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Kingdom of Bahrain

HM the King
in his Royal address before the
Representatives and Shura Councils

Manama, 8 October - His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa affirmed that
the Kingdom of Bahrain will deploy
its military, security and diplomatic
capabilities to protect Arab security
and defend its interests. This came as
His Majesty patronized the opening
of the 4th session of the 4th legislative
term of the Representatives and the
Shura Councils, in the presence of His
Royal Highness the Prime Minister and
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and First
Deputy Prime Minister.
His Majesty also reiterated the firm
stance of Bahrain towards fighting
terrorism.

HM the King inaugurating the 4th session of the 4th legislative term

His Majesty the King’s Message to the World

Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs
The article recently written by His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and published in the Washington Post
contained great ideas and lofty goals that were worthy of
being considered and put into effect.
In the article, His Majesty has fully traced the roots of
every human civilization and outlined the causes behind
all societies’ boost and progress, to come up with a
candid message from the Kingdom of Bahrain to the
entire world, preaching tolerance, coexistence and
respect of religious and cultural diversity, for a more
secure and prosperous world.
This is because, as His Majesty has put it, by tolerating
their differences, people can turn variances into elements
of strength and integrity, not weakness and shame as
some may think.
This message is based on a reality of the pioneering
model of tolerance, co-existence and religious freedom
that the Kingdom of Bahrain has lived and will continue
to live.
For decades, Bahrain has been a home to all faiths, with
tolerance being an integral part of its national heritage,
protected by the leadership, the constitution and laws
and constituting a distinctive trait of the local society
therefore becoming a source of the country’s progress
and development.
For Instance, we, at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are
proud of our competent diplomats regardless of their
faiths or sects, those who have set an exemplary model
in diplomacy and contributed with their distinguished

efforts, professional performance and efficiency in the
advancement of Bahrain’s diplomacy and consolidation
of its relations with brothers and friends.
One of the important sides of this noble message is
that it reflected the true picture of Islam and Muslims,
through which His Majesty affirmed to the world that
the principles of tolerance and coexistence are the real
essence of Islam and the core of every Muslim’s faith
across the world.
This is also reflective of His Majesty’s desire to strengthen
international cooperation and ensure the success of
joint action on a solid basis to be the strategic option
in confronting all the challenges facing the international
community, particularly extremism and terrorism.
With the Declaration of the Kingdom of Bahrain, His
Majesty has presented a practical solution to stimulate
close international cooperation in the world in order to
put an end to terrorism.
The declaration was the byproduct of consultations
between the Muslim scholars of all sects, the Christians
and Jews and called for religious tolerance worldwide
as well as for pluralism that categorically shuns religious
coercion and rejects acts of violence, abuse and
incitement in the name of religion.
Undoubtedly, this model puts all leaders, clerics and
officials in front of their responsibilities and lays the
ground for sound competition to come up with positive
global initiatives that promote respect for religious
freedom and prevent any form of discrimination.

The Kingdom
Opening the 4th legislative term of the Representatives and Shura Councils,
His Majesty the King: Bahrain is firm on promoting peace and fighting terrorism

HM the King inaugurating the 4th session of the 4th legislative term

Manama, 8 October - His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa affirmed the strong link between
Bahrain’s security and stability and the vigilance of its people in defending their national solidarity
which is based on the principles of coexistence, tolerance and pluralism as well as on the values of
its civilized society including religious respect, rapprochement of cultures, and promotion of peace.
His Majesty pointed out that these principles won the Kingdom of Bahrain a high position with
regard to consolidating of peace and serving humanity.
This came as His Majesty the King opened the Fourth Session of the Fourth Legislative Term of
the Representatives and Shura Councils, in the presence of His Royal Highness the Prime Minister,
Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa, and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa.
In his address, HM the King outlined the general features of the internal and external policy of the
Kingdom as follows:
- The Kingdom of Bahrain will remain as it has always
been, sincere to its causes and protecting its security.
- The Kingdom will adhere to the foundation
principles declared by the countries calling for the
fight against terrorism.
- Appreciation of the efforts of the defense and
security forces for their sacrifices to preserve the
security of the Kingdom.
- Affirming the role of the National Council in
supporting the national action process, with its
established constitutional foundations that were
agreed upon by the loyal people of Bahrain.
- Bahrain‘s Economic Vision «2030» with its
established principles of justice, competitiveness
and sustainability, led to high performance and
achievement.
- Praising the role of the government, led by His

Royal Highness the Prime Minister, Prince Khalifa
bin Salman Al Khalifa, in following up on the
implementation of the kingdom’s development
policies.
- The contributions of Bahrain Economic
Development Board led by His Royal Highness the
Crown Prince, Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa
helped Bahrain achieve great results in terms of
economic freedom.
- The role played by the legislative authority in
cooperation with the executive authority to improve
government services.
- Bahraini citizens will remain the core of the country’s
development as they demonstrated their abilities
and competence in various fields.
- The continuation of development of the state’s
legislative, executive and judicial authorities
according to the requirements of national action.
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The Kingdom

With active participation by executive leaders in 2nd Government Forum 2017
HRH Crown Prince delivering
a speech in the Government
Forum 2017

The Government Action Plan: pioneering achievements towards
comprehensive development

Under the patronage of His Royal Highness the Prime Minister, Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa and at the initiative
of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander and First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 2nd Government Forum 2017 was held. The forum brought together decision makers and
leaders, in the framework of the government’s keenness to evaluate and follow up on the implementation of development
programmes in line with the Economic Vision 2030. His Royal Highness the Prime Minister affirmed the government‘s
continuous evaluation of performance in order to ensure the best utilization of available resources. His Royal Highness the
Crown Prince stressed the importance of the forum in implementing the visions and programmes set to serve the citizens
and support the comprehensive development process of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince reviewed what had been achieved in implementing the Government Action Plan 2015-2018 with its six
aspects, a year ahead of its deadline. The most notable of which are:

1. Sovereignty:
- Maintaining the nation’s security and stability thanks
to the sacrifices of the BDF and the efforts of the
Ministry of Interior personnel, as security is the basis of
development.
- Issuing 102 laws and decrees as a result of the
cooperation between the executive and legislative
authorities.
2. Economy and Finance:
- Achieving a positive economic growth rate of 3.2% in
2016 and 4.3% annual growth rate in the non-oil sector.
- Implementing initiatives aimed to reduce expenditure
and increase oil and non-oil revenues.
- Investment volume increased by 158% between 2016
and 2017, as a result of the government’s policies in
cooperation with the BEDB.
- Development of priority economic sectors to support
diversification of income sources.
- Adoption of a comprehensive national strategy to
develop the tourism sector, with the number of tourists
increasing by 12.8% between 2016 and 2017.
- Establishment of the governmental Company (Danat)
for examining and certifying pearls and precious stones.
- Government policies to make the private sector the
main stimulator of the economy.
3. Human Development and Social Services:
- Investing in citizens through education and training,
and creating employment opportunities to develop the
citizens’ living standards.
- Allocating 15,600 housing units, as part of a broader
plan in partnership with the private sector to provide
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25,000 housing units, seeking innovative financing
solutions such as “Mazaya” program and readying
additional 4,800 housing units by January 2018.
4. Infrastructure:
- Identifying priority projects worth $32 billion as a basis
for development, including projects from the private
sector, government companies and the Arab Gulf
Program for Development. The most notable project is
the expansion of Bahrain Airport to increase its capacity.
- Finding a suitable environment for real estate investment
through the issuance of the Real Estate Regulatory Act,
and then establishing an organization to regulate the
sector.
5. Environment and Urban Development:
- Adopting the National Renewable Energy Plan, which
includes the construction of a 100 megawatt solar power
plant with the purpose of raising renewable energy to
5% of total production by 2025, and the National Energy
Efficiency Plan, as well offering a tender in November
2017 for the construction and management of the Al-Dur
station (2) to produce 1400 megawatts using modern
technology.
6. Government Performance:
- Providing privileges to private schools that were highly
ranked by the Education & Training Quality Authority,
and taking strict measures against low ranking private
schools.
- Adopting the National Health Plan to improve the
quality of health services by changing the role of the
Ministry of Health from an operator to an organizer, and
adopting the hospital self-management system.

Achievements
Bahrain International Defence Exhibition and Conference
(BIDEC 2017)
Organized by the Bahrain Defence Force under the patronage of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander, the Kingdom of Bahrain hosted on 16 - 18 of October the
first edition of BIDEC 2017 which was considered one of the most important military exhibitions
in the Middle East and the largest in terms of quantity and quality.

HRH Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa visiting
BIDEC 2017

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa with HH Shaikh
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalida at BIDEC 2017

Manama, 16-18 October - The Kingdom of Bahrain concluded
BIDEC 2017 and the accompanying conference «Military Alliances
in the Middle East», which were held under the patronage of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander
and made a great success beyond expectations.
The exhibition, which was inaugurated on behalf of HM the King by
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme Commander
and First Deputy Prime Minister, Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
has attracted over 9,000 people during the three-day period (16-18
October).
The Commander of Bahrain Royal Guard and Chairman of BIDEC
2017 High Committee, His Highness Brigadier-General Shaikh Nasser
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, , praised the efforts exerted by the Bahrain
Centre for Strategic, International and Energy Studies «Derasat’ in
ensuring BIDEC success.
His Highness thanked the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Bahrain Centre for Strategic, International and Energy Studies and
Spokesperson and Chairman of MEMAC Organising Committee, Dr
Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, and the Centre’s staff for their
efforts and hard work that contributed to the reinforcement of the
Kingdom of Bahrain’s position on the map of distinguished world
countries in organizing specialized military and security exhibitions
and conferences.
Dr Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, said that the number of
participants was three times more than expected.
He said BIDEC attracted 45 countries and 189 exhibitors from 39
countries in addition to the 61 official delegations and 800 participants
who took part in the conference, noting that other statistics clearly
showed the extent of international interaction with this important
event.

Discussion session at BIDEC 2017
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Achievements
The Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) has announced the signing of a $ 3.8 billion-deal with Lockheed
Martin to buy 16 upgraded F16- aircraft, during the second day of BIDEC 2017.
The deal was announced by the Commander of the Royal Bahraini Air Force (RBAF), Air Vice-Marshal
Shaikh Hamad bin Abdulla Al Khalifa during a press conference. He also stated that the upgraded F16jets will contribute effectively to developing the Royal Bahraini Air Force.
Lockheed Martin’s Executive Vice-President, Rick Groesch affirmed that Bahrain is the first country in
the region to sign such a deal with the company, highlighting the great development witnessed by
RBAF.

Commander of the Royal Bahraini Air
Force (RBAF), Air Vice-Marshal Shaikh
Hamad bin Abdulla Al Khalifa

Unveiling the military vehicle «Theeb» designed
by HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa
Designed by the Commander of the Royal Guard Special Force, HH MajorGeneral Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the military vehicle Theeb was
unveiled in BIDEC 2017, which will be used by members of the Royal Guard
to perform their military duties.
The 4x4 long-range patrol is characterized by speed of up to 140 kilometers
per hour, along with other features designed by HH Shiakh Khalid.
HH Shaikh Khalid expressed pride in announcing the vehicle, adding that it
could lead to developing military manufacturing in the Kingdom, which will
have a positive impact in raising its combat and military capabilities.

Chairman of Board of Trustees of
Derasat, Official Spokesman of BIDEC
2017, Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al
Khalifa

Lockheed Martin’s Executive VicePresident, Rick Groesch
Part of BIDEC 2017 activities
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Diplomacy

Minister of Foreign Affairs with Representatives of UN Agencies

Minister of Foreign Affairs Signs Strategic Partnership Framework
between Bahrain and UN
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Shaikh Khalid bin
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, the United
Nations Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative to the Kingdom of Bahrain, Amin
El-Sharkawi and Representatives of 16 UN Resident
and Regional Agencies, signed at the General Court
of the ministry the Strategic Partnership Framework
Agreement between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the
United Nations 2018-2022.
On this occasion, the Minister affirmed that the
Strategic Partnership Framework reflects common
desire to turn this cooperation into programmes
that increase ongoing and future collaboration
opportunities between the Government of the
Kingdom of Bahrain and UN Agencies, and that it will
aid in the implementation of the government’s action
plan 2015-2018, within the government priorities and
the Bahraini Economic Vision 2030.
For his part, El Sharkawi thanked the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the UN Agencies for their incessant efforts
that yielded the Strategic Partnership Framework as

an unprecedented step in the region, paying tribute
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs for his continued
follow-up which resulted in this achievement.
He affirmed that the Strategic Partnership Framework
is in line with Bahrain’s development strategies and
policies and constitutes a broader coordination
platform for the UN Agencies to assist with support
projects.

On the sidelines of signing the SPF, a press conference was held for the Undersecretary for International Affairs,
Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, and the United Nations Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

SPF press conference
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Diplomacy

FM attends meeting of Foreign Ministers and Chiefs of General
Staff of Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen

FM participating in the meeting of Foreign Ministers and Chiefs of General Staff of Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen

Riyadh, 29 October - The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
and the Chief of Staff of the Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF), Lieutenant-General Dhiyab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi,
took part in the meeting of the Foreign Ministers and
Chiefs of the General Staff of the Member States of
the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen, which
was held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Shaikh Khalid stressed in his speech the importance of
the meeting in reviewing all the achievements of the
Arab Coalition to Support the Legitimacy in Yemen.
It also reflects the leading role of the Custodian of
the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman Bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud and his Crown Prince in promoting joint
Arab action and supporting legitimacy everywhere,

specially in Yemen.
The Foreign Minister stressed the Kingdom of
Bahrain’s firm stance with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in support of all its security and stability,
stressing that the stability of Yemen is vital for all
countries.
Shaikh Khalid added that the Bahrain Defense Force
along with the Saudi and Emirati forces everywhere
will confront the enemies of stability and stand
against the coup in Yemen, and that the Kingdom of
Bahrain will remain in this position until legitimacy is
restored in all parts of Yemen.
He also praised the great efforts exerted by the King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre and all
those involved.

Minister of Foreign Affairs chairs Bahraini side
at the Meeting of the Joint Bahraini-British Working Group

The Minister of Foreign Affairs chairing the Joint Bahraini-British Working Group meeting

Manama, 19 October - The Joint Bahraini-British Working Group held a meeting under the co-chairmanship of
Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa and Mr. Alistair Burt, during which the two sides reviewed
bilateral ties and ways to boost them at all levels to fulfil the aspirations of the two friendly countries and peoples.
Both sides underlined the importance of the meeting in pushing forward and activating cooperation and
exchanging expertise based on mutual respect and common interests.
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With Diplomats

Bahrain’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom
for the Diplomatic Gazette:
Bahrain and Britain enjoy deep and strong partnership

The Kingdom of Bahrain enjoys a historical and deep rooted
relationship with the United Kingdom; a relationship that
has been reinforced over the years to reach a stronger and
deeper level of cooperation manifested in various mutual
fields.
Bahrain’s Ambassador to the UK, Shaikh Fawaz Bin
Mohammed Al Khalifa, stated the most important aspects
of the Bahraini-UK relations to the Diplomatic Gazette.

Bahrain-UK Relations
Since I arrived in London two years ago, I have been
deeply impressed by the scope and strength of the
United Kingdom’s relations with the Kingdom of
Bahrain. I had, of course, always been aware that the
two countries had close ties, but my time in London
has shown me just how well we work together across
a huge range of areas. It is clear to me that the UK
government, and British officials at all levels, recognise
Bahrain’s achievements, and fully appreciate the value
of our close cooperation.
This Embassy has also worked hard to develop our
bilateral ties with the UK, because we recognise
that there are always opportunities to expand our
partnership, and to consolidate our existing contacts
and friendship. For example, over just the last six
months, the Embassy has held 40 meetings with
UK ministers, government officials and department
representatives; 37 meetings with various political
bodies, GCC and foreign embassies; and 31 meetings
with members of both Houses of Parliament. The
Embassy has also responded to some 35 press and
media inquiries, held 19 meetings with UK media
and newspaper editors; arranged 26 meetings with
parliamentary committees and non-governmental
organisations, and prepared some 20 detailed briefing
documents on thematic and individual human rights
issues.
The Embassy and all its diplomats and staff will continue
to make every effort to find ways of deepening the
historic Bahrain-UK relations.

Joint Projects and Visits
Bahrain and the United Kingdom work together on
numerous joint projects across a wide range of issues,
from trade, to defence, to culture and education, with
their value underlined by bilateral trade of over half a
billion pounds in 2015 alone.
There continue to be numerous high level visits
exchanged between the two countries, including visits
to the United Kingdom by His Majesty the King and
other senior Bahraini leaders and officials. In terms
of high-level British visits, last year alone, Bahrain
was visited by HRH the Prince of Wales, the Prime
Minister Theresa May, who attended the historic GCC
Summit in Bahrain, the Foreign Secretary (for the
Manama Dialogue), and the Middle East Minister,
who participated in one of the ongoing Joint Working
Group meetings.

Bahrain’s Ambassador in London with London Stock Exchange Group
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With Diplomats
Counter-Terrorism/Counter-Extremism
Cooperation
Bahrain and the United Kingdom share a deep
concern at the threat of terrorism, and the
influence of extremist messages in promoting
hatred and violence. Both countries have found
themselves on the frontline against terrorism,
and have felt the horrible consequences of
terrorist violence. It is clear to me that the UK
government recognises and shares many of
Bahrain’s concerns over terrorism and
extremism, and the close cooperation we have
established on these issues has been of vital
importance to our common security.
This cooperation has included the participation
in international coalitions against terrorism,
exchanges of expertise and experience, cyber
security cooperation and joint action on
education. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has demonstrated its commitment by
the long-term secondment of its personnel to
the Anti-ISIL Coalition Counter-Messaging
Working Group based at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office here in London.

Bahrain’s Ambassador during his meeting with the United Kingdom’s Prime
Minister in London

Defence Cooperation
This counter-terrorism cooperation with the UK is just one part of our wider defence ties, which stretch back over
two centuries, culminating most recently in the bilateral arrangement for the new Royal Navy facility in Mina
Salman. We also work together through numerous agreements and arrangements that provide the framework
for our cooperation, in operating training courses both for military, air force and naval personnel, in joint and
multilateral exercises between our armed forces, and through bilateral visits by service personnel – some seven
delegations in just the past two years, with the close involvement of the Embassy in organising these exchanges.

Conclusion
The Kingdom of Bahrain and the
United Kingdom continue to enjoy a
deep and close partnership, with
genuine recognition on both sides of
the importance of these ties, which
reflect the hard work and commitment
that has been put in at all levels.
Indeed, the UK Prime Minister has
herself recognised how important
Bahrain is to the United Kingdom,
saying in Manama last December
“your security is our Security…. your
prosperity is our prosperity”.
I am confident that these ties will
continue to strengthen in the years
ahead, and this Embassy will
undoubtedly play a full and active
role in the process.
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Bahrain’s Ambassador to the UK with the Minister of State for the Middle East at the UK’s
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Opinions

Ambassador
Yousif Jameel
Relations linking the Kingdom of Bahrain and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia are deeply rooted in history
representing a model of brotherly relations.
These relations are continuously growing thanks to the
directives of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
and the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.
The historic visit of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud to the
Kingdom of Bahrain on 8 December 2016 marks a
qualitative leap in the brotherly relations, coexistence
and shared destiny between the two countries.
Bilateral relations meet the aspirations of the two
brotherly peoples for prosperity, raise the pace of
cooperation and develop mechanisms of mutual
coordination at all levels to serve the common interests
of the two countries.
Amid the tension and turmoil being witnessed by the
region today, and with the current crises, the BahrainiSaudi relations stood out for their harmony towards
various regional and international dossiers until the
shared visions between the two countries became the
dynamo of joint action’s progress in the Gulf and in
regional stability.

Salman Alabbasi
International developments require us to have the
concept of comprehensive security revised. It is
essential for each state to endeavour such concept for
the attainment of global security, not only by focusing
on its own. To reach a secure world, the terms of what
criminal acts are should have one meaning for all.
The world today is in dire need to be on a common
understanding and perception of not only past
developments but also history, as so is the responsibility
nationally and internationally, for a world more stable
and more peaceful, where everyone is concerned about
the prosperity of their country and the advancement
of the international system towards achieving the
objectives of peace around the world.
The sovereignty of countries and the non-interference
in the internal affairs are not contrary to the concept
of comprehensive security; both are rather considered

Bahrain and Saudi Arabia:
A model of brotherly relations
When talking about the strong relations between
Manama and Riyadh, we must point out the pivotal
and strategic role of Saudi Arabia in the region and
the world, and in supporting the Kingdom of Bahrain
at all levels.
Saudi Arabia’s support to Bahrain will remain engraved
in history and in the memory of the people of Bahrain
in the generations to come, embodying cohesion,
common destiny and historical ties.
Today, the two countries stand united to ensure
security, prosperity and stability and to confront all
manifestations and attempts to spread chaos and
terrorism.
The leaders of the two countries recognize the necessity
of continuing joint and permanent cooperation to
protect the region, preserve its gains and achieve
its national development. Both countries pursue
a rational foreign policy that opts for wisdom and
adherence to the principle of dialogue at all regional
and international forums.

* Assistant Undersecretary for GCC & Arab Countries Affairs

Comprehensive Security
the core of any security strategy that has been agreed
upon universally. It is never acceptable for any state to
act out of what has been agreed upon, as the safety
and mutual respect for people and their privacy, is a
matter related to humans’ safety and respect to what
for all is personal, far from intruding on those needs
or conspiring and exporting a new culture or a life
style that only serves the ones who want chaos and
instability. It must be clear that comprehensive security
is the responsibility of all.

* Diplomat Attache

The Diplomatic Gazette | October 2017 10

Opinions

Ambassador
Dr. Mohammed Jalal
The BRICS Group was launched in 2007 at the
initiative of the Russian Federation and went through
3 phases: BRIC, BRICS and BRICS +.
It started in 2007 as BRIC with the membership
of just 4 countries, Russia, China, India and Brazil
and evolved into BRICS in 2010 with the accession
of South Africa and into BRICS + in 2017 with the
invitation extended to some guest countries to the
Xiamen Summit in Fujian Province, China.
The first meeting was held in Russia in 2007 and the
second in Brasilia in 2010 and ever since it has been
decided to organize the meetings on an annual
basis, with the ninth summit meeting held in 2017 in
Xiamen, China.
The BRICS Summit aims to form an organization
for emerging developing countries and seeks
to coordinate among them in various areas of
cooperation, especially at international forums.
The term «promising economies» was introduced
to describe the invited countries and thus BRICS
emerged as a pariah of the seven countries referred
to as the G-7 group of developed economies.
BRICS has established a bank under the name
of BRICS Development Bank and created an
Emergency Reserve fund in 2014 and with a capital
that rose to $100 billion in 2015 it started granting
loans to countries in 2016. Both establishments are
based in Shanghai, China.
The BRICS Group is working to break the dominance
of major economies in the world and to neutralize the
role of the International Monetary Fund, rejecting
protectionism in international trade and promoting
a free market economy
They also reject the ideas of US President Donald
Trump and solidify ties within BRICS to confront
together any boycott imposed by the United States
of America and the Western countries on BRICS as a
whole or on any member state.
However, BRICS meetings are not free of political
conflicts or differences as most member states have
differences, especially China and India who have
border differences and compete on having the
largest investment share in developing countries.
China, however, was a pioneer in this regard despite
that India’s relations with developing countries were
anchored long before that in Nehru epoch it was
India that paved the way for China’s relations with
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The BRICS Group
developing countries at Bandung Conference in
1955.
Highlights of the final statement of BRICS Summit in
Xiamen, Fujian Province, China include:
• Common objectives that promote peace, security,
development and cooperation.
• Keenness to continue promoting partnership for
the well-being of their peoples.
• Strengthening communication between member
states and coordination to improve economic
governance and build a more balanced global
economy.
• Promoting the process of cultural diversity among
the peoples of the group to ensure public support
for BRICS objectives.
• Acting as an engine for global growth in light of
the decline in international economic growth and
expand cooperation in trade, investment, science
and technology and innovation.
• Strengthening cooperation and refusing reluctance
to confront corruption, climate change and the
green revolution.
The BRICS Group accounts for 23% of the world
economy and 16% of international trade.
It comprises 40% of the world’s population and a
quarter of the world’s land area, making the total
reserves of $ 4 trillion.
In conclusion, it can be said that the BRICS Group
has no dominant power, as in the G-7, where the
United States represents the superpower.
In BRICS Group, China as the largest economy,
which funded the Development Bank and allocated
the Emergency Reserve Fund plays the role of a
leading not dominant power competing with India,
the second biggest power in terms of GDP, followed
by Brazil, Russia and South Africa.

* Political Advisor

Bahrain at a Glance

The House of Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa was his residence and the seat of his government. This beautiful
house offers insight into the royal life in the 19th century. It consists of several rooms arranged around four
courtyards and characterized by its wind towers. It is considered one of the most impressive example of Gulf
Islamic architecture on the island.
* Source: Bahrain Authority for Culture and Antiquities

Economics

The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
organizes “Protect
your Heart”
Campaign
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in
cooperation with the Ministry of Health
organised the awareness campaign
“Protect your Heart” for early detection of chronic diseases. A number of
the ministry’s ofﬁcials and staff
participated in the event.

IG & Twitter: @bahdiplomatic | Email: contactus@mofa.gov.bh | www.mofa.gov.bh
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