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Turkish
President
in
landmark visit to Bahrain
His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa welcomed the
President of Turkey, Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan who made a
landmark visit to the Kingdom
of Bahrain on February 12-13.
HM King Hamad and President
Erdoğan held rounds of talks
and attended the signing
of
several memoranda of
understanding.

Editorial
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
All political systems are based on two interlaced
dimensions: internally, the dimension focuses on the
political, economic and social objectives and policy;
externally, the dimension is based on the principles and
objectives that it seeks to maintain and achieve within its
foreign relations.
Since its establishment during the rule of late Shaikh
Ahmed Al Fateh in 1783 and gaining UN membership in
1971, the Kingdom of Bahrain has followed a dynamic,
proactive policy that positively interacted with all
diplomatic, regional and international developments and
successfully defended the nation’s higher interests and
consolidated its achievements.
In a world of rapid changes and daunting challenges,
Bahrain’s diplomacy has steadily played an active role in
various activities and diplomatic events. Its representatives
have not confined themselves to a passive role, and,
thanks to their laudable knowledge and expertise,
engaged diligently in conveying the positions and visions
of the Kingdom in all regional and international fora. They
regularly highlighted the nation’s profound commitment
to the values that the Kingdom holds dear and cherishes
greatly of moderation and rationality in stances, wisdom
and consistency in policies, and depth of vision and good
management in issues.
Bahrain’s diplomacy has been able, throughout decades
of diligent work and focused efforts, to achieve the goals it
had set out to accomplish, drawing on its strategic location
and on its outstanding regional and global links.
Thus, it could consolidate its relations with various

countries and enhance its regional and international
standing through its achievements and commitment
to the principles of peace, development and good
neighbourliness.
This remarkable status that has kept us proud of our
heritage, optimistic about our present and encouraged
about our future could not have been achieved without
the tremendous support and essential directives of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. His vision is a
continuance of the bold and wise steps taken by his father,
the late Emir Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, may God
rest his soul in eternal peace, to boost Bahrain’s openness
on the world and to look forward with growing confidence
towards a vibrant future.
The wisdom of His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister, coupled with the
support of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander
and First Deputy Prime Minister are critical factors in the
success story of Bahrain’s diplomacy. The fundamental
role of His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al
Khalifa, the first Foreign Minister, in founding Bahrain’s
diplomacy is another highly praised cornerstone.
The Diplomatic Gazette aims to showcase the
progressiveness of Bahrain and to highlight the various
diplomatic, political and cultural efforts and activities
undertaken in the kingdom. It will also tackle important
issues of concern in an analytical approach for the benefit
of readers and researchers.

The Kingdom
Turkish President: Receiving this medal is a symbol of the fraternal relations
between Turkey and Bahrain

- HM awarding the Turkish President the Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa Medal

Bahrain, Feb. 12: His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa received the President
of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan, during his official visit to the
Kingdom of Bahrain.
His Majesty began the official discussions
by welcoming President Erdoğan and
reiterating the full support of the Kingdom
of Bahrain to the Turkish President and his
government in all their efforts to further
develop Turkey and ensure it’s security and
stability.
In an act portraying the gratitude of the
Kingdom of Bahrain for the Republic of
Turkey, His Majesty bestowed the Turkish
President the Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifa Medal, the highest honour in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, in recognition of his
efforts in the development of the BahrainiTurkish relations.

The Turkish President gave a speech and confirmed that his country will continue to stand by Bahrain
and that the strong Bahraini-Turkish relations will continue to grow to encompass all fields. President
Erdoğan confirmed that receiving the Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa Medal reflects the fraternal
relations of the two countries and that he will cherish the medal emphasizing its distinguished and
historical status.

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan
attended the signing of a number of agreements and memoranda of understanding
(MOU) including:

An MOU regarding
Visa waiver for regular
passport holders of
both countries.

An MOU between the
Ministry of Education
of the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the Council
of Higher Education of
the Republic of Turkey.

An executive program
for cooperation in
the field of education
2017-2019.

An
MOU
for
cooperation in the
production of military
equipment.
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The Kingdom
HRH the Prime Minister: The Turkish experiment is a model for progress and prosperity

- Turkish President with HRH the Prime Minister and HRH the Crown Prince

His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister, met with the President of the Republic
of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, in the presence of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince and First Deputy Prime Minister. The Prime Minister stressed that the Turkish experiment is a role
model in combining modernity with authenticity and heritage. He also commended Turkey’s moderate form of
Islam. The Prime Minister also highlighted the historical status of Turkey in the Arab/Islamic world adding that it
is an advanced model for a modern and developed Islamic state. He also lauded the historical and cultural ties
between the countries which paves the way for further cooperation.

The Turkish President visits Al
Fateh Centre and Bait Al Quran
The President of the Republic of Turkey,
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, vistited Al Fateh
Islamic Centre with the the Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
head of the accompanying delegation.
President Erdoğan also visited Bait Al
Quran where he saw the different halls
and divisions of this Islamic monument
and its library and museum.

- The Turkish President looking at some of the items in Bait Al Quran Museum.

Emine Erdogan, the spouse of the President of the Republic of Turkey during a tour in the old Manama Souq
accompanied by the Secretary General of the Supreme Council for Women, Hala Al Ansari.
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The Kingdom
Turkish President: Our relations with Bahrain have great significance and are at
an important stage
Bahrain, Feb. 13: On the sidelines of the visit of the President of the Republic of Turkey, Recep Tayyip Erdoğan,
to the Kingdom of Bahrain, he gave a lecture discussing Turkey’s vision for peace in the Middle East in the
presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, a number of high-level officials
and representatives of diplomatic missions in the Kingdom.

- The Turkish President giving his lecture

President Erdoğan affirmed that
the Bahraini-Turkish relations are
constantly progressing, especially
considering that the two sides
share outlooks on a number
economic and political issues. The
Turkish President also reiterated
that the upcoming period must
see the consolidation of bilateral
relations between the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the Republic of Turkey
as well as relations between Turkey
and the GCC to serve the interests
of all sides.
The Turkish President expressed
his joy for visiting the Kingdom of
Bahrain and conveyed his gratitude
to His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa for his gracious hospitality
and highlighted the importance of
the ties between the two countries.
He affirmed the commitment of his
country to the sustainable security,
stability and prosperity of the
Kingdom and thanked Bahrain for
its stance in support of the Turkish

- A section of the audience

Republic in face of the failed coup
last year highlighting that Bahrain,
government and people, stood by
the legitimate Turkish government.
President Erdoğan also highlighted
the visit of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa to the Republic of
Turkey, making him the first Arab
leader to visit the Republic after the
failed coup. He affirmed that this
visit was of significant importance
to the Turkish people. The President
also confirmed that his visit comes
in an effort to consolidate the
ties between the two countries,
and is a clear indicator that these
ties have reached very important
heights. He further highlighted
that the Turkish support for the
Kingdom of Bahrain will continue
and the relations will develop in all
fields including industrial, military,
defence and cultural.
The President of Turkey spoke
about the grave regional crises
indicating that it is our duty to

stand strong in the face of these
challenges to achieve peace and
security. He also spoke about the
situation in Syria, Libya, Iraq and
Yemen as well as the Palestinian
cause and combating terrorism and
called on all countries in the region
to not focus their attention solely
on internal security and join forces
in the face of regional challenges.
Everyone in the region has a shared
fate and it is important to combat
Persian racism that is marketed in
Syria and Iraq which uses sectarian
tensions to divide the region.
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The Kingdom

Kerala Chief Minister hails Bahrain’s openness
Bahrain, Feb. 11: His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, the King of Bahrain, received
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan during
his visit to Bahrain where he praised the
long-standing historical ties between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and the Republic of
India. His Majesty also hailed the mutual
respect, cooperation and coordination
between both nations in different areas and
highlighted the longstanding friendship and
ways of expanding cooperation in economic,
investment, and trade and tourism fields.
The King commended the contribution of the
Indian expatriate community and businessmen
from the State of Kerala to Bahrain’s
development, progress and prosperity. He
also added that the Kingdom of Bahrain has
always been a beacon of tolerance and coexistence, embracing all religions and faiths,
governed by the spirit of a closely-knit family
and a globalized outlook.

- HM the King receiving the Chief Minister of Kerala

Chief Minister Vijayan paid tribute to His Majesty the King and hailed his role and dedicated efforts to
bolster bilateral relations, lauding the care which the Indian expatriate community finds in Bahrain. He
commended Bahrain’s decades-long policy of openness, which contributed to its development, progress
and prosperity.

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan also
met with His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime Minister
and His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy
Prime Minister.
HRH the Prime Minister praised the
outstanding
deep-rooted
BahrainiIndian relations that ensure success in
cooperation in all fields.
HRH the Crown Prince praised the
relations between the Kingdom of Bahrain
and the Republic of India. He stressed
on the importance of consolidating
the Bahraini-Indian cooperation and of
building on the existing agreements.
Kerala Chief Minister expressed his
gratitude and appreciation of the
invitation of Their Royal Highnesses and
reiterated that this invitation reflects
their care and support of Bahraini-Indian
relations.
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- HRH the Prime Minister receiving the Chief Minister of Kerala

- HRH the Crown Prince receiving the Chief Minister of Kerala
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The Kingdom
The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques: The visit of the
Crown Prince had important outcomes

Outcomes
of
the
discussions between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia
Developing coordination:

Coordination on the most
pressing shared strategic
issues.
Encouraging investment:

- The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques receiving HRH the Crown Prince

Saudi Arabia, Feb. 15: The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, received His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister. King Salman
welcomed HRH the Crown Prince and praised the relations between
the two countries and positive outcomes of His Royal Highness’ visit.
HRH Prince Salman expressed his thanks and appreciation to The
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques for his supportive stances of the
Kingdom of Bahrain which reflect the significant, historic and unique
relationship between the two Kingdoms. He, furthermore, praised
the efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in backing the GCC and
joint GCC action.

HRH the Crown Prince and his Saudi counterpart discuss
means of developing relations and security cooperation
Saudi Arabia, Feb. 15: His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Prime Minister, met His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad
bin Naif bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister
and Deputy Minister of Interior of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the
Saudi capital, Riyadh.
The Crown Princes affirmed the historical relations between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia that have
become an inter-Arab relations role model.
HRH Prince Salman expressed his pride in the role of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in supporting the GCC and joint GCC action to ensure
the security and stability of the region and play a role in countering
terrorism.

Establishing a specialized
office for Saudi investors
in the Ministry of Industry,
Commerce and Tourism
to simply their procedures
and allow investors in both
countries to make direct
investments in the stock
market; and to double list
contributing companies.
Travelers procedures and
customs:

To speed up finishing
procedures to open a onepoint system between
countries and facilitate
truck
movements.
Security matters:

To
develop
security
cooperation on combating
terrorism and extremism.
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Diplomacy

The Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in 4th session of ArabRussian Cooperation Forum

- Group photo of the Arab-Russian Cooperation Forum participants

UAE, Feb. 1: The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa, participated in the 4th session of the ArabRussian Cooperation Forum at the level of Foreign
Ministers, which was held in Abu Dhabi, United
Arab Emirates.
The Foreign Ministers reviewed the results of
the 3rd session of the Arab-Russian Cooperation
Forum, which was held on February 26, 2016,

in Moscow, and the Action Plan which aims to
implement the principles of the forum and its
objective. They also stressed the importance of
dialogue and cooperation between the two sides.
The Ministers also condemned terrorism in all
shapes and forms and reiterated that terrorist acts
are criminal and unjustified regardless of their
motives. They also agreed to hold the 5th session
of the Forum in 2018 in the Russian capital Moscow.

Pakistan’s President expresses pride in strong ties between the two countries
Pakistan, Feb. 6: The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa, conveyed the greetings of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, His Royal Highness
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, the Prime
Minister; and His Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime
Minister, to the President of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, Mamnoon Hussain, and their wishes
for good health and further progress and
prosperity.
The Minister affirmed the commitment of both
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countries to the bilateral relations stating that
this commitment is an essential factor for further
developing them to serve their shared interests
and to ensure security and stability in the
region. He also praised the role of the Pakistani
community in the the Kingdom’s development.
During his official visit to the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs met with
Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif and the Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister, Tariq Fatemi.
The meetings discussed the strong relations
between Bahrain and Pakistan.

Diplomacy
Pakistan affirms its commitment to developing ties with Bahrain

Pakistan. Feb. 7: The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
expressed his appreciation of Pakistan’s support of
the security and stability of the Kingdom of Bahrain
and praised it’s support of various Gulf, Arab and
Muslim causes.
This came during the Minister’s speech at the first
meeting of the Bahraini-Pakistani Joint Ministerial
Committee held in Pakistan. The Minister affirmed
the commitment of the Kingdom of Bahrain to further
develop cooperation with the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, especially considering the commercial and
economic potentialities.
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs
of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Sartaj Aziz,
welcomed the Minister of Foreign Affairs and praised
the progress of relations between the Kingdom of

Bahrain and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
An MOU on Agriculture and Marine Resources, and
an MOU between the Bahrain Institute of Diplomacy
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the Services Academy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
were signed. The two sides agreed to hold the second
joint committee meeting in Manama in 2019. Shaikh
Khalid and Aziz, held a press conference after the
conclusion of the Joint Ministerial Commission. The
two sides also held a meeting in which the Minister of
Foreign Affairs expressed his pride and appreciation
for the friendly relations between the two countries.
Mr. Aziz confirmed his country’s commitment to
developing relations with the Kingdom of Bahrain,
wishing the Kingdom further progress and prosperity.

Bahrain submits its third National Universal Bahrain and Sudan held political
consultations
Periodic Review Report
Bahrain, Feb. 2: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presented its
3rd National Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Report to the
United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC) and the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.
The Assistant Foreign Minister, Abdulla bin Faisal bin
Jabur Al Doseri, stated that the 3rd national UPR report
includes measures adopted by the Kingdom of Bahrain to
implement the recommendations proposed by countries
during the HRC’s discussion of Bahrain’s 2nd national UPR
report. He added that the report highlights the important
developments and achievements in the promotion and
protection of human rights in the legislative, executive, and
judicial areas during the past four years. The report outlines
the Government Action Plan (2015-2018), which aims at
realizing a just, safe and prosperous society.

Sudan, Feb. 7: The Undersecretary for Regional
and GCC Affairs, Ambassador Waheed
Mubarak Sayyar, praised the relations between
the Kingdom of Bahrain and the Republic
of Sudan, which are witnessing continuous
progress in different fields owing to His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and President
Omar Hassan Ahmed Al-Bashir. This came
during Ambassador Sayyar’s participation
in the Bahrain-Sudan Political Consultation
Committee’s meeting in Khartoum.
Ambassador Sayyar also welcomed the USA’S
decision to lift some sanctions imposed on
Sudan, wishing the country and its people
further progress and prosperity.
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Diplomacy
FM awards the UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa
Al-Khalifa Prize for the use of ICT in education
France, Feb. 21: On behalf of His Majesty the King,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa awarded The
UNESCO King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa Prize for the
use of information and communication technologies
in education in presence of the Minister of education
Dr. Majid bin Ali Al Nuaimi during the award ceremony
organized by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in
cooperation with the Ministry of Education at the
UNESCO headquarters in Paris.
The Minister of Foreign affairs extended sincere
congratulations to the winner of The UNESCO
King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the use of
information and communication technologies in
education Kiron Open Higher Education institution
in Germany for the significant service it provided to
refugees, its keenness to defuse their suffering and
provide them with opportunity to receive university
degrees to enable them fulfill their potential
and improve their life prospects through online

education. The award was also given to JAAGO
Foundation in Bangladesh for its success in providing
quality education to children in rural areas using
visual communication remote system. This win will
encourage other institutions to follow its steps to
invest in modern education technologies to empower
underprivileged individuals across the globe.

Foreign Affairs Minister takes part in the opening of the Munich Security Conference

Germany, Feb. 17: The Minister of Foreign Affairs
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al
Khalifa took part in the the opening of the 53rd
session of the Munich Security Conference in
Munich, Federal Republic of Germany. German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, US Vice President
Mike Pence, a number of heads of states, heads of
governments and Foreign and Defense Ministers.
This year’s conference agenda focused on
international security and political developments
and their repercussions on international peace
and security, mechanisms of conflict resolution
that pose threats to global stability including the
Syrian conflict, fight against terrorism and other
conflicts that threaten the international community
were discussed.
The Munich Security Conference is a key
international forum as it brings together high
level officials, diplomats, and military personnel to
discuss and exchange views on key global issues
with the aim of generating means of ensuring
international security and help state actors in
9
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overcoming their challenges.
On the sidelines of the 53rd session of the Munich
Security Conference, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al Khalifa met the Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Adel Al Jubeir, the
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic
of Armenia Edward Nalbandian, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway, Børge
Brende.
They discussed bilateral relations and ways
to further boost them and highlighted the
importance of reciprocal visits between officials
from both countries to promote cooperation.
The meetings discussed the important issues on
the agenda of the Munich Security Conference as
well as issues of common interest.
Shaikh Khalid also met with the CommissionerGeneral of The United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA), Pierre Krähenbühl.

Special Feature

National Action
Charter Celebrated
The National Action Charter,
the special political and social
document that paved the way
for profound changes in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, celebrated
on February 14 its 16th
anniversary.
The Charter was approved
by %98.4 of the people of
Bahrain and was a great step
towards modernisation and
development that covered
human, political and religious
rights
and
freedom
of
e x p re s s i o n .

Basic provisions of the Charter include:

1
Separation of
Powers
With a view to consecrating a stable
democracy, the government system
is based on checks and balances, i.e.,
the separation of, and cooperation
among, the three powers namely,
the legislature, the executive and
the judiciary as set forth in the
constitution.

4

2

3

Democratic
Life
The democratic system in
the Kingdom of Bahrain is
bicameral. It consists of one
directly-elected council which
is mandated with legislative,
and an appointed council which
provides expert opinions.

5

People as the
source of all powers
The
Government
system
of the Kingdom of Bahrain
is a democracy where all
powers vest with the people.
Sovereignty is exercised as prescribed by the constitution.

6

The Principle of
Free Economy

Gulf
Relations

The economic system of the
Kingdom of Bahrain is based on
individual initiative, freedom of
capital movement in terms of
investment and transfer. It lays
emphasis on the role of private
sector in resource development
as well as in activating the
economy.

The government and people
of Bahrain firmly believe that
the peoples of GCC countries
share the same goals, interests
and destiny. They share blood
relationships that are further
galvanized by common history,
culture, and custom.

Foreign
Relations
The Kingdom of Bahrain is
proud of its Arab heritage and
its people are an integral part of
the Arab world. Bahrain is an avid
supporter of all cases related to
the Arab cause. With regards
to its international political
relations, Bahrain considers the
global and regional peace as a
fundamental goal.
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Biography
His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak bin Hamad Al Khalifa…
Bahrain’s first Minister of Foreign Affairs
Childhood and Education
His Highness Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak Al
Khalifa, Deputy Prime Minister, was born in 1935 and
received his primary education in the Kingdom of
Bahrain. He completed his secondary education at
the International School of the American University
in Beirut. He continued his higher education in
International Relations and Law at the University of
London in the UK.
Positions and roles
His Highness held important positions during his
career including being a judge, director of public
relations, director of media and heading the Foreign
Affairs organization upon its establishment in 1969. He
also served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister of Information.
His Highness was appointed as the Minister of Foreign
Affairs in August 1971 when the Kingdom of Bahrain
joined the United Nations and was appointed as
Deputy Prime Minister on 11 November, 2002 in
addition to being the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Since
2005, His Highness has been serving as the Deputy
Prime Minister.
Founder of Bahraini Diplomacy
Shaikh Mohammed bin Mubarak is considered to be
an icon of diplomacy. He had a very straightforward
approach to diplomacy, and was extremely stern with
those who did not understand the vital importance
of this profession. Looking at his distinguished career
and the multitude of challenges he faced, one would
assume that he cannot be provoked. However, his
famed calm which gained international awe during the
Hawar Islands deliberations in the International Court
of Justice, would be unraveled by mistakes that others
view as trivial. His Highness shone in those proceedings
in a manner reminiscent of his diplomatic beginnings
when he handled the Bahraini-Iranian conflict file.
His Highness possessed the ability to visualize and
dream, and the ability to realize that vision; not for
his personal ambitions, but for the advancement
of his country. He possessed great ambitions but
was humbly reserved. He is a prodigious man with
an iconic personality, a role model. This is clearly
exemplified in his ministerial and diplomatic work and
his impeccable record. In his memoirs, Henry Kissinger
said that long service in diplomacy is an achievement
on its own. Leading Bahraini diplomacy was not the
only achievement of His Highness. He excelled and
continues to excel as Deputy Prime Minister where he
handles many files and takes on strategic missions. He,
moreover, is in charge of many supervisory functions
and specialized committees.
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His Highness experienced failure and success, and
faced challenges and critical turning points; he has
many diplomatic and political triumphs and maintained
his iconic status, because of his important role in
Bahraini and Gulf diplomacy.

His Highness held and continues to hold a
number of positions including:
-Member of the State Council (1970-1971)
-Member of the Ruling Family Council since
1974.
-Member of the Supreme Defense Council since
1973.
-Headed the financial and economic committee
under the Council of Ministers (1978-2012).
-Headed the Shura and Parliament committee
since its establishment (2005-2010)
-Heads the High Committee for Information
and Telecommunication Technology since its
establishment in 9th of July, 2005.
-Heads the Development Committee of
Education and Training since its establishment
on 18th of January 2006.
-Chairs the board of trustees of the Isa Award for
Service to Humanity since its establishment on
22nd of February 2009.

Achievements

The King Hamad Youth
Empowerment Award to
Achieve the SDGs
The King Hamad Youth Empowerment Award to Achieve the SDGs was launched
at the opening session of the United Nation’s Economic and Social Council
Youth Forum at the UN headquarters in New York. The session was attended
by Frederick Shava, President of the Economic and Social Council, Peter
Thompson, President of the UN General Assembly’s 71st Session,
and Ahmad Al Hindawi, UN Secretary-General Envoy for Youth as
keynote speakers in the forum.
Hisham bin Mohammed Al-Jowder, Minister of Youth and Sports
Affairs, took part as a keynote speaker during the opening of the
forum. The Minister announced the launch of the prize, which is done
in cooperation with the UN as the Kingdom’s contribution to the youth
of the world, and highlighted its uniqueness and stated that the award is
open to all member nations of the UN. He, moreover, highlighted that the
award will focus on four sectors: government, private sector, non-governmental
organization and/or international organizations, and individuals. The winners will be
selected by a committee formed by the Kingdom of Bahrain and the UN.
The award reflects the leading role of the Kingdom of Bahrain in empowering youth
and confirms the commitment of the Kingdom to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) adopted by the UNGA in 2015. This award will open up new avenues aimed at
reinforcing a core principle of the UN which is “Leaving No One Behind” by creating peaceful,
fair and inclusive societies.
The Youth Forum in which the award was launched is the official UN platform for youth. The
forum is held annually in the presence of Youth Ministers from UN members, international youth
organizations, NGOs, UN officials and VIPs. The event launching the King Hamad Award for
empowering youth to achieve sustainable development goals was one of the central events of
the forum and took a prominent place in the opening of the forum. This reflects the importance
that the UN is placing on its ongoing cooperation with the Kingdom in general and the award
specifically.

«I believe it is a
wonderful initiative
from the Kingdom
of Bahrain. We
appreciate the
Kingdom’s efforts
in promoting
sustainable
development.»

- The Minister of Youth and Sports Affairs during his speech at the Youth Forum

- Peter Thompson,
President of the United
Nations General Assembly
71st session.
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Achievements
The Growing Youth and Sports Movement in Bahrain
The youth and sports movement in the Kingdom of
Bahrain witnessed a recent surge in different areas
owing to the interest and guidance of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and to the direct attention
of His Royal Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, the Prime Minister, and His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince,
Deputy Commander-in-chief and the First Deputy
Prime Minister.
The youth and sports movement reached advanced
stages internationally as a result of the strategy of
His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Representative of His Majesty the King for Charity
Works and Youth Affairs, Chairman of the Supreme
Council for Youth and Sports and President of Bahrain
Olympic Committee, and the efforts of His Highness
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, First Deputy
Chairman of the Supreme Council of Youth and Sports
and President of Bahrain Athletics Association.
There are 36 youth centers that provided 867
different programmes for 50000 members.
Bahraini youth and sports recent achievements include:
Outstanding Sports Achievements
Bahraini athletes won 511 medals in 2016 which
included His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
Al Khalifa’s bronze medal in the World Endurance
Championship in Slovakia.
Despite Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) being a fairly new
sport in Bahrain, the MMA team of His Highness Shaikh
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa won the Bronze medal in
the IMMAF World championships of Amateur MMA
in Las Vegas. Bahraini runner Ruth Jebet also won the
Olympic Gold medal in the 3000 meters steeplechase
in Rio.
Distinguished participation of the Clubs
Al Najma Club won second place in the Asian Handball
Championship while Al Ahli Club won third place in
the Gulf Clubs Handball Championship.
Youth and Sports Establishments
The Kingdom of Bahrain continued its support to the
sports and youth construction sector. Bahrain has, in
recent years, constructed and built comprehensive
clubs, developed sports stadiums, football pitches
and multipurpose sports halls in addition to Olympic
swimming pools, youth centers and youth sports
grounds.
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HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad during the awards ceremony of the World Endurance
Championship where he won Bronze.

The 7th Edition of Youth City 2030
The Ministry of Youth and Sports Affairs launched the
7th edition of Youth City 2030, which aims to provide
vocational training for youth for entering the job
market.
Bahrain’s initiative: the Arab Youth Ambassadors
project
At the initiative of the Ministry of Youth and Sports
Affairs, the Council of Arab Youth Ministers agreed on
the implementation of the «Arab Youth Ambassadors»
project by the League of Arab States and the Ministry
of Youth and Sports Affairs in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
The project aims to promote the talents of Arab youth
to the world.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award
The Ministry won the rights to launch the Duke of
Edinburgh’s International Award, which makes it the
first government entity in the region to do so. The award
represents a personal challenge to the individual, which
allows them to identify their potential, capabilities and
achievements. It is awarded to individuals in the age
group between 14 and 25 who have realized personal
achievements.
Khalid bin Hamad Youth Centers Futsal League and
first People with Disabilities League
The league was launched in 2013 and the participation
rate reached over 100% in 2016.
Khalid bin Hamad Youth Theatre Award
The award saw the participation of 660 individuals
interested in theatre.
Nasser Bin Hamad International Youth Creativity
Award
In 2016, 5773 individuals from 112 countries participated
in the award.

Stances

Bahrain’s stances in February 2017
1 February

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomes the official return of the Kingdom of
Morocco to the African Union.

4 February

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemns the terrorist attack targeting the security
patrol at the Louvre Museum in Paris.

8 February

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the “Regularisation Bill” passed by the
Israeli Knesset.

13 February

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemns the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea’s test-firing of a ballistic missile.

14-16 Feb

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombings that took place in
Lahor on 14th and in Sindh on 16th of February in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

20 February

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain condemned the attack on
a market in Mogadishu in the Federal Republic of Somalia.

Important Stance:The Arab Quartet Committee concerned with Iranian interference in the internal affairs of Arab
countries, which is under the Ministerial Council of the League of Arab States reiterated its support of the Kingdom of
Bahrain and measures its undertaking to ensue its security and stability. The Committee called on Iran to reconsider its
policy towards countries in the region and abide by principles of good neighbourliness.
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Opinions

Dr Shaikh Abdulla bin
Ahmed Al Khalifa
A New Year has begun. A better world for
humanity, for peace and prosperity to reach
all and everywhere is anticipated. It is not a
simple hope that we in Bahrain hold on to,
it rather is the principle that is driving the
nation to future.
In such principle and with determination
to pull together and support international
cooperation, this newsletter comes in to
promote positive engagement. While
documenting
Bahrain’s
contributions
internationally, it covers the Kingdom active
diplomacy in all platforms and forums. The
newsletter, also, sheds light not only on
local activities and events, but on what is
held abroad, reflecting the Kingdom’s way,
persistent stances, and endeavours to what
is in the interest of all.
The Kingdom of Bahrain, thanks to the
comprehensive reform project of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa that
was enacted through a referendum in 2001,
has succeeded in finding a new culture of
modern institutions, under the rule of law.
This was not possible without the ongoing
efforts of government led by His Royal
Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al
Khalifa, the Prime Minister, and the ongoing
support of His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Deputy
Supreme Commander the First Deputy
Prime Minister. The public referendum
on the National Action Charter in 2001,
which gained 98.4% of the Yes vote, has
transformed the Kingdom to becoming a
fine example to civil rights, and to women’s
active political participation. And that has
enabled Bahrain to pioneer and achieve
high development ratings.
It is through wisely envisaging an approaching
future, and by understanding the needs of
Bahrain, it was conceivable with the results of
the referendum to determine the necessity
and importance of the Kingdom’s identity
and position. Therefore, it has been a policy
to join hands and work with partners in the
Gulf Cooperation Council, to integrate and
unite, besides the resolve to Arab unity, as to
maintaining peace in the world.
This newsletter introduces, with clearly
defined goals, a new era of diplomatic
communication, which hopes to enrich and
confirm the following three connoted values:
One. It is no longer luxe to communicate,
nor can we underestimate the impact
of communication, especially in a rapid
changing world. And in our diverse and
pluralistic one, communication appears
as the value common amongst us all. In
so, I must emphasise on openness and
communication, which should facilitate
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interaction to growing relations and building
bridges. I find no better quote to make my
point clear but a verse from the Holy Quran
where God has said in addressing the
humankind: “We created you from a male
and a female, and made you into nations
and tribes, so you may know one another”.
As so, the Bahraini diplomacy has been
keen in applying the true principles of good
neighbourliness and non-interference in
the internal affairs of other countries. The
Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Excellency
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohamed
Al Khalifa, stresses, always, that Bahrain
sees peace, equality, and sustainable
development as values that the Kingdom
work not only to implement, but also work
to spread and to support all international
efforts aiming to achieve them all over.
Here, the Kingdom continues tirelessly to
that direction.
Two. Justice, Competitive, and Sustainability
is the path forward that the Kingdom
continue on and progress with. Since the
inception of Bahrain’s Economic Vision 2030,
it has been evident that the achievements
made on ground and the never stopping
determination to do much more, had led
to many fruitful outcomes. Internationally,
the UN Human Development Index has
positioned Bahrain amongst the developed
countries for its high human development
rates. In the annual Index of Economic
Freedom of the Heritage Foundation for
2016, the Kingdom secured the rank of
first in the region and 18th globally. The
International Labour Organisation has
placed Bahrain the first in the world for the
rapid growth of economic participation
of women. Bahrain in 2016 also toped
Arab countries and ranked 11th globally
in the UN Telecommunications Index of
2016. Furthermore, the successful Bahraini
Model of Entrepreneurship and Women
Empowerment, through the partnership
with several specialized international
organisations, have reached application
in many developing countries. The
particular partnership with United Nations
Development Programme has enabled
the Kingdom to maintain international
standards, which it has voluntarily chosen
to adopt, as so, it pioneered achieving the
Millennium Development Goals in a record
time, and is determined to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals with the
same pace.
And in recognition of its contributions
to the service of humanity, several
awards were awarded to the Kingdom
of Bahrain. Most recent and prominent
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award was from United Nations Industrial
Development
Organisation
(UNIDO),
which His Majesty King Hamad received
for the model of entrepreneurship and
economic empowerment for youth and
women. His Majesty also received the
C3 Lifetime Achievement Award and the
Samuel Zwemer Award in recognition of
his efforts to development and respect of
religions diversity. The UN International
Telecommunication Union, as well, conferred
the ICT in Sustainable Development Prize
on the Kingdom’s premier HRH Prince
Khalifa. Additionally, the Kingdom has
participated and attainted prestigious
sporting
achievements
internationally
and olympically. These all have assisted
in motivating, and produced willingness
to partner more and make a difference in
the world. Evidently, with education and
youth, and in full trust and belief, Bahrain
has introduced UNESCO King Hamad Prize
for Information Technology in Education,
to promote and support innovation in
such a field. Bahrain also established the
King Hamad Award Youth Empowerment
Award to Achieve the SDGs to empower
the youth as an active partner in achieving
international agendas and providing them
with the opportunity to do so.
Three. Bahrain the land of peace and
tolerance, these principles that are based on
moderation, made the Kingdom throughout
its history a beacon of co-existence, religious
freedom, and respect. These values with
multiculturalism have played a role in helping
the Kingdom to confront intolerance,
radicalism, and terrorism. Manama, the
capital, showcases best the intellectual and
cultural diversity, where you can find Muslim
mosques, Christian churches, Hindu temples
and a Jewish synagogue, all in an area of
less than a mile.
With such an environment The Manama
Declaration of 2014 at the Dialogue among
Civilizations and Cultures was able to root
in the notion that we humans are all one,
despite our differences, and dialogue alone
can bring us together and foster the unity
of humanity. In so the Kingdom remains
committed.
To that, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
following the directives of His Excellency
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, utilises this
newsletter to lay and spread humanity’s
noble principles, in order to create more
opportunities of communication and
interaction with our friends and partners in
the world.
* Foreign Ministry’s Undersecretary for International
Affairs

Bahrain at a Glance

ISBN: 155N2535-9479

National Action Charter Monument contains the names of over 220,000 of people who voted in the
referendum of the National Action Charter.

Bahrain’s History Timeline

Flint / Granite Spearheads

Stone Age

5000 – 4000 BCE

The
increasing
settlements coupled with the creation of new technologies
and
values. The antiquities were an
important turning point where
people opted for
stability
and
established relations with neighboring regions.

Murals from the Bronze Age

Bronze Age

Dilmun style seal

Old Dilmun

Tablet inscribed in Akkadian

Middle Dilmun

Clay Snake offerings

Late Dilmun

Symbolic tombstone

Tylos

4000 – 2300 BCE

2300 – 1750 BCE

1750 – 1100 BCE

1100 – 330 BCE

330 BCE – 200 CE

Archaeologists
did not uncover
much from the
old Bronze Age
in Bahrain which
predates
the
Dilmun culture.
What is clear is
that Bahrain had
not yet established strong relations with Mesopotamia
and
remained somewhat secluded.

Old Dilmun witnessed an expansion in urbanization and maritime
trade. The use of
Dilmun
seals
increased in the
Indus Valley, Mesopotamia
and
Iran.
Many
temples
and
burial
mounds which are
still visible to date
were constructed
back then.

This period coincides with the
Middle Bronze
Age (1500-1350
BCE) when the
Arabian Peninsula was captured
by the Babylonians.
The Kassites,
who were in control of Babylon,
expanded
and
added Dilmun to
their state.

This Age overlaps with the Iron
Age in Bahrain.
Though
not
under direct Mesopotamian rule,
Bahrain was inﬂuenced by their
materialistic culture and burial
rituals which is
conﬁrmed by pottery and artifacts
excavated from
Bahraini burials.

Dilmun
was
known as Tylos. It
was famous for
its riches,
maritime and economic control in
the region and its
blooming markets and ports. It
also established
relations
with
neighboring Kingdoms
and
nations.

Fatimid gold Dinar

Islamic Period
622 CE...

In the 7th year
after the Hijra
(629 CE) Prophet
Mohammed sent
a letter with his
envoy
Al-Ala'a
Al-Hadrami
to
Munzir ibn Sawa
Al Tamimi inviting the people of
Bahrain to convert to Islam, and
most of them
did.

*Source: The Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities
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