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Kingdom of Bahrain

Conferring Arab Tourism Medal of
Excellent Class on HM the King

Manama, 25 February - His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa
received the Arab Tourism Medal
- Excellent Class - from the Arab
Tourism Organization (ATO) of the
Arab league which is the highest
distinction medal bestowed on
kings, princes and presidents.
It was granted to HM the King in
recognition of his support to the
Arab Tourism Organization, the
designation of Manama as Capital of
Arab Tourism 2013 and his support
for ATO goals and plans, since its
inception.
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National Action Charter

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
The Kingdom of Bahrain is always proud of its national
achievements, which are guided by the great cohesion
between its leadership and its people and based
on conformity with the constants that embody the
entrenchment of this dear country and its roots as a
homeland for security and an oasis of tolerance and
coexistence among all its citizens and residents.
On February 14, 2018, the Kingdom of Bahrain
celebrated the 17th anniversary of the completion of
the embedded voting on the National Action Charter.
All Bahraini people are more confident in the values of
this proud nation after Bahrain became a role model in
development, freedom and democracy.
The anniversary of the vote on the National Action
Charter on 14 February each year is one of the
brightest memories in the history of the Kingdom of
Bahrain. The renewal of allegiance and loyalty to this
country and its leadership are inspired by the modern
development led by HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
with a comprehensive reform approach and the unity
of all Bahrainis, moving the country forward in all fields.
The 98.4% vote of the Bahraini people was the result of
continuous work and effort exerted by HM the King to
bring out this Charter as an integrated document for
reform. It established a modern state that guarantees
all rights and freedoms. and led the country to reach
multiple achievements in all aspects of political,

economic and social life. It is also a pillar of strength
of our internal front and national unity, as well as a
platform for prosperity, development and progress.
The Charter has embodied a special approach to
Bahrain in reform, modernization and development in
line with the nature of its people and the characteristic
of its society. It is based on the strength of its citizens
and their unity with the leadership to deal with the
present and to achieve the aspirations of the future.
The Charter is also a landmark in the history of the
Kingdom of Bahrain and it will continue as described
by HM the King after his adoption of the Charter:
«a reference to our national process, we are guided
by our national work and continue our march and
complement the modernization of the institutions
of the state and its constitutional powers, and we
accomplish at every stage what we see in line with the
aspirations of citizens».
The National Action Charter created the solid
foundation for progress in various fields and will
further strengthen the foundations of the country. The
Kingdom will always be distinguished by its leadership,
people, history, political, economic, social, media
and cultural achievements, as well as its keenness to
support brothers and friends, and to combat all who
harm its security and stability. May God protect our
country and our leadership from all evil.

The Kingdom
The 3rd Meeting of the Joint Bahraini-Thai Committee

HM the King: Bahrain-Thailand ties close and historical

Manama, Feb. 21 His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa
hailed the relations between Bahrain
and Thailand in all fields, stressing
Bahrain’s keenness to benefit from the
expertise and capabilities of the two
countries to achieve the aspirations
of the two friendly people.
This came as HM the King
received– in the presence of
HRH the Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Premier,
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa - Thai Foreign
Minister Don Pramudwinai, who was on an official visit
to attend the 3rd Meeting of the Joint Cooperation
Committee.
HM praised the role of the Joint Cooperation
Committee in enhancing bilateral cooperation.
He also commended the results of his visit to
Thailand last year, highlighting Thailand’s role at
the Asian and international levels, and valued the
contributions of the Thai community to the building
process in Bahrain.

In a related context, HRH Prime Minister, Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, affirmed as he received
the Thai Minister, the importance of using the
strategic positions of both countries to underpin
bilateral political and economic cooperation. He
also called for encouraging investors to engage in
more economic and trade cooperation.
HRH valued the contributions of the Thai community
to the economic growth of Bahrain and praised the
civilizational progress of the Kingdom of Thailand in
ASEAN.
The 3rd meeting of the Joint Bahraini-Thai Committee
was held under the co-chairmanship of the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs of the two countries where Shaikh
Khalid affirmed the importance of official visits and
meetings in developing ties in various fields.
The two sides noted the importance of activating
the signed bilateral agreements and memorandums
of understanding to reach the full potential of

cooperation, agreeing to hold the Joint Committee’s
4th meeting in Thailand.
The Thai Foreign Minister praised the progress
of Bahrain under the leadership of HM the King,
commending the important role of HM the King and
the Premier in boosting bilateral cooperation.
He stressed his country’s keenness to activate the
role of the private sector and cooperate with the
Kingdom of Bahrain in implementing bilateral
agreements for the benefit of both countries and
people.
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Achievements

Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa inaugurates
Bahrain International Garden Show under the theme ‘‘Food Safety and Human Health”
Under the patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa, Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Wife of His Majesty the King
and President of the Consultative Council of the
National Initiative for Agricultural Development
(NIAD), inaugurated the Bahrain International
Garden Show (BIGS)
The Bahrain International Garden Show BIGS in its
14th edition was held from the 22nd till the 25th of
February 2018, under the theme of «Food Safety
and Human Health», attracted prominent national,
Arab and international institutions and agencies
concerned with environmental and agricultural
issues
It was held in line with the Royal Vision on the
advancement of the agricultural sector, boosting
the agricultural role towards the promotion of the
culture of green spaces as a cultural and human
feature to meet the requirements of food security,
environmental protection and public health as well
as to support the process of comprehensive and
sustainable development.
The international exhibition was a great success
in highlighting the civilization of the Kingdom and
enhancing its distinguished position in the field of
exhibitions and specialized conferences regionally
and internationally.
BIGS has attracted 155 exhibitors representing
government and private institutions, investors and
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brotherly and friendly countries which displayed
the latest agricultural production and irrigation
technologies.
The displayed products aim to ensure the quality and
safety of crops, improve diet and quality of human
life in a bid to attain environmental, economic,
civilizational and humanitarian goals.
In this context, Her Royal Highness called on all the
participants in the exhibition and those concerned
with the agricultural sector to pay attention to food
safety and human health through the production
of safe and high quality agricultural products and
shunning the agricultural practices hazardous to
public health.
The exhibition witnessed the signing of
memorandums of understanding and cooperation in
the field of agriculture between the National Initiative
for the Development of the Agricultural Sector and
specialized sectors in Saudi Arabia and India.
It also looked into enhancing cooperation,
exchanging experiences and holding specialized
courses on the quality of food products in cooperation
with international companies.
The implementation of a project of Agricultural
Research Center and laboratories was announced to
kick off under the directives of Her Royal Highness
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Wife of
His Majesty the King to add to other agricultural
initiatives and projects.

Diplomacy

The Fourth Session of the
Bahrain-Morocco Joint Committee

The Foreign Minister praises
Morocco’s stances in support of
Bahrain’s security and stability

Rabat, February 28 – The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
praised the Moroccan supportive stances of the security and stability of the Kingdom of Bahrain.
He said such stances reflect the deep brotherly ties
between the two countries thanks to the care provided by His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
and His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco.
This came during his official visit to the Kingdom of
Morocco where he held meetings with Prime Minister, Saad Eddine El Othmani and Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Nasser Bourita, as
well as President of the House of Representatives,
Habib El Malki.
The Minister chaired the Kingdom of Bahrain’s delegation at the 4th session of the Bahraini-Moroccan
Joint Committee.
The Minister congratulated the Moroccan King’s on
the success of his recent surgery and highlighted
Morocco’s pivotal role in enhancing regional and international security and peace.
He praised the efforts of His Majesty King Moham-

Moroccan Prime Minister receiving
Minister of Foreign Affairs

med VI, Chairman of Al-Quds Committee in Defending the Holy Quds and affirmed Morocco’s sovereignty over the Sahara territory, saying that a
solution to this made-up regional dispute can only
be achieved within the framework of the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of the Kingdom of Morocco.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Morocco reiterated his country’s support for the Kingdom of Bahrain
in all the measures taken to protect its security and
stability against terrorism and foreign interference.
The meeting resulted in signing a number of agreements and memorandums of understanding and cooperation.
These include: political consultations between the
two countries, and cooperation in the fields of social
insurance, youth and sports, labor and employment,
air transport, media and communication.
They also covered the cooperation between the
news agencies of the two countries, and a memorandum of understanding between the Moroccan
Academy for Diplomatic Studies and the Bahraini
Diplomatic Institute.

Minister of Foreign Affairs meeting
with Moroccan Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Cooperation

Minister of Foreign Affairs meeting
President of Moroccan House of
Representatives
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Diplomacy

The Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in the Kuwait International
Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq and the Ministerial Meeting of the
International Coalition against ISIS
Kuwait, Feb. 14-13 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
congratulated the Republic of Iraq on the liberation
of all its territory from Daesh.
He affirmed the Kingdom’s support for Iraqi measures
to eliminate all terrorist organizations, establish
security and peace, and preserve its sovereignty,
independence, unity and territorial integrity.
In his speech at the Kuwait International Conference
for the Reconstruction of Iraq and the Ministerial
Meeting of the International Coalition against ISIS,
held in Kuwait, Shaikh Khalid affirmed the keenness of
the Kingdom of Bahrain to help the Iraqi government
build the capacities of its institutions to embark on
the reconstruction of the country.

He called for the implementation of a comprehensive
strategy for the reconstruction of Iraq with the
participation of the private sector, civil society and
international financial institutions, and to encourage
the return of the displaced to their homes.
He affirmed that the next phase after the defeat of
ISIS in Syria and Iraq requires concerted regional and
international efforts to prevent their return and to
eliminate the causes of extremism and other terrorist
organizations such as Hezbollah.
He said that the next phase will witness an increase
in efforts to reach a political solution in Syria, based
on the outcomes of «Geneva 1» and Security Council
resolutions 2254 and 2268 as well as Astana talks.

Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in the
32nd session of the National Festival of Culture and Heritage in Riyadh

Riyadh, February 8 - The Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al Khalifa, praised the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques for awarding HRH the late Prince Saud
Al-Faisal the King Abdulaziz Medal (First Class).
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The honoring was in recognition of the late Prince’s
efforts, wisely leading the Saudi diplomacy for many
decades, and for his decisive stances supporting
Arab and Islamic issues.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs affirmed during his
participation in the “Prince Saud Al-Faisal” seminar,
that the stances of the late Prince were evident in
every part of the Arab and Islamic world, recalling
with appreciation his continued support for Bahrain
in various forums, which reflect the strong relations
between the two countries and their people.
The seminar was part of the agenda of the 32nd
session of the National Festival of Culture and
Heritage in Riyadh and was held in the presence of
HRH Prince Turki bin Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
and Saudi Foreign Minister, Adel Al-Jubeir.

Diplomacy
Assistant Foreign Minister: pioneering civilizational initiatives of His
Majesty the King in promoting
tolerance and peaceful coexistence

Geneva, 28 February - The Assistant Foreign Minister,
Abdullah bin Faisal bin Jabur Al-Doseri, affirmed that
the Kingdom of Bahrain has achieved pioneering
achievements in democracy and insured public and
personal rights for men and women alike.
These, he said, include freedom of opinion and expression, religious freedoms and the right to political
and economic participation, preservation of human
dignity, and establishment of equality among all citizens before the law without distinction as to race, origin, language, religion or creed.
Al-Doseri praised the pioneering initiatives of His Majesty the King in promoting tolerance and peaceful
co-existence among all human beings of all religious,

irrespective of ethnic and cultural affiliations which
represents a humanitarian message from His Majesty
to the whole world.
This came as Al-Doseri headed Bahrain’s delegation to
the high-level segment of the thirty-seventh session of
the Human Rights Council in Geneva.
He affirmed the Kingdom’s keenness within the framework of the government’s program of action “towards
a society of justice, security and welfare”, and in line
with Vision 2030, on promoting and protecting human
rights and sustainable development.
“This is to add to its achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals ahead of 2015, and its high worldclass ranking amongst countries with very high human
development, according to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP).
He noted that the kingdom has also improved the living standards of the citizens, developed health, education and housing services, protected welfare systems, empowered women and youth and safeguarded
the environment.

MOFA Undersecretary participates in the meeting of the UN Women
Executive Board
Manama, Feb 15 – During her participation in the
1st Regular Session of the UN Women Executive
Board, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and member of the Supreme Council for
Women, Dr. Shaikha Rana bint Isa Al Khalifa, affirmed
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s keenness to encourage
more policies, strategies and practices that support
the advancement of women at all levels.
Throughout Bahrain’s membership in the Executive
Board of the United Nations Women’s Commission
(2019-2017) and the Commission on the Status of
Women (2021-)2017), the Kingdom sought to convey
its positive image and transfer its expertise as a model
for the achievement of sustainable development
goals 2030 and its development agenda especially
with regard to gender equality.
The Undersecretary called upon all to participate in
the Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global
Award for Women Empowerment as a joint initiative
between the Supreme Council for Women and the
United Nations Women’s Commission.
She said the aim of participation is to demonstrate
the importance of the commitment of countries and
bodies to the policy of non-discrimination against

women and adoption of equal opportunity policies.
It also implies recognition of the efforts, initiatives
and institutional and individual projects aimed at
integrating the needs of women and motivating
societies to think and embrace innovation in
empowering women.
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Diplomacy

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of “DERASAT” and Undersecretary for
International Affairs review the situation in the Gulf region and the Bahrain
model of reform and sustainable development
The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Bahrain
Center for Strategic, International and Energy Studies,
«DERASAT» and Undersecretary for International
Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Shaikh
Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, affirmed that in light
of the reform approach of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Kingdom has worked on
consolidating the foundations of a modern civil state,
adopted a moderate Islam vision and has pioneering
achievements in fundamental freedoms.
Dr. Shaikh Abdulla noted that the Kingdom recognizes
the importance of fighting terrorism, stressing the need
of the international community’s deterrence of Iran’s
hostile practices and the cessation of irresponsible
Qatari behavior to destabilize security.
This came during his participation in several diplomatic
meetings and events in a number of Arab and Western
capitals in February 2018, where he:
- Held meetings with officials of the European
Commission for External Action in Brussels including
the Acting Director General of the Middle East and
North Africa, Colin Scicluna, and Chairman of the
Political and Security Committee of the Council of the
EU, Ambassador Walter Stevens, in the presence of the
Kingdom’s Ambassador to Belgium, Dr. Bahia Al-Jishi.
Shaikh Abdullah affirmed Bahrain’s commitment to
protecting rights and achieving financial transparency.
- Visited NATO headquarters and held meetings
with NATO Secretary-General, Jens Stoltenberg, and
NATO Deputy Secretary-General, Rose Gottemoeller.
He also participated in the meeting of NATO Political
Committee with NATO Deputy Assistant SecretaryGeneral for Political Affairs and Security Policy, James
Appathura, where Stoltenberg praised the role of
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Bahrain in fighting terrorism and establishing peace.
- Headed the Kingdom’s delegation at the 2nd
meeting of political consultation between Bahrain
and Belgium, in the presence of the Director General
for Bilateral Affairs at the Belgian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Ambassador Anick Van Calster, and Director for
Middle East & North Africa directorate at the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Johan Vercammen.
- Met with members of the European Parliament,
including members of the executive office of the
European Conservatives and Reformists Group,
Deputy Anders Foghtsen, Vice-Chair of the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament, Anders
Vistisen, and members of the «Group of Friends of the
Kingdom of Bahrain» in the European Parliament.
- Attended a seminar on «Regional Developments
in the Gulf Region», where he affirmed Bahrain’s
aspiration to build an integrated regional system within
the royal vision, based on the principles of reform,
sustainable development, combating terrorism, and
non-interference in the affairs of other countries.
- Headed Bahrain’s delegation to the 3rd political
consultations meeting between Bahrain and the
Swiss Confederation, in the presence of the Assistant
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Wolfgang
Amadeus Bruelhart, and Ambassador of Bahrain to the
Republic of France and the Swiss Confederation, Dr.
Mohammed Abdul Ghaffar. He highlighted the various
investment opportunities in the Kingdom as a regional
center for finance, trade and entrepreneurship, and its
pioneering initiatives in the promotion and protection
of human rights. He also exchanged views on Iranian
interventions in the affairs of the countries of the region,
and on the fight against extremism and terrorism.

With Diplomats

Ambassador of the Kingdom
of Morocco to the Kingdom
of Bahrain to the “Diplomatic
Gazette”:

Bahraini-Moroccan
relations .. Mutual
respect and deep
understanding

The Bahraini-Moroccan relations are characterized by a long history of true love and fraternity between
the two countries’ leadership and people. Such ties have resulted in many bilateral joint projects that have
contributed to the development of relations, especially in the prosperous eras of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, and his Moroccan counterpart, His Majesty King Mohammed VI.
“The Diplomatic Gazette” interviewed the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Morocco to the Kingdom of
Bahrain, Ahmed Rached Khattabi, where he highlighted the fraternal relations between the two kingdoms
and their future. He also referred to the distinctive features of the Bahraini society and its distinctive features,
as well as other topics.
The ties between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the
Kingdom of Morocco set an example of brotherly
relations, how do you view their future?
Indeed, the relations between Morocco and Bahrain
are distinctive. They embody deep-rooted brotherly
ties based on a spirit of mutual appreciation,
deep understanding and close solidarity, this was
strengthened by comprehensive cooperation,
through bilateral agreements that concern the two
brotherly countries in many sectors. The number of
agreements between the two Kingdoms exceeds 50
agreements, more than 12 of which have been signed
since 2012, including the agreements resulting from
the work done by His Majesty King Mohammed VI
and his brotherly visit in April of 2016 to Bahrain.

Hence, these relations under the guidance of His
Majesty and his brother His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, are certainly model, vibrant and
promising relations.
How do you assess the level of diplomatic relations
between Bahrain and Morocco? What are the
future projects between the two countries?
The assessment of these relations can only be
positive and stimulating to search with full confidence
for new forms of cooperation and a source of
satisfaction for the accumulated achievements over
years of continuous diplomatic engagement. We
are looking forward to the forthcoming session of
the Bahrain-Morocco joint committee to undertake
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With Diplomats

further initiatives that will give a strong impetus to
the exchange of expertise and experiences, the
development of economic and trade exchanges,
the promotion of investment movement and the
facilitation of the movement of people and services.
In this context, we cherish the regular consultation
and close coordination between the Ministries of
Foreign Affairs on our national issues, based on our
belief in respect for the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the countries and the commitment to
defend legality and good-neighborliness within the
norms of international law. This rich and productive
bilateral outcome, due to the active role of Bahrain
within this balanced regional gathering, is an added
value to the multidimensional strategic partnership
between Morocco and the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) which, as you know in Manama,
began in 2012 during the Bahraini presidency.
During your stay in Bahrain, how did you find the
Bahraini society?
A society with a long tradition of openness, progress
and development in various fields, especially with
regard to human development, including the
quality of education, health care, the promotion of
the status of women and the strengthening of their
productive role, which is thanks to the significant
changes that have taken place in Bahrain since
the development of the Reform Project, as issued
by the King in 2001. This Reform Project aimed
to make citizens, men and women, the axis of
comprehensive development, in which it ultimately
gave an effective government performance under
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the guidance of the wise leadership, and its vision
of dealing with financial pressures and conditional
changes at the level of completion of development
projects, urban, economic, social and cultural
parallel with the consolidation of the rule of law and
the dissemination of the culture of citizenship and
human rights. Multiculturalism and interculturalism
are among the basic traits that characterize this
society, a society that remains true to its values
and principles, both of which are reflected in the
National Charter and the Kingdom’s Constitution.
This remarkable change placed Bahrain in a
prestigious international position and had a great
impact on Bahrain’s highly regarded reputation
and its involvement in bringing together different
cultures and civilizations.
In this regard, the Manama Dialogue is a place to
discuss strategic issues and mechanisms to prevent
security risks in the Arabian Gulf, a place devoted to
the kingdom’s choices in the services of sustainable
development, peace and stability, according to the
priorities of its ambitious diplomatic agenda.
How does the Ambassador spend his day in
Bahrain? Are there any places that he considers
as his favorite?
I usually spend my day at the Embassy, fulfilling my
duties as an Ambassador, and guaranteeing the
necessary diplomatic representation.
Over the weekend, I try to spend some time with my
small family by enjoying the sea-life in Bahrain or by
going to the cinema. However, the desert remains
one of the most attracting serene places.

Opinions

Mona Abbas
Radhi

Bahrain and ASEAN

The GCC countries in general and the Kingdom
of Bahrain, in particular, enjoy strong bilateral
ties with the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), particularly in the economic
and political fields. Bahrain was one of the first
countries to be invited as a guest of honor to
attend ASEAN meetings, which paved the
way to strengthen ties between the GCC and
ASEAN.

economic and cultural ties between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and ASEAN countries.
Since its establishment in 2017 under the
chairmanship of Shaikh Daij bin Isa Al Khalifa,
and with membership of a number of esteemed
businessmen, the ASEAN Bahrain Council has
been strengthening and stimulating relations
between Bahrain and ASEAN countries in all
aspects of trade, culture, industry, sports and
social affairs, with the aim of supporting the
The occasion of the ASEAN flag raising since national economy and promoting economic
2012 by the Member States with embassies partnership that benefits both sides.
accredited to the Kingdom of Bahrain
(the Republic of Indonesia, the Kingdom The Kingdom of Bahrain is proud of the
of Thailand, Malaysia, the Republic of the advanced level of bilateral relations between
Philippines and Brunei Darussalam) was a step the Kingdom and ASEAN. The negotiations
towards boosting ASEAN and its identity as between the GCC and ASEAN to establish
an economic and political block. Bahrain’s a free trade zone will be an important step
cooperation with ASEAN, as a major player in enhancing relations and promoting
in Asia, along with China, India, Japan and cooperation, and is considered as a means to
the Republic of Korea, with a combined consolidating peace, stability, prosperity and
population of more than 3.5 billion people, sustainable growth in the Middle East and
constituting for 32 per cent of the world’s Asia and the Pacific.
GDP, will positively reflect on the people of
these countries.
We look forward to stronger relations and
stronger cooperation between ASEAN and
The Kingdom of Bahrain attaches great the GCC, in general, and ASEAN and the
importance to the role of ASEAN, both in the Kingdom of Bahrain, in particular, to achieve a
region and throughout the world, as it has strategic partnership between these two vital
already hosted the First and Third Ministerial regions.
Meetings of the GCC and ASEAN in 2009 and
2013, respectively, and Bahrain looks forward
* Director of Afro-Asian Affairs Directorate
to working closely to develop and strengthen
these links in the coming years.
Relations between Bahrain and ASEAN is
not limited to government level, but also
extends to cooperation among private sector,
for example, “ASEAN Bahrain Council”
was established as a consortium aimed at
activating relations and strengthening trade,
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Special Feature

Nezar Radhi
The future of both diplomacy and diplomats relies
on their ability to adapt to the changing world as the
contemporary international environment is leading to
dramatic rapid changes at the level of International
Relations objectives.
The emergence of concepts such as free trade,
international arbitration, disarmament, collective
security and the global government appear to be
promising factors in solving the problem of war and
underpinning global peace.
Hence, the question of whether diplomacy and
diplomats do play an inspiring role in the new era is
gaining much importance.
Ideally, diplomacy links people on the basis of common
principles through a process of goodwill in order to
work out plans to solve peoples and nations’ problems.
This process is necessary when sensitive issues cause
people to divide or when people seek help to meet
their urgent needs.
When conflicting views and interests lead to disputes
that exacerbate differences, prevent communication
or prevent assistance, a breakthrough is needed to
build cooperation.
The true diplomacy is the diplomacy that can
provide this breakthrough, because it is a process of
establishing the right human relations.
Diplomacy, in its capacity as an approach to create

Ali Shaheen
Al-Jazzaf
Bahraini diplomacy is currently at a stage of prosperous
success that is in line with our country’s keenness to
achieve more openness to the world and to promote
mutual interests with several countries.
Despite the huge work being done by Bahraini
embassies abroad, the joint committees formed
between Bahrain and other countries are very
important in the course of bilateral ties development.
These committees are moving our country from the
current phase of relations development to the stage of
insuring their future prosperity by paving the way for
a great convergence in views and implementation of
joint projects of benefit to both sides.
These countries do not need much effort to strengthen
their relations with Bahrain, due to the nature of the

11 The Diplomatic Gazette | February 2018

About the inspiring role of diplomacy
in the new era
harmony and understanding, focuses on a higher
level of the problem itself, the level at which higher
principles predominate, the principles that go beyond
the differences of cultural backgrounds, away from
the vocabulary of «us» and «them» and «others» such
divisions that make individual views appear narrow.
It provides a more complete picture by looking at the
origin and consequences of acts and comparing them
with the principles of common interests.
Diplomacy which is the means through which nations
deal with each other, is gaining special importance
today, especially since we live in a time characterized
by serious international tensions.
Diplomacy has become more challenging indeed, due
to the structural changes in the global environment that
led to the multi-polarity and extensive decentralization
of the power which were once in the hands of Europe
and the United States along with the rise of a third
world and the growth of violence and terrorism.
We must firmly believe in the importance of effective
diplomacy in improving international relations as
diplomacy in general is the use of human logic to solve
conflicts between nations.
Thus, diplomacy that ends with war means that it has
failed in its primary objective to promote national
interests through peaceful means.
*Counsellor at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Joint committees..
a way to flourish relations
Bahraini people, reputed for being peace-loving,
approachable, accepting and welcoming others.
However, the way to success is not always paved as we
may meet some spiteful sides, who are burdened with
the success of our nation. Were it not for God Almighty
and our wise leadership, from whom we always draw
all encouragement and strength to continue progress
and build on what has been achieved, our diplomacy
would not have continued its success. We have learnt
from HM the King, HRH the Prime Minister and HRH the
Crown Prince, how to seek success to not only maintain
it but to further build on it to serve our homeland as
our ambition to serve it never ceases.
*Senior Media Specialist at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Bahrain at a Glance

Bu Maher Fort

u Maher Fort, which was built in 1840, is steeped in seafaring and pearling history and forms the first stop in
the historical pearling path having once served as the main fishing harbor and gateway to and from the sea.
The visitor’s center can be accessed via the sea by boats that depart from Bahrain’s National Museum harbor
and soon a pedestrian bridge will allow access as well.
*Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Events

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
organizes sports activities for its staff on
the occasion of Bahrain Sports Day on
February 13, 2018

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh
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