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Few countries get the privilege of achieving world 
recognition and an internationally advanced status, so it is 
with great pride and a deep sense of self-confidence that 
the international community has noted how the Kingdom 
of Bahrain today holds a leading position in the field of 
social media after it has made big strides in such uses as 
Twitter, Instagram, Facebook and others to serve the local 
community and instill a positive culture in the various 
institutions.
It is a culture that emphasizes the importance of social 
media in the daily lives of individuals and establishments 
and how they play a vital role in reaching out to the citizens, 
providing them with the best services and receiving their 
views, suggestions and reactions in creative, easy and 
diverse ways.
Social network channels have developed into highly 
significant interactive platforms between the various 
institutions and the audience and have now become a basis 
for institutional development and social interaction.
Selecting Mr. Ali Ahmed Sabkar, one of Bahrain’s most 
dedicated citizens, from among the international elite of 
social media makers and experts, to co-chair the Global 
Social Media Club established in the United States in March 
2006, embodies the prominent status of the Kingdom on 
the global map of social media.
It is also an achievement of paramount importance for 
Bahrain and an indication of the tremendous interest 
the leadership has in technological development and its 
innovative ways to foster open and direct communication 
and in the benefits that social media can provide.
We welcome the international recognition of Mr. Sabkar’s 

indefatigable efforts and incessant endeavors to spread the 
culture and influential role of social media, boost awareness 
of the capabilities of such a platform, and promote interaction 
and rapprochement among civilizations and peoples.
As social networking sites are the most interactive tool 
with far-reaching impact on the lives of the individuals 
and communities, the responsibility of those interested 
in or having an impact on this broad field becomes more 
significant as they endeavor diligently in disseminating 
positive values. Considering that there are no preconditions 
or age-limit in social media, the users of different age groups, 
mainly youngsters, need greater awareness in responsibly 
using their right to freedom of expression in order to elevate 
the status of their communities, boost their aptitudes and 
ensure a smarter, safer and more peaceful world dedicated 
to common values of co-existence, progress and success.
Such a responsible awareness led the sons and daughters of 
Bahrain to establish a Social Media Club five years ago. In 
no time, and thanks to a clear vision, and dedicated efforts 
determined to succeed, the local club has turned into an 
important management partner of the Global Social Media 
Club. This accomplishment is thanks to the uncompromising 
commitment to the “ideal use” of social media to develop 
goal-oriented programs for communities and educate the 
youth on how to use the assets of social media for the 
common good of humanity.
This responsible approach, contrary to what unfortunately 
happens in some other places, is the true spirit of the 
genuine Bahraini character, always keen on serving humanity 
with all its components, with kindness for all and without 
malice towards anyone.

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Bahrain’s Universality in Social Media

HM King Hamad to President 
Putin: Qatar’s rectification of its 

policy will safeguard regional 
security, stability

July 1 - His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa stressed the necessity for 
Qatar to rectify its policy and commit 
to past obligations for security in the 
region and the interests of all sides.
HM, during a phone call from Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, reviewed 
coordination between the two 
countries on regional and international 
issues. They agreed on the importance 
of combating terrorism and sources 
of terror financing and harboring. The 
regional situation, particularly severing 
diplomatic ties with Qatar, were also 
discussed.
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While attending the opening of Mohammad Najeeb Military Base in Alexandria,
CP: Bahrain Keen to cooperate and resolutely stand with Egypt against all forms of terrorism

HRH Premier: Deep trust in region’s leaders to maintain security, stability

His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa has expressed full confidence in the ability of the 
region’s leaders to protect the security and stability and to 
address all challenges, including terrorism, which is aimed at 
undermining security and stability.
He warned that terrorism is the top enemy of development 
and a major challenge to the region, stressing that all 
countries should unite in combating it in order to protect 
their capabilities and achievements.
HRH the Premier, who was speaking as he received senior 
state officials, media figures and business people during 
regular meetings held on July 2, 9 and 16, lauded the efforts 
undertaken by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the benefit of 
the region and its people as well as its esteemed Gulf, Arab, 
Islamic and international status.
He stressed the need for keeping security and stability as the 
basis for regional and international moves, pointing out their 
necessity in completing the forward-looking movement to 
achieve its goals and the well-being of the people.
HRH the Premier stressed that the people of Bahrain always 
extend their hands to those who seek unity and cooperation 
for the common good, but refuse interference in their affairs 
or attempts to undermine their security and stability. HRH the Prime Minister

HRH the Crown Prince attending the opening ceremony of the Mohammad Najeeb Military Base in Alexandria

Alexandria, July 22 - His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, Deputy 
Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister 
has affirmed that Bahrain, under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad, continues to intensify 
collaboration and close cooperation with Egypt as well 
as other Arab and international allies to eliminate all 
forms of terrorism and extremism.
He hailed Egypt’s key role in sustaining Arab solidarity 
and addressing regional challenges, noting Egypt’s 
remarkable presence at the crucial moments of the 
Arab and Islamic history and the role it is still playing 
to resolutely confront terrorism, which reinforces its 
position that meets Arab, regional and global respect.

This came as HRH the Crown attended the opening 
ceremony of the Mohammad Najeeb Military Base in 
Alexandria, the largest military base in the Middle East 
and North African region.
The ceremony also featured a graduation ceremony 
for cadets, during which some of the graduates from 
Egypt and a number of GCC countries, including Navy 
cadet trainee officer, Mohamed Dawood Sa’doon from 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, were honored.
The ceremony was held under the patronage of 
Egyptian President Abdul Fatah el-Sisi and attended 
by a number of Their Highnesses and Excellencies the 
Representatives of the brotherly Arab countries.
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Foreign Minister Receives Phone Calls from his Counterparts

Manama, July 3 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, received a 
telephone call from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Sigmar Gabriel.
During the conversation, they exchanged viewpoints 
on how to develop bilateral multi-field ties between the 
two friendly countries and looked into how to reinforce 
coordination pertaining to regional developments, 
particularly the discontinued relations with the State of 
Qatar.
In his turn, the Foreign Minister of the Federal Republic 
of Germany vowed his country’s support to the ongoing 
efforts to put an end to the crisis and preserve security and 
peace in the region. 

Manama, July 10 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, 
received a telephone call from the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of 
Italy, Angelino Alfano.
Shaikh Khalid praised the progress of ties between the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and the Republic of Italy for the 
benefit of the two countries and their people.
Mr Alfano affirmed the keenness of the Republic of Italy 
to further develop cooperation and coordination with 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, wishing the Kingdom further 
progress and prosperity.

Manama, July 2 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa received 
a telephone call from the United States Secretary of 
State, Rex Tillerson. 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Secretary of 
State exchanged views and discussed the issue of 
severing relations with the State of Qatar and ways to 
reach an outcome that guarantees security and peace 
in the region. The Minister of Foreign Affairs also 
stressed the importance of Qatar’s compliance with its 
previous commitments and the demands made by the 
boycotting countries in order to achieve the stability of 
all countries and peoples of the region, hoping to move 
forward with development and progress. 

Manama, July 6 - The Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, received a telephone call from the Minister 
of External Affairs of the friendly Republic of India, 
Sushma Swaraj.
During the conversation, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa affirmed the importance of 
bilateral ties and continued multi-field consultation.
For her part, Ms. Swaraj took pride in the close 
Bahrain-India relations, vowing her country’s support 
to the security of the Kingdom and the region, and 
wishing Bahrain constant progress and welfare.
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Quartet demands Qatar stop supporting extremism, 
terrorism, interference in Arab states

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and his counterparts from Saudi Arabia, UAE and Egypt at the press conference in Cairo

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, and his counterparts from 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Arab Republic of Egypt have regularly affirmed their 
firm stand in demanding Qatar’s respect to the Gulf, Arab and international agreements and charters.
In a series of decisive diplomatic moves and actions during July 2017, the foreign ministers of the Quartet also 
highlighted the need for Qatar to commit to combating extremism and terrorism in all its manifestations and to 
prevent financing and to stop interfering in the internal affairs of Arab countries.
The ministers stressed, during their coordination meetings with international parties, that the measures taken 
by their respective countries were the result of Qatar’s violation of its obligations under international laws and 
its continuous interference in the affairs of Arab countries as well as its support for extremism and terrorism and 
the subsequent threats to the security of the region.

The ministers affirmed at their consultative meeting in Cairo on July 5 the importance of Qatar’s commitment to 
international conventions, charters, resolutions and principles stipulated in the charters of the United Nations, 
the Arab League, the Organization of Islamic Cooperation and international counter-terrorism conventions, 
which included:

To be committed to 
combating extremism 
and terrorism in all its 
forms, and to prevent 
its financing or the 
provision of safe havens.

To adhere to all the 
outcomes of the Arab-
American Islamic 
Summit held in Riyadh in 
May 2017.

To halt interference in 
the internal affairs of 
other states and to stop 
supporting outlawed 
entities. 

It is the responsibility of the entire 
international community to 
confront all forms of extremism 
and terrorism as they represent 
a real threat to world peace and 
security.

To fully comply with the Riyadh 
Agreement of 2013, the 
Supplementary Agreement and 
its Executive Mechanism for 
2014 within the framework of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council.

To stop all acts of 
incitement on hatred or 
v io lence.

The most prominent of these positions and actions:
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The four countries affirmed that the demands they had presented to Qatar fall within the framework 
of commitment to the six principles, as well as the maintenance of Arab and world security and peace, 
combating extremism and terrorism, and creating a suitable environment for settlement of regional crisis. 
Qatar’s detrimental role towards this process will not be tolerated anymore. They expressed the following:

1

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs affirmed, during their meeting with US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson in Jeddah 
on June 12, the need to continue coordination with the United States vis-à-vis regional issues, topped by war on 
terrorism and drainage of its funding sources. Kuwait’s Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs and Acting Minister 
of Information Shaikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah attended the meeting.
The ministers also hailed the sincere and incessant efforts exerted by HH the Emir of Kuwait for the sake of 
peace and security in the region and valued the constructive role played by the US in its capacity as a strategic 
ally for the countries of the region.

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs during their meeting with the US Secretary of State in Jeddah

Sincere thanks and 
appreciation to HH Emir 
of Kuwait, Shaikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, for his efforts 
and endeavors to seek a 
solution to the crisis with 
the State of Qatar.

Total keenness on 
maintaining the significant 
relations among Arab 
peoples and deep respect 
for the brotherly Qatari 
people, hoping that 
wisdom would prevail and 
Qatar would opt for a right 
dec is ion.

Regret over the negative 
response, reluctance 
and lack of earnest in 
dealing with the root 
causes of the problem 
and reconsideration of its 
policies and practices in a 
way that would contain such 
sizable and serious situation.

The call on the international 
community to assume its 
responsibility in putting an 
end to support for extremism 
and terrorism as there would 
be no place anymore for any 
side involved in practicing or 
supporting terrorism to be a 
partner in the efforts seeking 
peaceful solutions to the crisis in 
the region.

Respect for the decisive 
stance of US President 
Donald Trump on the 
need for immediate halt of 
support for extremism and 
terrorism and to eliminate 
it as no violation would be 
tolerated from any side.

2

3 4 5
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Prominent
Bahraini presence 

in social media 

Bahrain holds a prominent international position 
in the use of social media networks with a 
prevalence of more than 73% among the total 
population, according to a 2017 report, issued by 
the Mohammed bin Rashid School of Government.
This prevalence rate exceeds the Arab average of 
39% and the global average, estimated at 31%, and 
comes in line with the Kingdom’s achievements 
and its leading accomplishments in global ICT 
indices, including the use of the Internet and 
mobile phones according to international reports.

The minister congratulated Ali 
Sabkar on his position as Co-Chair 
of the Global Social Media Club, 
which was established in the United 
States in March 2006, considering 
it an important achievement for the 
Kingdom.
He also regarded it as a tribute to Mr. 
Sabkar for his ongoing initiatives to 
spread the culture of social media 
and support communication and 
rapprochement between cultures 
and peoples, praising the efforts of 
the club in instilling the culture of 
responsible use of social networks 
and consolidation of Bahrain’s 
position on the global map of social 
media.The Minister of Foreign Affairs honoring Ali Sabkar

The Minister of Foreign Affairs delivering a speech about Social Media Day

Marking the annual celebration of the «Social Media Day», organized by the Global Social Media Club and 
attended by Media Affairs Advisor to His Majesty the King, Nabil Al Hamer, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, who patronized the event, affirmed the significance of 
promoting the use of social networks. 
He called for positive and efficient contribution to their content to enable them to highlight Bahrain’s 
civilizational and cultural heritage and promote its development and prosperity at various levels.
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Part of the attendance at the Global Social Media Day

Mr. Sabkar affirmed that the celebration was part of the club’s keenness 
to hold local, regional and international events throughout the year, 
thus contributing to making Bahrain a home for social media industry 
in the Middle East.
He referred to the young social media stars as “positive influencers”, 
saying that they were honored this year after becoming eyed by 
government and private sectors seeking to promote their activities and 
services.
He added that his appointment to the post of Co-Chair of the Global 
Social Media Club, as the first non-American of the world’s leading 
social media experts to be ever assigned the prestigious position, will 
provide him with a greater opportunity to serve Bahrain and the region.

The main mission of the Social Media Club is to expand the scope of digital literacy and to make use 
of modern technologies in exchanging best practices in accordance with ethical values of expression 
and dissemination of information.
It also works on bringing together ICT, art and media- specialized journalists, publishers, professionals, 
amateurs, teachers and other stakeholders to develop social media for public interest.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs and His Majesty the King’s Advisor for 
Media Affairs

The Minister of Foreign Affairs honoring one of the members of the Social 
Media Club
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 July 7 - Qatar’s response was received from HH Emir of Kuwait and the four countries. 
The four countries noted that Qatar’s adamant and unjustifiable rejection of the list of 
legitimate and logical demands reflected the extent of its link to terrorist organizations 
and its intent to continue undermining the stability and security of the Gulf and the 
region. They affirmed that further political, economic and legal measures would be 
taken at the time and manner they deem appropriate. 

 July 11 – They affirmed that Qatar signing a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
US to combat terrorism financing was the result of the repetitive pressures and demands 
by the Quartet and its partners over the past years to stop supporting terrorism. They 
asserted that the current procedures would remain in force until the legitimate demands 
are fully implemented as they aim to counter terrorism and achieve stability and security 
in the region. They hailed the US efforts to combat terrorism and its funding in partnership 
with them.

July 3 – They approved the extension by 48 hours of the deadline for receiving Qatar’s 
response to the list of demands as requested by Kuwait’s Emir.

July 10 – They affirmed that the documents leaked through CNN International on the 
2013 and 2014 Riyadh agreement, its executive mechanisms and Riyadh Supplementary 
Accord proved without a doubt Qatar’s failure to live up to its commitments. They 
affirmed that the 13- demand list aimed to make Qatar honor its previous commitments 
and pledges.

July 5 – They announced that the Qatari response had been received before the end of 
the deadline and that a reply would be made at the appropriate time.

Severing diplomatic ties with Qatar... National extents

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, and his counterparts from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and the Arab Republic of Egypt have issued numerous joint statements 
on the crisis with Qatar and its developments and on the incessant endeavors to 
combat extremism and terrorism:

1

2

3

4

5
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Bahrain’s positions in July 2017
July 3

July 4

July 4

July 7

July 7

July 11

July 14

July 14

July 14

July 14

July 17

July 17

July 21

July 24

July 24

July 4

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on a camp for displaced 
people in Anbar Province, Iraq.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemns the terrorist attack on a security 
patrol in Al Masoura district, Saudi Arabia.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on a police armored 
vehicle in the El Aris, Egypt.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing that targeted a 
security checkpoint in northern Sinai, Egypt.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack that took place in Al 
Masura district in Al Qatif, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombings that took place in 
the cities of Shaman and Kurram Agency, Pakistan.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on a security checkpoint 
in Giza, Egypt.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs denounces terrorist attack on security patrol in Qatif 
province, Saudi Arabia.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemns Israel’s ban on Friday prayers 
at the Holy Haram in a move that completely contradicts the freedom to practice 
religious rights in Al-Aqsa Mosque and is a flagrant attack on the sentiments of 
Muslims around the world.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs congratulates the government and people of Iraq on 
the liberation of the city of Mosul from the grip of the Daesh terror group.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the suicide attack on a police car in the 
Pakistani city of Peshawar, Pakistan.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack that took place in the 
city of El Arish, Egypt.

Kingdom of Bahrain lauds the success of the security forces of the brotherly Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia which led to the extermination of three wanted terrorists who had 
perpetrated a number of terrorist acts and crimes in Qatif province.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing that targeted a bus 
transporting civilians in the city of Kabul, Afghanistan.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack in Lahore, Pakistan.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly denounces North Korea’s firing of a ballistic 
missile, a clear violation of UN Security Council resolutions.



10The Diplomatic Gazette | July 2017 The Diplomatic Gazette | July 2017

Special Feature

Ambassador
Khalil AlKhayat Towards Exceptional Consular Services

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is fully committed to 
implementing the directives of the Kingdom’s leaders 
to serve the citizens of Bahrain all over the world and to 
diligently take care of their interests.
This is one of the major tasks of our diplomatic and 
consular missions abroad. For this purpose, our missions 
coordinate with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
authorities concerned in the Kingdom, 24 hours-a-day, to 
assist Bahraini citizens abroad who are in need.
The consuls appointed in foreign countries carry out vital 
tasks that include serving the Kingdom and its citizens 
and representing Bahrain in various forums. Consular 
tasks for the Kingdom’s diplomatic missions abroad and 
the ministry include certifying official documents, issuing 
passes, renewing passports, processing procedures for 
the deceased, and dealing with the permits of air travel 
and ships according to international conventions.
Tasks in Bahrain include working to solve the problems of 
residents in coordination with their embassies to protect 
the rights granted to them by the constitution of the 
Kingdom.
The ministry also introduces initiatives and launches 
awareness campaigns, particularly during the travel 

season. Such campaigns aim at enhancing communication 
with Bahrainis abroad and providing them with travel 
instructions to ensure their personal safety.
In order to implement the Economic Vision 2030, 
particularly regarding the promotion of Bahrain, the 
ministry has developed mechanisms that include political 
and economic promotion through the use of the ministry’s 
diplomatic and consular missions abroad. The ministry 
created channels for communication in Bahrain with well-
established economic and development institutions in 
the Kingdom from the public and private sectors.
The ministry also aims to expand its diplomatic relations 
and establish more embassies and consulates to achieve 
the Kingdom’s highest interests in line with the royal 
vision.
Bahrain welcomes the world with its messages of love, 
peace, neutrality and wisdom in order to be present 
and influential as well as to ensure that its citizens are 
provided with full care wherever they are.
This motivates us to exert our utmost efforts and be ready 
to serve our nation and people at all times.
*The Undersecretary for Regional and GCC 
Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

*First Secretary - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Jassim Biljeek
The Kingdom of Bahrain 

between the millennium goals
 and sustainable development

On the sidelines of the Summit of the United Nations 
General Assembly at its 70th session on 25 September 
2015, the UN Summit on Sustainable Development 
adopted a resolution entitled «Transforming Our World: 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development», which 
includes 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
169 targets. Over the next 15 years, the world’s nations will 
mobilize efforts to eradicate poverty in all its forms, combat 
inequality and address climate change, while ensuring that 
everyone is included in those efforts.
With great awareness in this regard by the Government of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Information Committee was 
formed in accordance with the Cabinet Decision No. 21 of 
2015, chaired by the Minister of Cabinet Affairs, Mohammed 
bin Ebrahim Al Mutawa, and the membership of the 
authorities concerned. The Information and eGovernment 
Authority was entrusted with monitoring and following 
the development agenda after 2015 as well as linking it 
to the government work program. This is in addition to 

supervising the establishment of a comprehensive national 
information database aimed at providing accurate and 
updated official information and data that is responsive 
to the requirements of sustainable development. The 
committee is also responsible for drafting the annual 
national voluntary report of the Kingdom of Bahrain to 
follow-up the implementation of sustainable development 
goals, which is prepared in cooperation with the United 
Nations Development Program as part of the Country 
Program Action Plan 2017-2020.
We are certain that the Kingdom of Bahrain will gain more 
achievements in implementing further developmental 
projects. This is thanks to the government’s keenness to 
enhance the principles of respect, commitment, quality, 
creativity and responsibility at work, which help achieve the 
goals of comprehensive and sustainable development.
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The leaders of the G20, or Group of 20, which brings 
together the countries that have the largest economies 
in the world, held their annual summit in Hamburg, the 
Federal Republic of Germany on 7-8 June, 2017.
During the summit, the deliberations of the G20 leaders 
have tackled a multitude of huge economic challenges 
facing the world and explored the best modalities to 
overcome them for more global prosperity and wellbeing.
Held under the theme “Networked World”, in light of 
the attempts to bring the challenges under control, the 
Group of Twenty (G20) has developed into a major forum 
for international economic cooperation as the leaders 
affirmed their ability to confront the global financial and 
economic downturn some 10 years ago.
It is noteworthy that the G20 was formed, at the level of 
heads of state and government and held the first of its 
meeting in 2008, following the global financial crisis that 
first hit one of the US banks operating in the real-estate 
business and then expanded to evolve into a global 
financial and economic crisis.
Hitherto, this group used to hold its meetings within 
the framework of the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), at the level of Finance Ministers and 
Central Banks Governors.
Its gatherings were going in parallel with the meetings of the 
G-7, consisting of the capitalist system’s largest economies 
in the world: the United States, Canada, Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy and Japan as well as Russia which joined 
them at a later stage after the collapse of Soviet Union and 
its communist system  along with the communist bloc and 
Warsaw Pact Military Alliance (WAPA). However, Russia was 
excluded few years later. The financial and political groups 
were merged to form the Group of Twenty (G20) which 
besides the 7 nations comprises other countries such as 
Brazil, Mexico, Indonesia Argentina, China, India, Russia 
South Korea, Australia, South Africa, Turkey and Saudi 
Arabia and at last the European Union. The composition 
of the G20 is based on the GDP of the member states. 
Later, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, 
Governors of Central Banks and the Finance Minister of 
the G20, including those of the EU member-states have 
joined the summit as observers and subsequently the G-20 
has drew together representatives from all continents and 
international political and economic groups on the basis 
of the GDP of each of the participating nations. The first 
meeting has set up numerous standards for the liberal 
capitalist system and for the social and economic issues, 
bank activities, particularly Bank CEO Bonuses and loans 
as these two were behind the financial crisis. The second 
meeting of the G20 was held in Britain and followed later 
on by numerous meetings in different member states, 

depending on the host country’s willingness, readiness 
and potentials to host such gathering. It was agreed 
during Hamburg gathering that the next summits would be 
hosted consecutively by Argentina in 2018, Japan in 1019 
and in 2020 by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the only Arab-
member states in the Group of Twenty.
The chief objective of the G2o Summit was to bring back 
equilibrium and stability to the global economy, underpin 
economic growth in the developing states and achieve 
sustainable development in economic, social, energy and 
environment sectors. As a second priority, it focused on 
environment and climate change with their detrimental 
effects on the globe and the need to curb emissions and 
protect the environment while as part of second priority, 
it concentrated on sustainability in its three dimensions 
for it was the central concept of the 2030 Agenda. The 
first dimension was financial and economic sustainability 
along with pecuniary affairs relating to small and medium 
enterprises while the second dimension was social 
sustainability and in this very context, women’s issues drew 
a great deal of attention. As to the third dimension, it was 
related to climate change as the main challenge to the 
sustainable environment whereas the fourth priority was 
centered on the concept of accountability, transparency and 
good governance as lack of such practices would hamper 
sustainable development and international economy. It 
was quite noticeable that the G20 maintained its position in 
favor of globalization and free trade which has become the 
main trend over the last three decades despite the criticism 
it faces from some developing countries and leftist trends 
that it sacrifices the interests of the poor for the benefit of 
the rich, making the former poorer and the latter wealthier. 
It is noteworthy that economic development priority in the 
country made China to be, the contrary of the communist 
and leftist mainstream thought, among the supporters of 
the globalization concept.
In a nutshell, we say that although the Hamburg Summit, 
like the previous ones, did not do miracles or meet all the 
expectations, it stressed that the rich countries still stood 
firmly together to manage the global economy and even 
world politics.
This is what could be clearly concluded after a thorough 
examination of the previous summits’ outcomes and trends 
since the early inception of the Group of Twenty and it does 
mean that the G20 has agreed on all the agenda issues as 
disagreeing is part of the world›s economic, political and 
social policies. However, accord has prevailed in the case 
of the issues of importance as free trade, globalization, 
and climate, combating terrorism and supporting poor 
countries, especially in Africa as well as support of the 
migration and refugee issues.

Hamburg G-20 Summit
 for World’s largest Economies

By Ambassador Dr. Mohamed Noman Galal
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Bahrain at a Glance

Economics

Located at the entrance to the Manama traditional Suq, Bab Al Bahrain (Bahrain Gate) was built in 1949.
It was a superb building that overlooked the sea and housed government offices. However, over time, it was 
gradually transformed.
Beyond the Gate, Manama, a vivacious city, welcomes its visitors and residents, featuring one of the oldest suqs 
in Bahrain and the region.

Bab AlBahrain

BD450 million in annual revenues (4% of GDP).

Bahrainis account for 70% of the total workforce, while women account for 28% 
(2015).

The first regionally and 29th globally according to the 2016 report of the 
measurement of information society issued by the International Telecom-
munication Union. It is the fifth worldwide in the ownership of homes for 
computers with 95%, with around 88% of them connected to the Internet. 
It is the sixth worldwide in the percentage of Internet users with 94%.

The first regionally and 24th globally according to the 2016 e-govern-
ment report issued by the Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs of the United Nations (UNDESA), the e-government offers 
more than 350 electronic services in various sectors.

The world's first mobile phone coverage according to the 2016 World 
Economic Forum report, with 2.8 million subscribers, up to 200% of 
the total population, according to official statistics.

The work force in the public and private sectors reached 776,000 employees by the 
end of the third quarter of 2016. The private sector represented 76% of the employ-
ees. The participation rate of Bahraini women in the public sector reached 53% 
compared with 30% in the private sector.

There was a BD404 million increase in domestic and foreign investments up to the end of the third 
quarter of 2015 while the growth of the capacity of commercial records went up by 334% in 2016
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