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MoFA welcomes annual Human Rights and Democracy 
Report issued by Minister of State for Human Rights at 

Foreign & Commonwealth Office of United Kingdom

Lord Tariq Ahmad, Minister Human Rights PM's 
Envoy: Freedom of Religion or Belief:

“Bahrain became the first Gulf state to reach Tier 1 in the 
US Department of State’s annual Trafficking in Persons 
Report, indicating that Bahrain has made efforts to address 
the problem. We continue to support these efforts, and 
encourage Bahrain to share experiences more widely, 

including with its Gulf neighbours. ” 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes the annual Human Rights 
and Democracy Report issued by the Minister of State for Human Rights at the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom, concerning human rights in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain and other countries considered human rights priority countries by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office. 

The Ministry commends the reports’ high level of objectivity, based on clear facts and 
reflecting the Kingdom’s efforts in promoting human rights. The report also highlighted the 
Kingdom’s achievement in reaching Tier 1 in the US Department of State Trafficking in Persons 
(TiP) Report, as the first country in the region to reach such a global status.

The Ministry also affirms the Kingdom of Bahrain’s commitment in cooperating with allies to 
promote the concept of respect for human rights and preserving freedom in accordance with 
international standards, as well as continuing to work on reaching similar achievements in this 
area. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
extends condolences on 
demise of former US 
President George H.W Bush
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa, extends 
the sincere condolences of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, His Royal Highness the Prime Minister, Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First 
Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, to the President of the 
United States of America, Donald Trump, on the demise of the former US president, 
George H.W Bush. 

This came during the visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to the Embassy of the 
United States of America in the Kingdom of Bahrain to offer condolences on the 
demise of former President George H.W Bush. The Minister of Foreign Affairs 
expressed his deepest condolences to the family of the deceased and to the people 
of the United States of America, recalling his contributions in enhancing the 
Kingdom’s historical relations with the US on various levels, as well as his honorable 
stances in establishing peace and security regionally and internationally.

Article

Message from the Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain in Ankara on the 
occasion of  the National Day of the 

Kingdom of Bahrain

On the occasion of the Kingdom of Bahrain's national celebrations on 
16 and 17 December, in commemoration of the establishment of the 
modern Bahraini state, an Arab and Muslim country founded by 
Ahmed Al-Fatah in 1783, the 47th anniversary of its full membership 
in the United Nations, and the 19th anniversary of His Majesty's 
accession to the throne. It is his Majesty who has initiated a 
comprehensive a civilizational comprehensive reform approach was 
keen to pursue its implementation to achieve Bahrain’s boost in all 
areas to be source of pride for all citizens and residents. We also 
extend the same to His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, who 
adamantly worked on Bahraini society strength and longevity to 
realize social cohesion and worked wholeheartedly towards the 
nation and its progress in full commitment to comprehensive and 
sustainable development. We also extend the same greetings to His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister for 
demarcating the right path for Bahrainis to progress in all fields. We 
also pay him tribute for his efforts to promote the Bahraini society and 
securing a better future for Bahraini citizens as well as meeting their 
needs so as they effectively confront the requirements and challenges 
of the era. The same greetings are also extended to the Bahraini 
citizens who are keen on the nation’s leadership-people harmony, 
integrity, sovereignty, stability and security of the country. Such 
harmony represents in itself a precious gift on the National Day, which 
is an annual occasion on which the blessed Bahrain process get 
stronger year after year to constitute a source of pride under the role 
of the leader of the reform and sustainable development leader. 
Actually, Bahraini citizens who aspire for the building and 
development of their country, celebrate the National Day by 
renewing their loyalty and belonging while consolidating the values of 
citizenship and patriotism and preserving gains. We, in Bahrain, boast 
of many competencies capable of promoting the nation and making 
the dreams and aspirations of the leadership come true. On this 
special occasion, I would also like to pay tribute to His Majesty the 
King for his insightful vision to order concomitant celebration of the 
Martyrs Day with the annual national celebrations, which is a source of 
pride as it embodies values of loyalty and belonging to the homeland 
par excellence. The Martyrs Day is a symbol of genuine authenticity of 
gratitude to the heroes who sacrificed their lives for the sake of 
Bahrain; hence deserving to remain in minds and souls. We would also 
like to extend our appreciation and gratitude to their parents, 
mothers, wives, children and families. Every Bahraini citizen will 
remember the martyrs forever, with such pride and honor, and seek to 
make the Martyr Day a symbol of solidarity, compassion and national 
unity. To conclude, I pray God Almighty to make the national 
celebrations and happy occasions on going in the peace-loving 
Bahrain, which is open to everyone in this world, with further safety, 
stability, progress and prosperity.

Dr. Ibrahim Yusuf Al-Abdullah
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to 

the Republic of Turkey

Historic voter turnout at the parliamentary and 
municipal elections... with the first female Bahraini 

as Speaker of the Council of Representatives

Fawzia bint Abdullah Zainal makes history 
as the first Bahraini female elected as the 
Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives, after winning with a 
total of 25 votes.

The preliminary rate of voter turnout  at 
the parliamentary and municipal 
elections for the year 2018 was %67, 
higher than the previous rate of 2014 

which was %53. This historical ratio 
mirrors the Bahraini citizens’ 
confidence in the State 

institutions and confirms their role 
in the comprehensive development 

process in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Special appendix - December 2018

The Royal Speech of the Fifth Legislative Term

His Majesty the King inaugurated the first 
session of the fifth legislative term of the Shura 
Council and the House of Representatives.

*To view the speech of His Majesty the King please 
scan this QR Code

About the Bahraini Parliament

Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

Development of the qualitative distribution of 
parliamentary seats during the period 2002 - 2018

Distribution of parliamentary seats for 
the fifth legislative term

A global organization for national parliaments 
that promotes democratic governance, 
institutions and values by working with 
parliaments to respond to people's needs and 
aspirations.

The Inter-Parliamentary Union works for Peace, 
Democracy, Human Rights, Gender Equality, 
Youth Empowerment and Sustainable 
Development through political dialogue, 
cooperation and parliamentary action.

Includes:

Member Parliament.

Establishment: in 1889.
Headquarters: Geneva.

Associate Members.

Reasons why Global Parliamentary 
Conferences are held

12

An opportunity to discuss and adopt 
decisions that may directly affect the lives of 
citizens
An opportunity for parliamentarians to 
negotiate the issues where governments' 
views may differ and try to bridge them.
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Participation in the Regional-Parliamentary Union 
of the Shura Council during the period 2014-2018
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The elections of members of the House 
of Representatives in 2002 were 
considered the  first parliamentary 
elections in the history of Bahrain after 
the launch of the reform project of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

The Fifth Legislative Term voter turnout 
reached %67

The election of Fawzia Abdullah Zainal 
as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives is a historic victory for 
women to be able to reach such an 
important position by direct election.

Facts
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Decree-Law

Suggestions for legislation

Law-Project Suggestions for amending the 
Constitution

Suggestions of desire General discussions

462

7 37

189

2

121

Topics approved by the Council of 
Representatives during the fourth 

legislative term

Relationship between the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union
A cooperation agreement was concluded in 1996 between the United Nations and the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
The General Assembly granted the Inter-Parliamentary Union the permanent observer status.
In December 2010, the General Assembly adopted resolution 123/65 on cooperation between the 
United Nations, national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.
Cooperation between the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union serves the purpose of 
mobilizing greater parliamentary support for the United Nations in implementing multilateral 
agreements.
Cooperation adds a unique parliamentary perspective to the consultations and decisions of the United 
Nations on major global issues.
Strengthening interaction between the United Nations, national parliaments and the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in helping bridge the democracy gap in international relations.

Comparison between Philosophers and Thinkers

Thomas Hobbes
(1588 – 1679)

Jean Jacques Rousseau
 (1712 – 1778)

John Locke
(1632-1704)

Chef d'oeuvre:
Leviathan

Life is "solitary, 
poor, nasty, brutish, 
and short" and the 
human being selfish 
and evil by nature.

Life is perfect and virtue 
and happiness have 
prevailed among all 
individuals but the city 
has undermined life.

Life is good, its people 
are free and equal and 
can exchange benefits.

Chef d'oeuvre:
Social Contract

Chef d'oeuvre:
Letter on Toleration 

The state of nature:

The Social Contract:

Freedom:

The goal of the “social 
contract” is to ensure 
security and end the 
state of nature, which 
means to surrender all 
the natural rights of 
the individuals to the 
State. It is the one 
entitled to do all the 
necessary to control 
society.

liberty exists where 
the law is silent.

Freedom can be obtained 
within the limits of law.

The sharing of benefits and the 
enjoyment of rights and 
freedoms under the rule of 
natural law guaranteeing the 
right to life, liberty and property.

The human being in the 
pure state of nature is 
neither good nor bad but 
society corrupts them 
quickly, as everyone works 
to achieve their personal 
interests. The social contract 
aims to make the people 
sovereign.

People are in one hand and 
sovereignty is on the other 
hand. The legitimacy of the 
Authority is conditional on 
the Governor's commitment 
to promote rights and 
freedoms.

Special appendix - December 2018

Winners

Percentage

Candidates

Winners
Percentage

Candidates

Of the total members 
of the council

Of the total members 
of the council
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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs launches the 
#Bahrain_for_all campaign on national 
coexistence in the Kingdom of Bahrain for 

the National Day

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kingdom of 
Bahrain welcomes UNSC resolution 2451on 

ceasefire in Hodeidah, Republic of Yemen
21 December 2018

 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain welcomes the
 on the ceasefire in  2451  United Nations Security Council Resolution
 Hodeidah, the Republic of Yemen, and the deployment of a team to
 monitor the Stockholm Agreement, which reflects the keenness of the
 international community to reach a comprehensive final solution that is
 based on the Gulf initiative and its executive mechanism, the outcomes
 2015  of the National Dialogue Conference, and the UNSC Resolution
 to restore peace and security throughout the Republic of Yemen, 2216 -
 preserve its unity and territorial integrity and end the Iranian

 interference in its internal affairs
 The Ministry commends the efforts and positive stances of the UNSC
 members, namely those of the State of Kuwait, United States of America,
 United Kingdom, and the role of the Arab Coalition to Support Legitimacy
 in Yemen which have contributed to this crucial resolution. The Ministry

 also looks forward to the continuation of the support of the
 international community for the efforts of the Special Envoy of

 the Secretary-General for Yemen, Martin Garffiths
 to ensure the implementation of

this resolution

participation


