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Kingdom of Bahrain

Bahrain and Kuwait:
Deep-rooted, robust
relations
His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa received
a written message from
Kuwaiti Amir, Shaikh Sabah
Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al
Sabah pertaining to the
solid deep-rooted fraternal
relations between the two
countries.
The message was conveyed
by Kuwait’s Ambassador to
Bahrain, Shaikh Azzam bin
Mubarak Al Sabah.

HM King receives
credentials of
five ambassadors
Al Sakheer Palace, March
7 - His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa has
received the credentials
of five new ambassadors
during a ceremony held
at Al Sakheer Palace. The
new ambassadors are:
HE Carlos Rodolfo Zapata
Lopez, Ambassador of the
Republic of Peru,
HE George Janjgava,
Ambassador of Georgia,
HE
Ko
Ko
Latt,
Ambassador of Republic
of the Union of Myanmar
HE Ouro-Sama Mohamed
Sad, Ambassador of the
Togolese Republic,
HE Acisclo Valadares
Molina,
Ambassador
of the Republic of
Guatemala.
HM the King hailed the
growing bilateral relations
and cooperation in all
fields between Bahrain
and their countries. His
Majesty also wished them
success in their diplomatic
mission.

Bahrain: a leader in women empowerment
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
We in Bahrain have a vision. We have worked
out our plans and initiatives to make this
vision come true thanks to the pragmatism,
determination, focus and commitment of our
leaders and people.
This vision includes a highly active role for
empowered women as full and dependable
partners in the nation-building process and in
the ever-changing new global landscape with
its growing challenges.
And as Bahrain, a nation with an open
mindset to meet international challenges,
is fully committed to elevating the status
of women worldwide and to empowering
them politically, economically and socially, it
launched a global award, Her Royal Highness
Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa’s
Global Award for Women Empowerment, in
partnership with UN Women in March 2017 in
an international ceremony at the UN in New
York.
It is a new achievement of paramount
importance to Bahrain ;it is the outcome of
the wise visions and support of the leadership
which emboldened women to make many
achievements and worked on empowering
them in all economic, political and social
fields and others and gave them an ample
opportunity to play their full roles.

This award which carries the name of Her Royal
Highness, Spouse of His Majesty the King and
President of the Supreme Council for Women
whose has had an impressively crucial role in
elevating the status of women nationally at
all levels and in all areas, highlights the great
successes made so far and the resolve to keep
the forward-looking process of accomplishing
new gains for women.
It is with immense pride that I, like all other
Bahrainis, see the United Nations make
the experience of Bahrain internationally
accessible so that others gain invaluable
insights
into
the
equal-opportunity
commitment of Bahrain and the determination
of its women who have been at the forefront
of several achievements.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs which has fully
embraced the principle of equal opportunities
and has endeavoured diligently to empower
its women personnel at all levels stands as a
highly-regarded model for the successes of
Bahraini women.
We at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterate
our profound congratulations to our leaders
and to HRH Princess Sabeeka on the global
achievement that carries her name and the
name of the Kingdom of Bahrain and that
heralds a prosperous future for women.

The Kingdom
Bahrain and Qatar have reiterated their deep commitment to bolstering their relations and widening their
cooperation in a further indication of the harmony of their stances and the steadiness of their coordination.
The two Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and neighbors expressed their keenness on working
more closely towards all issues of shared interest, particularly in light of the different challenges to the
region.

His Royal Highness the Prime Minister’s visit to Doha: The perfect embodiment
of fraternal and historic relations between two countries

HRH the Prime Minister with HRH the Emir of Qatar

HRH the Prime Minister with HRH Emir Hamad Al-Thani

Bahrain and Qatar stressed their mutual commitments and their keen interest in greater
coordination during a high profile visit by His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa to Qatar on 28 February where he was accorded gracious welcomes
and profound greetings.
HRH the Premier held meetings with His Highness the Father Amir Shaikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani and with His Highness the Amir Shaikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on ways to
broaden the deep-rooted ties and to consolidate Gulf action.
The two countries said they were particularly keen on bolstering cooperation and
coordination in various areas and on reinforcing the capabilities of the GCC to confront the
security and economic challenges to the region.
Shaikh Hamad described Prince Khalifa as the “exceptional Arabian Gulf leader who
positions in support of Gulf unity have been enshrined in History,» and stressed that HRH
the Premier was a “highly valued leader who has the love, respect and recognition of all
GCC nationals.”
Prince Khalifa visited Suq Waqif, the open-air traditional market in the capital Doha, where
he mingled with cheering and enthusiastic crowds.

HRH the Prime Minister in the traditional market «Souq Waqif»

«

HRH Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa
is
an
exceptional
Arabian Gulf leader
who is highly valued.

«

HH Father Amir Shaikh
Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani
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The Kingdom
Visits of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince to Kuwait, Qatar and the UAE:
Bolstering relations and strengthening the foundations of integration between
the GCC countries
The visit of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister to the State of Kuwait, the State of Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates was an outstanding success that contributed to bolstering the strong and historic ties
between Bahrain and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states and affirmed the keenness of the
Kingdom to consolidate the foundations of integration between GCC states.

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince in Kuwait
Kuwait, February 28 - His Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister started
his visits in Kuwait where he met the Amir of Kuwait His
Highness Shaikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah,
and the Crown Prince of Kuwait His Royal Highness
Shaikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Jaber Al Sabah.
The importance of the visit stems from its contribution
to bolstering shared interests between the two
countries and the sustainable outcome in all sectors,
particularly in the economic and development fields.
Bahrain also affirmed the great role by Kuwait in
bolstering joint GCC and Arab work as well as security
cooperation and coordination in the Gulf states.

bolstering and developing the brotherly ties for the
benefit of the two countries and their people.
His Royal Highness affirmed during a meeting with the
Amir of Qatar, His Highness Shaikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani, the importance of steady coordination between
GCC states through various vital means to bolster the
progress of the Council and achieve the aspirations
of its leaders and people. His Royal Highness praised
during visits to Losail International Circuit and Hamad
International Airport their positive contributions to the
economy and strengthening of the standing of the
GCC states in general.

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince in the United
Arab Emirates
The security of the UAE also benefits the security
and stability of Bahrain.
HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince in Qatar
Doha, March 5 - The second visit of His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime
Minister was to Qatar. It affirmed shared keenness on
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Abu Dhabi, March -13 His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince affirmed that the United Arab Emirates is highly
regarded by Bahrain’s leaders and people and has an
essential role in supporting the GCC.
He was speaking during a meeting with His Highness
Shaikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces.
Shaikh Mohammed praised the solid and fraternal
historical ties between the leaders and people of the
UAE and Bahrain and assured that the security of all
the Gulf Arab countries is indivisible.

Biography
Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa, Spouse of His
Majesty the King of Bahrain, President of the Supreme Council for Women
HRH Princess Sabeeka bint Ebrahim Al Khalifa was
married to His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
in 1968.
Since her marriage, HRH has launched and overseen
several initiatives to enhance the quality of life of
Bahraini families with limited income or special needs
to ensure further stability and social security. She has
received numerous national, Arab and regional awards
and medals. The latest award was the “Arab Woman
Medal” by the League of Arab States.
HRH is the President of the Supreme Council for
Women, the official authority for women’s rights in
Bahrain. The Supreme Council focuses on drawing
up national plans and public policies related to the
political, social and economic empowerment of
Bahraini women in all fields.
HRH is the honorary president of several charitable
societies and is keen on providing support to their
activities in order to enhance the quality of services
provided to all sectors of the society.
HRH has also shown interest in advancing the role of
young men and women in formulating future strategies
and providing them with the adequate qualifications
as future leaders of women’s issues.
HRH has participated in specialised conferences and
on following the agendas of organisations dealing
with women’s issues. She has also participated in a
number of international initiatives that promote the
role of women in peace, particularly those that are
related to the contribution of women as partners
in peace negotiations. HRH is keen on overseeing
the implementation of the international agreements
ratified by Bahrain, particularly those related to
combating human trafficking and more specifically the
status of foreign workers in the country.
HRH launched in June 2016 an international award
for the empowerment of women, in cooperation
with UN Women. The award aims at promoting and
encouraging public and private establishments, civil
societies and individuals to empower women.
HRH has also launched several national and Arab
awards and initiatives to empower women in public and
private establishments, in addition to professional and
political societies. HRH is the patron of the “Bahraini
Female Entrepreneur Honour Seal” initiative and of
the “Princess Sabeeka Award for Productive Families”.
HRH established the National Initiative for Agricultural
Development in Bahrain to unify the efforts of the
agricultural sector in order to further develop it
economically, socially and environmentally. HRH is

also keen on the preservation of the environment and
greenery.
HRH is particularly interested in promoting modern
sciences and technology and in encouraging scientific
research. She is also keenly interested in arts and culture
particularly Bahrain’s cultural and artistic heritage.

Awards and Medals:
2002: HRH was conferred an Honorary Doctorate
in Social Sciences by the China Women’s College,
in appreciation of her active role in promoting
women’s rights and welfare.
2002: HRH was awarded the Ahmed Al Fateh
medal by His Majesty the King in appreciation of
HRH’s efforts for the development and progress of
Bahraini women in various fields.
2008: HRH was awarded the Shaikh Isa Order of the
First Class by His Majesty the King.
2009: HRH was granted the award of the Arab Towns
Organisation for her efforts in empowering Bahraini
women, and her continued interest in protecting
the environment and spreading greenery.
2007: HRH was awarded the “Arab Woman Medal”
by the League of Arab States in recognition of
her role in promoting the empowerment of Arab
women.
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Diplomacy
Bahrain’s commitment to
fighting terror is reiterated

The Minister of Foreign Affairs during his meeting with the UN Secretary General,
Antonio Guterres.

UN Secretary General expressed his appreciation of
Bahrain’s cooperation with various UN organisations
New York, March 16 – The
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al Khalifa has
conveyed the greetings of the
leadership of the Kingdom of
Bahrain to the United Nations
Secretary
General,
Antonio
Guterres, and their wishes of
success in leading the UN during
the crucial stage, stressing their
belief in the UN’s important role
and efforts to serve humanity.
He praised the keenness of
the UN to elevate the status of
women, embodied in the UN’s
adoption of Shaikha Sabeeka bin

Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global Award
for Women Empowerment as
another step forward in the
course of women’s progress
across the world and which
affirms the appreciation by the
international community of the
outstanding achievements of
Bahraini women.
The UN Secretary General
expressed his appreciation of
Bahrain’s cooperation with the
UN and its organizations in
various fields that serve humanity
and achieve international security
and peace.

Washington, March 22 - The
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed
bin Mohammed Al-Khalifa,
participated in the ministerial
meeting of the global coalition
on the defeat of ISIS (Daesh)
held in the US Department of
State in Washington, D.C.
The minister said that the
meeting reflects the international
community’s
awareness
of
the perils of terrorism on
development and stability and of
the urgent need to combat the
dangerous phenomenon that
threatens security and stability.
The minister stressed Bahrain’s
commitment to supporting the
global coalition on the defeat
of Daesh and to all regional and
international efforts aimed at
combating terrorism.
The Minister of Foreign Affairs
met with Ayman Alsafadi, the
Jordanian Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates, Federica
Mogherini, High Representative
of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy,
and Julie Bishop,
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Australia, on the sidelines of the
ministerial meeting of the global
coalition.

Foreign Minister meets major officials during US visit
Washington: During the visit of Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Khalifa, to the
United States, His Excellency met with Paul Ryan, Speaker
of the United States House of Representatives, Ed Royce,
Chairman of the United states House Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and Herbert McMaster, National Security Advisor to
the US President.
5

The Diplomatic Gazette | March 2017

The Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in the global
coalition meeting

Diplomacy
Bahrain keen on promoting moderation, tolerance
Geneva, February 28 - Assistant Foreign Minister
Abdullah Aldoseri has underlined Bahrain’s interest
in spreading the values of moderation and tolerance
through education, religion and media.
Delivering Bahrain’s national statement at the 34th
session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva,
Aldoseri touched on important points relating
to human rights in Bahrain, based on the reform
process of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
and the Government Action Plan (2015-2018).
In his statement, he emphasized Bahrain’s efforts
in creating an effective partnership with civil
societies on the basis of transparency, openness
and objectivity within a clear legal and institutional
framework and adequate economic and social
environments.
Aldoseri also affirmed the kingdom’s stance with
the Syrian people to achieve a political solution for
their crisis in accordance with legal and international
decisions, eliminate all terrorist groups currently
active in Syria, and drive out regional interference

Arab League stands by Bahrain, condemns
Iran’s interference

Undersecretary for Regional & GCC Affairs during the meeting

Cairo, March 7 - The 147th ordinary session of
the Ministerial Council of the League of Arab
States in Cairo condemned Iran’s interference
in the internal affairs of several Arab countries,
including Bahrain where Iran has supported
terrorism, training terrorists, smuggling weapons
and explosives, inciting sectarianism, and
creating terrorist groups funded and trained by
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard and Hezbollah.
In a speech delivered to the Council, Waheed
Mubarak Sayyar, the Undersecretary for Regional
& GCC Affairs, highlighted Iran’s interference in
the domestic affairs of some of the Arab countries.
The Ministerial Council also discussed the
situation in Syria, Libya and Yemen.

that hinders the efforts to find a solution to the
crisis.
He stressed the importance of implementing a
two-state solution in the Palestinian Cause in line
with international laws, covenants and decisions,
as well as the Arab peace initiative, and underlined
Bahrain’s commitment to participating in the Arab
Coalition to support legitimacy in Yemen and to
finding a peaceful solution to end the suffering of
the Yemeni people and to maintain peace, stability
and unity in the country.

Bahrain rejects High Commissioner’s
inaccurate report
Geneva, March 9 - Dr. Yusuf Abdulkareem Bucheeri,
the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of
Bahrain to the United Nations Office and other
International Organisation in Geneva, has refuted the
allegations in the report of the High Commission for
Human Rights at the 34th session of the Human Rights
Council.
The Permanent Representative stated that the claims
of the High Commissioner were false and completely
untrue and denied allegations about the suppression
of civil societies and political activity in Bahrain.
He cited the full exercise of political and civil rights
and parliamentary and media activities as evidence
against the false claims in the report.
Bucheeri also rejected claims regarding the imposition
of travel bans and explained that the dissolution of a
political society mentioned in the report was based
on a court ruling for violations that undermined the
rule of law and supported terrorism and other acts of
violence.
He also underlined Bahrain’s keenness to continue
cooperating with the High Commissioner for Human
Rights and his office.
Bahrain was supported by the countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council, the Arab Group, Sudan, Jordan
and Morocco that expressed their disappointment in
the negative claims made by the High Commissioner.
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Stances

Bahrain’s stances in March 2017
March 7

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on the military base of
Boulikessi in Mali.

March 7

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs denounces the test-launches of ballistic missiles near
Japan by North Korea.

March 8

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack on a military hospital in
Kabul, Afghanistan.

March 16

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly rejected the allegations about Bahrain in the
statement delivered by the Swiss Representative before the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC). The ministry underlined that the statement included false
claims and baseless accusations regarding human rights in Bahrain and stressed that
it boasts of an outstanding human rights record.

March 17

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs welcomes the decision of the United States
Department of State to designate individuals affiliated with Al Ashtar Brigades as
Specially Designated Global Terrorists. It considers the designation as another sign
of support to the efforts of the Kingdom to achieve peace and security. The ministry
lauds the positive and crucial stance of the United States of America.

March 22

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist attack that took place today
near the headquarters of the British Parliament.

March 23

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemns the terrorist bombing that took place in
central Sinai Peninsula, killing a number of soldiers.
Human Rights
Education

Politics

8%

51.1%

Women in
Parliament

The percentage of females to males
in public and private education:

22.5%
Women in the
Shura Council

58%

44%

Public

Private

Elementary

Intermediate

Secondary

The percentage of tertiary education
female graduates

Economy

Health

The percentage of Bahraini females
to total number of employees in

53%

33%

40%

Public
sector

Private
sector

Business
women

Bahrain is the second country with
high numbers of female ministers
according to a study conducted by the
Organization of the Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD).
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The improvement in the quality of life of
women through the adoption
of a healthy lifestyle

Statistics and Indicators

The decrease in the percentage of female
chronic disease sufferers (2010-2014)

of Bahraini Women

18935

International scene

7

50.4%
49.8%

59%

Bahrain achieved the highest
level in regards to women's
participation in middle
management positions in
Middle East and North Africa
according to a study
conducted by the OECD.

8489

The increase in the number of female
participants in diet and health programmes
(2013-2014)

574

18935

Achievements
Princess Sabeeka Global Award for Women
Empowerment: International achievement for
Bahrain
New York, March 13 - Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed
Al-Khalifa, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, launched Her Royal
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa’s Global
Award for Women Empowerment at the UN in New York. The
award which recognizes the achievements of public and private
establishments as well as civil societies in women empowerment
will open for entries later this year.

The Minister delivered the Kingdom’s speech on
behalf of Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint
Ibrahim Al Khalifa, Spouse of His Majesty the King
and President of the Supreme Council for Women
(SCW).
He stated that Bahrain, under the leadership of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and the
support of His Royal Highness Prime Minister Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, and His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy
Prime Minister, has regularly affirmed its support to
the UN’s efforts to safeguard international security
and peace.
Bahrain also supports national efforts to achieve
comprehensive and sustainable development and
to enable all to fulfill their international obligations,
and implement development action agendas for
the sake of a more stable, secure and prosperous
world, he added.
The minister said that he looked forward to
supporting the activities of the Commission on the
Status of Women aimed at achieving a balance
between equality and the empowerment of women
and girls in line with Bahrain›s membership on the
commission for the next four years as well as in
the Executive Office of the United Nations for the
coming two years.
The minister said that that the percentage of
women in key supervisory positions in Bahrain is
55% and that it is 53% in the government sector
and 33% in the private sector, while the percentage
of businesswomen in the kingdom is nearly 40%.
The minister expressed his appreciation of the
achievements of the Supreme Council for Women
in women empowerment and thanked the UN
Commission on the Status of Women for passing the

issue on the economic
empowerment of women
and adopting the Princess
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al
The logo of
Khalifa Global Award for
Princess Sabeeka
Women Empowerment.
bint Ibrahim
The
three-category
Al-Khalifa
award,
with
$100,000
Global Award
for Women
allocated for each, aims to
Empowerment
highlight and recognise the
institutional and individual
efforts, initiatives and projects
that target mainstreaming women’s needs in order
to bring about a positive change in the status of
women towards a more stable and productive life.
It also aims to ensure the commitment of countries,
official agencies and organisations, through
their legislative, public and private executive
authorities as well as the civil society to adopt nondiscriminatory policies for women and achieve
equal opportunities between women and men in
various fields.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs during his speech
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Achievements
The Supreme Council for Women and its role in bolstering the rights
of Bahraini women

The Supreme Council for Women, chaired by Her Royal
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, spouse
of His Majesty the King, is fully committed to materialize

The National Strategy for the Advancement of Bahraini
Women: Since its first term (2004-2001), the Supreme Council
for Women has worked to develop a national strategy for
the advancement of Bahraini women in partnership and
effective cooperation with all official institutions and civil
society organizations concerned with women’s affairs. In
an unprecedented move by the leader of an Arab country,
His Majesty the King adopted the National Strategy for the
Advancement of Bahraini Women as the first qualitative
strategy for women’s affairs.
The National Plan for the Implementation of the Strategy
for the Advancement of Bahraini Women: The specialized
committees worked on transforming the national strategy
into an execution plan that included seven main themes decision making, economic empowerment, family stability,
civil society, education, health and the environment-, and
the Council adopted a platform for its action. With the full
support of His Majesty the King, the National Plan for the
Advancement of Bahraini Women (2022-2013) was launched
to ensure family stability in the context of family cohesion and
bonds, and to empower women to contribute competitively
to the development process based on the principle of
equal opportunities. It also sought to integrate the needs
of women in the development in order to provide them with
opportunities for excellence in performance and greater
options for a better quality of life and lifelong learning.
National Model for the Integration of Women›s
Development Needs: The Council has endeavored to
integrate the needs of women and to spread the culture
of equal opportunities by holding conferences and forums
to adopt these concepts and support the appropriate
mechanisms that ensure that the needs of women are
integrated in the development process.
The national model was launched in 2010 as a leading
example in the Arab world to activate the principle of equal
opportunities.
Manama as the Capital of Arab women: One of the most
prominent recommendations of the meetings of the 36th
Session of the Committee on Arab Women at the Arab
League and the preparatory meeting for the 61st Session
of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women,
held in February 2017 under the chairmanship of Bahrain, is
the adoption of Manama as the Capital of Arab Women for
2017.

9
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the vision of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa to
enhance the presence of Bahraini women and elevate the
level of their contribution to building and consolidating
the modern nation in equal partnership with men and
within a sustainable competitive society.
The Supreme Council for Women, in cooperation with its
national institutions partners, is responsible for defending
women’s rights and causes, both locally and internationally,
and before international organizations.
It has accomplished numerous achievements that include:

The designation affirms Bahrain’s pivotal role in elevating
the status of women.
Bahraini-International Award for Women: In June 2016, Her
Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa
held under her patronage the signing ceremony of the
Memorandum of Understanding between the Supreme
Council of Women and the United Nations Women’s
Authority to announce the start of preparations for the launch
of the award on excellence in institutional and individual
performance to achieve sustainable impact in empowering
women to fulfill their human and developmental roles.
The announcement was made at the United Nations in
March, 2017, during a special event at the United Nations
in New York.
Global Representation of Bahraini Women: The
representation of Bahraini women in various forums as well
as Arab and international organizations concerned with
women›s affairs is one of the most prominent achievements
of the Supreme Council for Women. It confirms the presence
of Bahrain and its interaction with women’s issues at the
highest levels. Such an achievement was materialised in the
adoption of Bahrain’s nomination for membership on the
UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) from 2017
to 2021, as well as membership in the Executive Board of
the UN Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment
of Women (UN WOMEN) for the 2019-2017 term. The
Supreme Council for Women is also concerned with the
follow-up of the relevant agreements signed by Bahrain,
including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and other
international conventions.
Economic Empowerment of Women: The Supreme Council
for Women has launched the Bahraini Women Development
for Commercial Activities Portfolio. By the end of last year,
51 entrepreneurs have benefited from the program, while
the total amount of loans received by the beneficiaries
amounted to BD1,302,779.
Bahraini Women’s Day: One of the highlights of the work
of the Supreme Council for Women is the designation of
December 1 as Bahraini Women’s Day. The day is used to
celebrate their achievements in various fields. The 2017 Day
is dedicated to women in the field of engineering and will
be used to highlight the success stories of leading women
engineers.

Opinions

Mrs. Hala Mohamed
Jaber Alansari
Her Royal Highness Princess
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa,
the spouse of His Majesty the King
and the President of the Supreme
Council for Women, was granted
the “Arab Woman Medal” by the
League of Arab States in February
2017 in recognition of HRH’s efforts
in the empowerment of Arab
women.
HRH is keen on promoting and
encouraging the empowerment
of Bahraini women as can be seen
by her adoption and patronage of
many projects and initiatives that
guarantee equal opportunity and
equal partnership between women
and men.
The Supreme Council for Women
successfully hosted the 36th session
of the Arab Women Committee
in the League of Arab States and
the preparatory meeting for the
61st session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of
Women on February 6-7 under
the patronage of HRH Princess

Bahraini women achieve greater
regional, global presence

Sabeeka bint Ibrahim AlKhalifa.
The meetings concluded with the
declaration of Manama as the 2017
Capital of Arab Women.
The efforts of the Supreme Council
for Women during the meetings
resulted in an Arab consensus
on requesting Arab ministers of
women’s affairs and representatives
to recommend to their counterparts
in foreign affairs to adopt the
Manama Declaration as a unified
Arab stance in the UN Commission
on the Status of Women.
HRH
sponsored
the
event
celebrating the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
between the Supreme Council for
Women and UN Women, which
started the preparations for the
launching for the award.
The award’s vision is «Leadership
and excellence in institutional and
individual performance in order
to achieve a sustainable impact in
empowering women to perform
humanitarian and developmental

roles.» and “the motivation of
public and private institutions,
civil societies, and individuals to
achieve excellence and leadership
in influential and sustainable efforts
to achieve women’s economic,
social and political empowerment
and their participation in decisionmaking within the cultures of their
societies.”
The award was announced officially
during the 61st meeting of the
UN Commission on the Status of
Women in the UN Headquarters in
New York in March 2017. The door
is now wide open for participation.

*Secretary General of the Supreme Council
for Women

The Supreme Council for Women hosting the meetings of the 36th session of the Arab Woman Committee in the League of Arab States
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Opinions

Dr. Shaikha Rana bint Isa
bin Daij Al Khalifa
The Kingdom of Bahrain is currently
enjoying a festive atmosphere,
especially after the launch of Her
Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global
Award for Women Empowerment,
which has received outstanding
international acclaim.
This award is an additional step
towards empowering women and
a milestone in the efforts that
have achieved so far 10 years of
continuous success for Bahraini
women in various fields thanks
to the ideal environment and
incentives under the vision of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa.
Since His Majesty took the reins
of rule, he has given importance
to the effective role of women
in improving work in all sectors.
Concurrently, attention came
from the legislative side on issues
related to women to meet their
needs, safeguard their rights
and activate their partnership in
society.
This is in addition to taking
into account the special status
enjoyed by women by enacting
laws, regulations and legislations
that guarantee their rights and
meet their needs. These include
increasing the social allowance of
married women to ensure equality
between women and men,
following up the implementation
of the directives of the Supreme
Council for Women, which
called for gender justice through
governmental committees for
equal opportunities.
This has resulted in increasing
the percentage of women in
supervisory positions to up to
55%, the percentage of women

Bahraini women on the world stage

in the public and private sector
to 53%, and the percentage
of businesswomen in Bahrain
to reach 40%. It also took into
account the status of working
women and ensured safeguarding
their identity.
The award was announced at the
United Nations headquarters in
New York, where it was received
with great appreciation by
representatives
of
countries
across the world. It was also
praised by those interested in
women’s rights and activists in the
field of women’s empowerment.
The issue of the empowerment
of women over the past few
years has witnessed increasing
attention
by
governments,
civil society organizations and
individuals alike, as the status of
women in a country has become
a strong evidence of the degree
of its development. It is also an
actual realization of women’s
right to participate in various
fields based on their exceptional
competitiveness, achievements
and decision-making positions.
When I recall the role of Bahraini
women throughout history up to
this day, I feel proud. The Bahraini
woman was actively involved in
all aspects of life and worked to
secure the economic resources for
her family during the pearl diving
expeditions that often meant
keeping the men away from
their homes for months. Bahraini
women had most certainly earned
their bright spot of history that
placed them alongside their male
counterparts. They had pioneering
roles in health, education, law,
money exchange, politics, civil
work, and other areas, striving
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as a competent driving force to
achieve further prosperity and
development.
It is a great honor for me to review
the experience of Bahrain in the
field of empowering women
and to introduce myself as a
proud member of this nation
that is witnessing successive
entitlements for women and
various success stories achieved
by Bahraini women.
Today’s progress has not come as
a coincidence or by sheer chance.
The space is too tight to review all
the remarkable results achieved
thanks to the positive democratic
atmosphere that Bahrain provides
to all segments of society, and
women in particular. However, one
particular achievement, women’s
empowerment, is backed by
the strong support of Her Royal
Highness
Princess
Sabeeka
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, and her
relentless efforts to promote and
empower women, in Bahrain and
well beyond.
This extraordinary outreach was
recently witnessed and applauded
by the international community at
the launch of Princess Sabeeka
bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa Global
Award for Women Empowerment.
Its message is as beautiful as
significant: Women should be
treated as an independent
entity with equal chances and
opportunities in life, regardless
of geographic boundaries and
demographics.

*Assistant Under-Secretary for Arab &
Afro-Asian Affairs and Organizations
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Shaikh Salman Bin Ahmed Al-Fateh Fort

Source: Bahrain Authority for
Culture & Antiquities

Shaikh Salman bin Ahmed Al Fateh Fort, commonly known as Riffa Fort due to its location in Riffa, is an historic
landmark that stands witness to one of the most important junctures in Bahrain’s history.
The fort contains documents, manuscripts in the art of Arabic calligraphy, magnificent Quranic inscriptions and
other religious documents, and traditional handicraft.
Within its beautiful architecture lives the memory of the ruling family of Bahrain, the Al Khalifa. A series of programs
organized by the Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities had brought revived the fort which today presents
a chronological history of Al Khalifa family and highlights history as it happened.

Economics

Source: Bahrain Economic Development Board

WHY INVEST IN BAHRAIN?
Our position at the heart of the Gulf makes access to every market in the Middle East
by road, air and sea quick and efficient.
Following the opening of the Khalifa Bin Salman Port in April 2009, Bahrain has become
a major regional trans-shipment center.
Our financial sector has been thriving for 40 years and was recently judged the Gulf’s
most sophisticated financial market. Our low costs are another significant advantage.
Basic costs such as rents for offices and industrial land are lower than elsewhere in the
region.
We are committed to maintaining the region’s most liberal business environment,
with zero taxation for private companies, few indirect taxes for private enterprises and
individuals, and free repatriation of capital. We are also the only country in the region
offering 100% foreign ownership of business assets and real estate in most sectors.
Our workforce is the most educated and the most skilled in the Gulf. This means investors
can minimize spending on expatriate packages and build a long-term, sustainable
local workforce. Bahrainis comprise two thirds (65%) of the financial services workforce,
according to the Central Bank of Bahrain.
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