy in the
German Chancellery, Dr. Christoph
Heusgen. Dr. Shaikh Abdulla reviewed
the foreign policy guidelines of the
Kingdom of Bahrain and its positions
on regional and international issues
under the wise leadership of His
Majesty the King and praised the
interest of Germany in the Middle
East and its international respect
and contribution to the promotion of
international peace and security.
Dr. Hughesen praised the relations
and
historical
cooperation
between the two countries and
the distinguished level achieved
in all fields, affirming his country’s
keenness on the developments in the
vital Gulf region and on maintaining
the security and prosperity of the
region.

Bahrain takes part in
GCC Undersecretaries
and Directors of Consular
Departments Meeting
Abu Dhabi, April 18 - The
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Abdullah Abdullatif
Abdullah, took part in the meeting
of the Undersecretaries and
Directors of Consular Departments
of the GCC countries, held in Abu
Dhabi.
Bahrain, the chair of the current
GCC session, opened the meeting
with a statement that affirmed
the importance of consular
cooperation to reinforce GCC joint
work.
The meeting discussed the efforts
being exerted by all sides to work
out plans, programmes and policies
capable of boosting cooperation
between the member states and
their diplomatic missions.

Special Feature
To activate communication with the citizens, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
introduced the completely updated WEJHATY
The Ministry has launched the entirely upgraded and updated
version of its smart phone apps WEJHATY which includes
multi-services in Arabic and English as part of its endeavors
to facilitate communication with the public and to offer
them highly advanced services to match the Kingdom’s
leading role in the eGovernment field.
The apps can be downloaded from Apple Store or Paly
Store on: www.bahrain.bh/apps for citizens to take
advantage of the services that have been developed
in cooperation with the eGovernment.
Highlights of the services are:
Register Your Trip:
It aims to facilitate communication between
citizens and students with Bahraini diplomatic
missions abroad. Citizens record the information
and data of their trips in the primary key, with the
possibility of changing it, if need be.
It also allows for alerting subscribers, in case of
emergency, and arranging for their return. It also
enables them to send assistance requests at any
time through direct contact, email or Twitter.
Bahrainis can also register the plans of their
trips in WEJHATY through the eGovernment
Gate: http://www.bahrain.bh
Visa Enquiry Service
It offers information on the visas required, depending on the citizen’s passport type, and provides countries’
websites that contain visa requirements and whether visas are offered electronically. It also provides
information on the availability of diplomatic missions for these countries in Bahrain and vice versa.
Important Warnings Service
Warnings are provided by the ministry in the event of emergencies by sending alerts and announcements
as well as by updating information on potential incidents as part of its keenness on ensuring the safety of
citizens wherever they are.
Travel Insurance Service
The service provides information on travel insurance and connection with insurance companies.
Accessibility to General Information on the Kingdom of Bahrain
This service is designed to serve the visitors to the Kingdom of Bahrain and familiarize them with the
country’s landmarks. The updates insure accessibility to general information on Bahrain, designed to guide
visitors to explore the most significant landmarks.
The application offers links such as the tour guide application of the Bahrain Authority for Culture and
Antiques, direct e-visa links and the website of the Bahrain International Circuit (BIC) for F 1 visitors.
Other Links and Services
They offer information on passport renewal, travel bans, flights and required visas and provide embassies’
websites for those who wish to obtain visas directly from them. Also available are the Bahrain embassies and
diplomatic missions abroad as well as the foreign missions accredited to Bahrain and elsewhere, with their
addresses, contact numbers, e-mails, working hours and Google maps.
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Special Feature
Communication via Social Networks (Twitter)
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is taking advantage of social media networks to achieve some of its
strategic objectives through accounts on them. This should help achieve one of the objectives of the
government work program on the need to encourage government entities to foster interaction with
the public.
On this basis and in light of the fast-paced development of social networking sites and the priority
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to communicate with citizens and meet their needs, it has sought to
engage in social networking sites to make sure its services reach all the users and find access to the
largest number of people. It also aims to be able to deliver information in various ways (text, image
and video).
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs Twitter account was first created in November 2009. The communication
is characterized by speedy interaction, which the Ministry is keen to attain through social media.
In addition, the Kingdom›s overseas missions have their own Twitter accounts through which they
communicate with the citizens directly. A specialized Foreign Affairs team has been deployed around
the clock to respond to queries and provide assistance to all citizens. The ministry also works through
social networking accounts to send warnings and communicate quickly with the citizens at times of
emergencies such as terrorist attacks and natural disasters. It also uses them to send guiding tweets
in certain seasons, such as travel and Hajj to raise safety awareness.
In addition to Social networks, the ministry follows up and responds to citizen’s inquiries and needs
via its webpage and through the National Suggestion & Complaint system “Tawasul”
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Achievements

Highlights
of
Human
Rights
in
Bahrain

Since 2002, Bahrain has witnessed political and legislative developments, best
manifested in the exercise by citizens, men and women alike, of their political and
civil rights.
These include participation in public affairs, as candidates and voters, in both
parliamentary and municipal elections, and the assumption of legislative and
supervisory tasks over the executive power via their representatives in the legislative
branch.
National Legislations
The national legislations reflect the respect for rights and liberties, such as those
relating to recognition of rights to employment, assurance against unemployment,
protection of children and the elderly and women’s rights as well as combating
trafficking in persons, caring for and employing the disabled and securing the
necessary social insurance for citizens in cases of old age, sickness and disability.
Other rights include protecting orphans and widows, regularizing the Family Law
provisions, protection from family violence, freedom of opinion and religion, and
the right to establish civil society organizations (a total of 607 associations currently
exist in Bahrain).
All these take place within an atmosphere of mutual respect among all community
components.
The constitution and legislations guarantee numerous human rights, such as:
a. The freedom of opinion and expression in Article 23 which states that «freedom
of opinion and scientific research is secured” and that “everyone has the right
to express their opinion verbally, in writing or otherwise, in accordance with the
terms and conditions prescribed by the law, without prejudice to the foundations
of the Islamic faith and the unity of the people, and without arousing discord or
sectarianism.”
b. The stipulation that no crime or punishment is handed down except by the
law, and that the suspect is innocent until proven guilty in a fair legal trial at which
the necessary guarantees for the exercise of the right to defense at all stages of
investigation and trial are granted according to law.
The death penalty is not imposed except in serious cases with significant safeguards
to enforce the death penalty in the Bahraini law.
One of the positive indicators of the human rights progress in Bahrain is the
amendment of the Constitution in 2002, based on the referendum results of the
National Action Charter endorsed by %98.4 of Bahrainis.
The amendments came to emphasize the democratic process and respect for
human rights.
They were followed by the amendment of the constitution in 2012 on the basis of a
national dialogue, with the participation of all spectra of Bahraini society.
The constitutional amendments were endorsed by the parliament and included the
reorganization of the relationship between the executive and legislative branches to
maintain balance between the two.
The amendments also provided additional safeguards to the Council of
Representatives during discussions of the ministers quizzing.
Women in Bahrain have gained their full rights in equality and social justice, in all
fields and in accordance with the Constitution, without prejudice to the provisions
of Islamic Sharia, thanks to the efforts of the Supreme Council for Women.
Bahrain is working on implementing education and information programs aimed
to promote tolerance, national unity and peaceful coexistence among all faiths
and cultures. It also aims at criminalizing incitement of hatred, sectarian violence
and terrorism through media and religious platforms, in accordance with the
Constitution, the law and international conventions.
In the same vein, Bahrain has hosted numerous international conferences on
dialogue among faiths and civilizations and rapprochement between religions. A
prize in this context has been granted to His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
by the Organization for Coexistence between Religions and Civilizations, as a
recognition of his contributions to promote meaningful dialogue between religions
and cultures as well as economic, social and cultural cooperation, mutual respect,
rejection of hatred, and achieving harmony between the various multi-religious and
multicultural communities.
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Achievements
Human Rights Universal Periodic Review
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) has been established by the United
Nations General Assembly in March 2006. The UPR is one of the main
features of the Human Rights Council which functions as a reminder to
all nation states of their responsibility to fully respect and implement all
human rights and fundamental freedoms. The aim of this mechanism is
to improve the human rights situation in all countries and address any
violations wherever they occur.
Bahrain has been tirelessly persistent at the UPR, which occurs once in
every four-year cycle. All 47 Member States of the Council are reviewed
while they sit at the Council, and each review is facilitated by groups of
three States “troikas” who act as rapporteurs.
By system of draw, Bahrain was the very first country to undergo the UPR
which took place in 2008. The country submitted its second UPR in 2012
and the third in February 2017 and is currently preparing to review it in
May.
This process confirms Bahrain’s commitment to its Human Rights
obligations and refutes any skeptics or false allegations in that matter.
Bahrain has issued many laws and established a number of institutions
to ensure protection of human rights:- Decree-Law on the Formation of Trade Unions and its Amendments

Bahrain›s accession to
international conventions:

1990: International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination

1992: The Convention on the Rights of
the Child

1998: Ratification of the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

- Decree-Law approving Bahrain’s accession to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination against Women (EDAW)
- Law on Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons
- Law on Combating Trafficking in Persons

2002: Convention On The Elimination
Of All Forms Of Discrimination Against
Women

- Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission
2004: The Convention on the Rights
of the Child with regard to child
involvement in armed conflicts

This commission was established by Decree 2013/61 to monitor
prisons and places where detention may take place, with the purpose
of monitoring the conditions of inmates and making sure they are not
subjected to ill-treatment.
Launched in 2013, it was the first of its kind in the Middle East and won
the European Union’s Women’s Human Rights Award.

2004: The Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child
regarding child sale, prostitution and
pornography

2006: International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights

2007: The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

The Ombudsman is an administratively and financially independent
body, established to handle complaints against the employees of the
Ministry of the Interior in the event one of them commits a wrongdoing
because of or during performance of duty.
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2011: The Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities

Stances

Bahrain’s stances in March and April
March 28

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the ballistic missile attacks on Saudi cities
by the coup militias in Yemen.

March 31

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing that targeted a
mosque in the city of Parachinar in Pakistan.

April 1

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs denounces the barbaric assault on Major General
Ahmed Al Asiri, Advisor to the Minister of Defense of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
and spokesman of the Arab Coalition Forces for the Support of Legitimacy in Yemen.

April 3

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing of a subway station
in St. Petersburg in the Russian Federation.

April 5

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the bombing of the Syrian town of Khan
Shaykhun.

April 7

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs supports the military operations conducted by the
United States of America against the sites from which attacks using chemical weapons
were launched on Khan Shaikhoun in Syria.

April 7

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist truck attack that took place in
Stockholm.

April 9

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attacks targeting the Mar
Girgis Coptic Church (Saint George) in Tanta and Saint Mark’s church in Alexandria
in Egypt.

April 21

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on the French police on
Champs-Elysées in Paris.

April 22

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomes the release of the Qatari and Saudi nationals
who were kidnapped in the Republic of Iraq.

Human Rights

National Institution for Human Rights
Main scope of the work of the (NIHR)

Law No. 26 of 2014 has been
issued on the Establishing of
the National Institution for
Human Rights (NIHR), to be
based in the city of
Manama.
The Paris Principles endorsed by the General
Assembly of the United
Nations in its Resolution No.
(134/48) for the year 1993 –
form the legal reference in
the establishment of the
Institution

1

Receive, examine and research complaints related to human rights, refer such complaints as
appropriate to the competent authorities, effectively follow-up such complaints, or guide
stakeholders on the procedures to be followed and assist them in decision-making, or
settlement of cases with the authorities concerned.

2

To Issue newsletters, printed material, data and special reports, and upload them on the
Institution website and to host conferences and educational events in the ﬁeld of human rights.

3

Study legislations and regulations that fall within the areas of human rights, recommend amendments as it deems appropriate in this regard, and ensure they are appropriate with the Kingdom
of Bahrain’s international obligations in the ﬁeld of human rights.

4

To participate in the production and implementation of a national plan for the promotion and
protection of Human Rights in the Kingdom.

5

To submit parallel reports, and participate in the drafting and discussion of the reports which the
kingdom is obliged to periodically submit for the implementation of regional and international
conventions concerning human rights.

6

To cooperate with national bodies, regional, international organizations and authorities
concerned with cultural, media, and educational affairs, as well as relevant institutions in other
countries that work for the promotion and protection of human rights.
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Opinions

Mr. Abdulla bin Faisal bin
Jabur Al Doseri
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
is in charge of the human rights
dossier in the Kingdom of Bahrain
and seeks to highlight the
achievements and developments
in all fields, sparing no effort in
confronting the slanders targeting
the Kingdom.
The ministry regularly stresses its
commitment to further advance
the development of these human
rights in a manner consistent with
the Kingdom’s principles and
orientations, under the reform
process launched by His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.
The Kingdom has come a long
way in promoting and protecting
human rights, ratifying the majority
of Human Rights international
treaties, foremost of which are the
International Covenants on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), and
the Economic, Social, and Cultural
Rights (ICESCR), the Arab Charter
on Human Rights, the Convention
Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment, the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination, the
Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), the
Convention of the Rights of the
Child, and the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
This
progressive
approach
stresses the importance of
promoting
and
protecting
the values of coexistence and
moderation, as stated in the
Kingdom’s Constitution and the
National Action Charter.
Bahrain has also been keen to
fully implement its voluntary
pledges in accordance with the

Human Rights in Bahrain: A History of
honorable accomplishments

recommendations of the Bahrain
Independent Commission of
Inquiry (BICI) and is working to
implement the recommendations
of the Universal Periodic Review
of Human Rights (UPR) and to
cooperate constructively with the
Human Rights Council and the
Office of the High Commissioner.
The Kingdom submitted its first
UPR in 2008, the second in 2012,
and is currently preparing to review
the third report in May, which
confirms Bahrain’s commitment
to abide by the mechanisms of
the Human Rights Council and
the international standards in that
regard.
At
the
institutional
level,
Bahrain has established several
committees and human rights
organizations, such as the National
Institution for Human Rights, the
Ombudsman, the Prisoners and
Detainees Rights Commission,
the Special Investigations Unit
at the Public Prosecution, and
two human rights committees
at each of the two houses in the
Parliament.
Furthermore,
the
Kingdom
ensures the rights of the civil
society to establish human rights
societies.
In the field of politics, Law No. 24
for 2002 was issued, giving the
right to form political societies.
Bahrain is diligently working,
mainly through education and
media, on promoting the values
of tolerance, national unity and
coexistence among all religions,
sects, cultures and civilizations
and on banning actions that
instigate
hate,
sectarianism,
violence or terrorism.
Bahrain is fully committed to
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continue its efforts to consolidate
human rights as a way of life for all
through a modern methodology
and an evolving national strategy
stemming from its cultural
and civilizational values and
democratic principles established
in the framework of the reform
process launched by His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.
I would like to commend the
efforts of the Supreme Council
for Women, chaired by Her Royal
Highness Princess Sabeeka Bint
Ibrahim Al-Khalifa, Wife of His
Majesty the King, and which since
its establishment in 2001, has
worked on elevating the status of
Bahraini women and empowering
them politically, socially and
economically according to the
national plan (2013-2022).
In this regard, I would also like to
stress the keenness of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs on activating
the Equal Opportunities Unit
established on 14 August 2011,
under the directives of the Foreign
Minister, His Excellency Shaikh
Khalid Bin Ahmed Al-Khalifa.
Bahrain is also committed to
international efforts in the area of
human rights to maintain a solid
basis of objectivity and credibility
and to reinforce the importance
of respecting the rule of law.

*Assistant Foreign Minister

Bahrain at a Glance
BAHRAIN INTERNATIONAL
CIRCUIT

«The Home of Motorsport in the Middle East» was officially opened on 17 March 2004, after its establishment on an area
of 1.7 million square meters in Sakhir based on the latest specifications and international standards.
It has five different circuits, a Formula One track of 5,412 km, and several facilities and buildings, most notably a ninestorey circular tower dedicated to VIP guests and an integrated media center. The circuit hosted in April 2017 the
Formula 1, for the 13th time since its inception. It had won an award from the International Automobile Federation (FIA)
for the best race in 2004. It is one of the initiatives of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister who said it was a golden opportunity to reach
out to the whole world and highlight the significance of this region.

Economics
Set Up a Business
in Bahrain

Source: Bahrain Economic Development Board

Costs

Your relationship manager will refer
you to our Bahrain Investors Centre,
which is an efﬁcient one-stop-shop for
setting up a business, and will follow
up on registration applications. Additionally, your relationship manager
will liaise with the relevant ministries,
as well as the business community, to
ease the process of setting up.

Infrastructure

Businesses setting up in Bahrain
receive valuable assistance, helping
them to assess their opportunities in
the Gulf and to execute the practical
steps free of charge.

Market
opportunity

Regulatory, legal
and tax issues

Workforce
requirements

The Economic Development Board’s
business development team supports
investors. Sector specialists can help
you to analyse:

You will be assigned a relationship
manager who can introduce you
to other companies that have set
up in the kingdom.

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh

However, our support does not stop
there: one of the things that makes
Bahrain unique is the continued level
of support you receive after you have
set up your business. We do not just
bring you out here; we help you to
succeed.
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